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PUBLIC HEALTH. 

No. 70 of 1955. 

AN ACT to amend the Public Health Acl1935. 
[22 December, 1955.] 

BE it enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 

Council and House of Assembly, in Parliament assembled, 
as foUows:-
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1-(1) This Act may be cited as the Public Health Act Sbort.titl~ 
1955. and CItatIon. 

(2) The Public Health Act 1935, as subsequently amended, 
is in this Act referred to as the Principal Act. 

2-(1) Section .thirty-six of the Principal Act is repealed 
and the following sections are substituted therefor:-

" 36- (1) Except as provided in subsection (5) of this ~":~~~:. o~c. 
section it is unlawful in a city or town to have on any land-

I Any device, system, or scheme for disposing of night-
soil other than a licensed septic tank: or 

11 Any place for the accumulation of night-soil which 
is not emptied by an authorized service. 

(2) Where there is a contravention of subsection (1) of 
this section the local authority shall, by order served on the 
owner or occupier of the land on which the contravention 
occurs, require him to take such action within such time 
as-

I Is specified in the order: and 
11 Will-

(a) In the opinion of the local authority, put 
an end to the contravention and prevent 
its recurrence: 

(b) Satisfactorily dispose of any night-soil or 
product thereof which is involved: and 

(c) Cleanse any thing or place fouled by reason 
of the contravention. 

(3) If an order under subsection (2) of this section is 
not complied with, the local authority shall cause the action 
so ordered to be carried out, and may recover from the person 
who has not complied with the order the costs of that action 
and all expenses incidental thereto. 
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(4) Where there is anything outside a city or town which 
would, in a city or town, be a contravention of subsection (1) 
of this section, the local authority may, and shall upon the 
recommendation of the Director, a municipal health officer, an 
inspector appointed under section seven, or a municipal health 
inspector who holds a certificate of competency approved by 
the Director, proceed as if the land concerned were within 
a City or town, and subsection (3) of this section applies 
accordingly. 

(5) The Director may, by notice under his hand, exempt 
any town from the operation of subsection (1) of this section 
and in like manner revoke any notice under this subsection, 
and while a town is so exempt subsection (4) of this section 
applies as if the town did not exist. 

(6) A notice under subsection (5) of this section is a 
statutory rule within the meaning of the Rules Publication 
Act 1953. 

(7) In this section-
, Authorized service' means a public sewerage system, 

a service of cleansing provided under Part VI, 
and a service for removing night-soil after treat
ment authorized to be carried on by writing under 
the hand of the Director: 

, Licensed septic tank' means an installation in respect 
of which a licence or temporary permit is in force 
under section thirty-six A or which may be used 
under subsection (3) of that section. 

Septic tanks. "36A-(1) An owner or occupier of land may, upon pay
ment of the prescribed fee, apply to the Director for his 
approval of the plans and specifications of an installation 
about to be made on that land for disposing of night-soil there
on by bacterial, chemical, electrical, or other means, and the 
Director may signify his approval of the plans and specifica
tions, with or without modification, by the affixing of his 
official seal. 

(2) Plans and specifications submitted for approval under 
this section shall be in accordance with the prescribed require
ments, if any. 

(3) An installation constructed in accordance with plans 
and specifications approved under this section may be used 
until a licence therefor has been issued or refused as provided 
in subsection (4) of this section. 

( 4) When an installation constructed in accordance with 
plans and specificatIons sealed under this section is first 
inspected by a health officer after it is brought into use, that 
officer shall-

I If he is of opinion that the installation has been 
constructed substantially in accordance with the 
sealed plans and specifications and is fit for use, 



1955. Public Health. No. 70. 

issue a licence, in a form approved by the Minister, 
for the use of the installation: or 

II If he is not of that opinion, refuse, by notice in 
writing to the occupier, to license the use of the 
installation. 

(5) If a health officer making an inspection for the purpose 
of subsection (4) of this section desires to see the installation 
working for a longer time before forming an opinion on its 
fitness for use he may discontinue his inspection and conclude 
it on a later day. 

(6) Where a health officer refuses a licence under subsec
tion ( 4) of this section he or the Director may grant a 
temporary permit on such terms and conditions as the grantor 
thinks fit for the continued use of the installation, and the 
Director may at any time thereafter, if he is satisfied that the 
installation in its then condition is fit for use, grant a licence 
for the use of the installation in a form approved by the 
Minister. 

(7) An owner or occupier of land who uses, or permits 
or suffers the use of, an installation a licence for the use of 
which has been refused under subsection (4) of this section 
otherwise than in accordance with a permit or licence granted 
under subsection (6) of this section, is liable to a daily 
penalty of one pound. 

