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AN ACT to amend the Fire Service Act 1979 for the purpose of 
making further provision with respect to fire hazards and orders 
to extinguish or control fires given by responsible fire officers and 
for other purposes. 

[Royal Assent 19 July 1983] 

BE it enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and 

House of Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows:-

1-This Act may be cited as the Fire Service Amendment Act Ibartdt1e. 

1983. 
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Prlnclpal Act. 

Amendment of 
section 20 of 
Principal Act 
(Functions of 
Committee). 

No. 22 Fire Service Amendment 1983 

2-In this Act, the Fire Service Act 1979* is referred to as the 
Principal Act. 

3-Section 20 (2) of the Principal Act is amended by omitting 
" not less than once in each period of 3 months ". 

~*:,of . 4-~ection 24 .( 3) (a) of the ~r~cipal Act is ame.nded br omit­rs= ~ tlDg "lS not subject to the prOV1S1ons of the Publ,c ServIce Act 
Commlaioo). 1973;" and substituting " is subject to Parts V and VI of the Public 

Service Act 1973 but is not subject to any other provision of that 
Act;". 

Amencfmeotai I 5-Section 49 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting after 
~(i~T":~) subsection (9) the following subsections:-
Flreh-... • 

(10) Where-
( a) an abatement notice has been served by a munici­

pality in accordance with section 600 of the Local 
Government Act 1962 in respect of land on which 
it is satisfied that a statutory nuisance referred to 
in section 599 (1) (l) (ii), (iii), or (iv), (m), 
or (0) of that Act exists; 

( b) services have been rendered by a brigade at a fire 
on that land; and 

( c ) the abatement notice had not been complied with 
immediately before the rendering of those services 
by the brigade at that fire, 

proceedings may be brought in a court of competent jurisdic­
tion by the Commission against the occupier of that land for 
the recovery of an amount, being a charge for the services 
rendered by the brigade at the fire determined in accordance 
with the scale of charges fixed by the Commission under 
section 109 (1). 

( 11) In any proceedings brought by the Commission 
under subsection (10), the court may decline to make an 
order for the recovery of the amount referred to in that sub­
section if the person against whom the proceedings are brought 
satisfies the court that he took all reasonable steps to comply 
with the abatement notice or that it was reasonable in all the 
circumstances that he did not comply with the notice. 

* No. 3' of 1979. For this Act as· ameDded to 30th April 1981, see the contlnu!J!l Reprint of Statutes. 
Subaequently amended by Nos. 73 and 74 of 1981, and Nos. 9 and 10 of 1982. 
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6-Section 58 of the Principal Act is amended by omitting sub- =~:fof 
section (5) and substituting the following subsections:- ~Jct 

responsible 
(5) In any prosecution relating to a charge for an offence fire oflicen). 

under subsection (4), the defendant has a defence to that 
charge if he satisfies the court-

(a) that the failure to comply with an order given to 
him under subsection (2) arose from the direc­
tions given to him by the occupier of the land that 
he had to enter in order to comply with the order; 
or 

( b) that he took all reasonable steps to comply with the 
order or that it was reasonable in all the circum­
stances that he did not comply with the order. 

( 6) Where a person is convicted of the offence of failing 
to comply with an order given under subsection (2) to extin­
guish or control a fire burning on any land and services were 
rendered by a brigade at that fire, the court which convicted 
the person may, in addition to imposing a penalty in respect 
of that offence, order that person to pay an amount being a 
charge for the services rendered by the brigade at that fire 
determined in accordance with the scale of charges fixed by 
the Commission under section 109 (1). 

7-Section 109 (3) of the Principal Act is amended by inserting Amendmentof 

" it is otherwise provided in this Act or unless " after " unless ". rsci::t'i: 
for services 
at fires). 

8-Section 132 (3) of the Principal Act is amended by omitting =~.,~tofof 
from paragraph (d) "officers of the Commission and ". rr=J~). 




