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ANNO SEPTUla 

GEORGII IV.I REGIS. 

No. 3 . 

• 

By His Excellency Colonel, GEORGE ARTRUR, Lieutenant:. 
Governor of the I~larul of Van Diem.tm's La1tdand its 
Depe1Ulerwus, -witktk.e.adviC,l! I)f tkp k!/is'~tf,p~ <l9M1#!iI . 

• 

4NACT to promot.e the Circul(J;tion 'ofStlffJi1¥llJltmey 
of Great Britain and to r,educe to St(}rliJlfllJc,rJ,orJ1,i.rJOr 
lion all Securities Contracts and Agreements/or the 
Payment. of Money a'fl,dalso ;in ~~glt/littellte '1Iyilting 
o,nd,isswing·of PromisS()ry Not;(!JS ,UH4lJilt$ (Jfefr-&ll#,ng~ 
tJJithin tlte Islarulof Va. DiemeJ:l~s "Land' antJit§ 
Dependencies. 

WHEREAS by an ~~tof His ~Excellency :SIll ~ll()MM 11ttrsM)i¥ 
,the late Governor of the Colony of NewSou.th W;,J;les ,wjth the ~dyjge 
of the Council passed' on the twenty~eighth ,day of Septembe,r.on~ 
thousand eight hundred and twenty~four intituled "An Act to make 
"Promissory Notes and :]Bills of Exchange payable in Spanish Dollars 
":availableas Jif such Notes and Bills had been drawn payaqle , • 
,., Sterling Money.ofthe ~Realm"-,..JT WAS EN-ACrEP thqt all ~ma: 
:ofExchange ,and PromissoryN otespayable5p, ~ucp' DoUl:!rs ~s ,afQ~~d 
'should be holden in the Courts of Law ,of ~tlie ~~id,CQlony.~IJ{l,9.f ,~ 
Dependencies thereof to be valid negocillbleand transferable instrum~p.~ 
:.and that the holdersofthesame andall~other~rt!o~j~;tel'~~Jh~~ 
8houldhaveandbeallowetlill~he~~d J~9ufta ~ 'suc.h ~~s ,iP. 
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respect of their claims upon such bills and notes as aforesaid as if the 
said bills and notes had been drawn payable in money .of the Realm-

AND WHEREAS it, is expedient to 'pr~mote and render more 
effectual the circulation of, Sterling Money of Great Britain within the 
Island of Van Diemen's Land and its Dependencies and also to reduce 
to Sterling Denomination all bills notes and other securities and contracts 
and agreements for the payment of money and for that purpose to repeal 
the s!id recited Act in the manner hereinafter mentioned-

AND WHEREAS it is also expedient to prohibit within the said 
Island and its Dependencies the making and issuing of negociable bills 
notes drafts cheques orders or undertakings in writing for the payment 
of less than twenty shillings sterling- ' 

. AND WHEJlEAS by common usage Spanish Dollars have hitherto 
passed current within the said Island and its Dependencies as money 
and have been generaHypaid and received at or for the sum of five 
shillings each as the nominal yalue thereof-

AND WHEREAS there is at present a deficiency in the quantity 
of British silver money iri circulation within the said Island and its 

Dependencies-

, AND WHEREAS the sum of four shillings and four-pence Sterling 
is equal or more than equal t? one Spanish Dollar-

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED by His Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governur of the Island of Van Diemen's Land and its Depen­
dencies with the advice of the Legislative Council that the said recited 
Act so far as the same relates or was intended to relate to Van Diemen's 
Land and its Dependencies shall be and the same is accordingly hereby 
repealed save and except as to such Bills of Exchange and Promissory 
Notes as shall have been drawn and bQwlfide issued before the ninth 

day of October now next ensuing. 

11. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that from and after the 
ro:.eighth day of October now next ensuing as well all Bills of Exchange 

Promissory Notes drafts cheques orders and undertakings in writing 
whatsoever, being negociable or transferable as also all contracts and 
agreements whatsoever which shall be drawn and circulated or issued or 
made or entered into within the Island of Van Diemen's Land and its 
Dependencies expressed to be for or for the payment of or to be payable 
in pounds shillings or pence only, shall be deemed as and to be for 
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pound:; shillings or pence Sterling which shall and may be sued for and 
recovered accordingly and that as well all Bills of Exchange Promissory 
Notes drafts cheques orders and undertakings in writing whatsoever 
being negociable or transferable as also ali contracts and agreements 
whatsoever which after the ti,me herein lastly mentioned shall be drawn 
and circulated or issued or made or entered into af\d shall be therein 
expressed.to be for or . for the payment of or to be payable in cu.rrency 
current money Spanish Dollars or any other Foreign Coin or money 
other than money of Sterling De~omination shall be and the same ara 
accordingly hereby declared to be respectively null and void~my 
law custom or usage to the .co:ntrary therepf in anywlse notwith., 

standing. 