(8) If an installation licensed or permitted to be, used 
under this section becomes, in the opinion of the Director, 
a health officer, or a municipal health officer or inspector, 
defective or a nuisance or dangerous to health, the Director 
or the local authority may, by notice in writing, require the 
owner or occupier concerned-

I To remedy the defect or abate the nuisance: or 
II To remove, fill up, or disconnect the installation, 

and, in either case, to discontinue the use of the installation 
forthwith or from a date specified in the notice. 

(9) A notice under subsection (8) of this section operates 
to revoke the relevant licence or temporary permit from the 
date on which the use of the installation is to be discontinued 
under the notice. 

(10) A person who fails to comply with a notice under 
subsection (8) of this section is liable to a penalty of ten 
pounds and, in respect of using, or permitting or s'uffering 
the use of, the installation after the date on which its use 
is required to be discontinued, to a daily penalty of one 
pound.". 

(2) Proceedings pending at the commencement of this 
section under subsection (4) of section thirty-six of the Prin
cipal Act shall be continued after the commencement of this 
section under subsection (4) of section thirty-six A of that 
Act. 
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(3) The approval of the Director of plans and specificatIons 
under subsection (4) of section thirty-six of the Principal 
Act before the commencement of this section shall have effect 
as the approval thereof under subsection (1) of section thirty
six A of that Act. 

(4) Where, before the commencement of this section, the 
Director has, under subsection (6) of section thirty-six of 
the Principal Act, certified that a bacteriolytic tank has been 
constructed in accordance with approved plans and specifica
tions, that bacteriolytic tank shall be deemed to be licensed 
for use under subsection (4) of section thirty-six A of that 
Act. 

(5) Where an Act which commenced before the commence
ment of this section refers to the procedure in respect of 
bacteriolytic tanks under section thirty-six of the Principal 
Act it shall be read as referring to the equivalent procedure 
under section thirty-six A of that Act in respect of installations 
thereunder. 

3 Section sixty-six of the Principal Act is amended-
(a) by omitting the words" with the approval of the 

Director, the local authority thinks fit", and 
substituting therefor the following words:-

"I The Director requires: or 
II But only so far as the Director's require

ments do not extend, the local authority 
thinks fit "; and 

(b) by adding at the end thereof the following sub
section:-

"(2) A person who fails to comply with 
any requirement of the Director under this 
section is liable to a penalty of five pounds, 
and where such a failure occurs the local 
authority shall take all steps proper to ensure 
the execution of this section.". 

4 Section sixty-seven of the Principal Act is amended
(a) by adding at the end of subsection (1) the words 

"and in accordance with any requirement of 
the Director in that behalf"; and 

(b) by adding at the end of subsection (3) the words 
"and the local authority shall take all steps 
proper to ensure that the default is remedied 
forthwith ". 

5 After section seventy-two of the Principal Act the follow
ing section is inserted:-

Chemicals PUI "72A-(1) An authority having the management of water
!~p;ii:~ works supplying water to the public for domestic purposes 
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may, for the purpose of improving the health of persons 
using that water, put therein such substances, in such propor
tion and manner, as the Director may approve. 

(2) There shall be a committee to be called the Fluoride 
Committee consisting of-

I The Director, who shall be the chairman: 
11 A person nominated to the Minister by the Tas

manian Branch of the British Medical Associa
tion: 

III A person nominated to the Minister by the Tas
manian Branch of the Australian Dental 
Association: 

IV An engineer nominated to the Minister by the Water, 
Sewerage, and Drainage Board: 

v The Government Analyst: and 
VI Such other persons as the Committee may co-opt, 

and the members thereof may be paid such remuneration, 
if any, as may be prescribed. 

(3) The Director shall not approve under this section of 
the use of compounds of fluorine except in accordance with 
the recommendations of the Fluoride Committee. 

(4) A person who puts a compound of fluorine into water 
supplied to the -public for domestic purposes otherwise than 
as approved by the Director under this section is liable to a 
penalty of five hundred pounds.". 
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6 Section eighty-nine of the Principal Act is amended by ~;i~:ng of 
omitting from subsection (3) the words " or cause or suffer . 
any animal in his possession or control to be fed, or knowi~ly 
permit any such animal on any land occupied by him to 
feed" and substituting therefor the words" or cause, permit, 
or suffer any animal to feed or to be fed ". 

7 Section one hundred and eighteen B of the Principal :l~~:~lth~f 
Act is amended by inserting in subsection (4), after the ~>llildings. 
word" authority", the words" may and, if required by the 
Director," . 

8 Section one hundred and thirty-one of the Principal Act Requisitions 

is amended- ~~e~;i~~~ or 

(a) by inserting in sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph II 
of subsection (1), after the word "his", the 
words "usual or"; and 

(b) by omitting from that sub-paragraph the words 
" if any, in the district,". 