Ill. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that from and after the 
publication of this Act Spanish Dollars and the proportional parts 
thereof next hereinafter mentioned shall within the said Island and its 
Dependencies be and be deemed and taken to be money and shall be' 
and be deemed and taken respt'ctively to be a legal tender for the 
payment of debts and be respectively payable and received and taken in 
payment at or for the respective sums or rates following (that is to say) 
a Spanish Dollar at four shillings and four-pence Sterling the half of a 
Spanish Dollar at two shillings and two-pence Sterling the quarter of a 
Spanish Dollar at one shilling and one penny Sterling and the one,. 
,eighth of a Spanish Dollar at sixpence-halfpenny Sterling and shall be 
respectively payable and received and taken in payment accordingly at 
those rates in payment and discharge of all debts and sums whatsoever 
which have been or are or shall hereafter be due or owing of contracted 
to be paid anything herein-before contained to th~~ol1trary not with­
stanuing and" that a tender and payment of four shillings and four­
pence of Sterling money of Great Britain shall in like manner be and 
be deemed to be equivalent to the tender and payment of one Spanish 
Dollar and so in proportion for any greater or less amount and shall be 
a discharge of any debt duty or penalty which shall have been con .. 
tracted to be paid or have been made payable or directed to be received 
or levi@,d ~n Spanish Dollars and that a tender and pa)ment of four 
shilling~ and four-pence of like Sterling money or of one Spanish 
Dollar shall be and be deemed to be equivalent to the tender and pay­
ment of fi \'e shillings of such nominal or current money as aforesaid. 
and so in proportion for any greater or less amount and shall be a dis­
charge of any debt duty or penalty which shall have been contracted to 
be paid or have been made payable or directed to .. be received or levied 
in money at the rate of five shillings for one Spanish Dollar, 

IV. AND~E IT FURTHER ENACTED that British copper 
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inOney' shall be:a legal tender ,or payment for its due proportion of 
British 'Silver money' as by law establishel in Great Britain-PRO­
VIDED ALWAYS that no person shall be compelled to iake luore 
than twelve-pence of copper money in one payment. 

V .. AND BB I~URTHER ENACTED that all Bills of Exchange 
Promissory Notes 'drafts cheques orders and undertakings in writing' . 
being negociable or transferable for the payment of any less sum of 
lJl0IJr than twenty shillings Ster19 which shall or may be made. ot 
<l'rawn or circulated or issued from and .~fter the publication of this Act 
shall be and the same are accordingly flereby declared to be absolutely 
void any law custom or usagtto'~ contrary notwithstanding. t, . 

VI AND,BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that if any person shall 
from and after the publication of this Act by any device method or 
means whatsoever make or draw or circulate or issue or willingly aid 
dt'assist in the making or drawing or circulating or issuing any such 
Bill of' Exchange Promissory Note draft cheque order or undertaking 
in writing ~ last aforesaid for the payment of' any less sum of money 
than twent:r;shillings Sterling every such person shall· forfeit and pay 
for every J;uch offence a sum not exceeding twenty pounds Sterling 
nor less thall five pounds Sterling at the discretion of the Justice or 
Justices of the Peace by whom such offence may be heard and 
determined. 

VII. AND (in order to prevent doubts or litigation in respect of 
eases in which Spanish Dollars have heretofore been paid and received 
or taken in p"nt as' money) BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY 
ENACTED ANn DECLARED that in all cases in which Spanish 
Dollars have heretofore been delivered or paid and received or accepted 
in payment as money such . delivery or payment and receipt or 
acceptance shall be deemed and taken to have been a payment. as money 
accordingly to all intents and purposes whatsoever and shall be and be· 
deemed and taken to have been to all intents and purposes whatsoever 
So discharge to the person or persons by or for whom the SJ.nvk shall 
have been so delivered or paid for the amount or sum for ilril!h such 
Dollars may have been delivered or paid and received or accepted. 

VIII. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that all fines penalties 
and forfeitures imposed by this Act shall be recovered in a summary 
way before any Justice or Justices of the Peace (whose decision deter­
mination order or adjudication shall in every case be final and conclusive­
to all intents and purposes whatsoever) wh,ich fines penalties and 
fori'eitures shall be to and for the 'use of our Sovereign pd the King 
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His Heirs and Successors to whom the same are hereby reserved 
for the public uses of ~he said Island of Van Diemen's Land and the 
support of the Government thereof in aid of the Colonial Fund of such 
Island. 

Passed the Council this twenty-second 
day of September one thousand eight 

GEORGE ARTHUR. 

hundred and twenty-six, ' ... ~ • 
JOHN MONTAGU, Clerk of the Councii. 

.! ; 

JAMES BARNARD, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, HOBART TOWN. 1839. 
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