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TASMANIA. 

1944. 

ANNO SEPTIMO ET OCTAVO 

GEORGII VI. REGIS 
No. 86. 

A.D. 
AN ACT to provide for the Co-ordination of Surveys 1944. 

in this State; for the establishment of a central 
office for the registration of Surveys and information 
relating to Surveys; and for matters incidental 
thereto. [24 May, 1944.] 

BE it enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative 

Council and House of Assembly, in Parliament assembled, 
as follows:-

1-(1) This Act may be cited as the Survey Co-ordination Short title 

Act 1944. ~~c~'::e~t. 
(2) This Act shall come into operation upon a date to be 

proclaimed. 

2 In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears- Interpretatian. 

"central plan office" means the central plan office Cf. Victorian 
bl ' h d d . Act No. 4732. esta IS e un er thIS Act; s. 2. 

" central plan register" means the central plan register 
established under this Act; 

" Commonwealth survey authority" means any 
Department of the Commonwealth, or any sec­
tion or branch of the Defence Force of the Com­
monwealth engaged upon surveys for the triangu­
lation and mapping of Australia; 



284 

A.D. 1944. 

7 & 8 GEORGII VI. No. 86. 

Survey Co-ordination. 

"Commonwealth survey officer" means any person 
authorised, in writing, by the officer in charge of 
the Commonwealth survey authority; 

" municipality" includes the city of Hobart and the 
city of Launceston; 

" plan" includes every plan, map, aerial photograph, 
or description made or obtained as part of any 
surveyor surveys; 

" proper officer" means-
(a) in relation to a department of the state­

the permanent head thereof; and 
(b) in relation to any other public authority­

any officer of that public authority 
appointed by it as the proper officer 
thereof for the purposes of this Act; 

"public authority" includes any department of the 
State, and the council of any, municipality, and 
any board, commission, trust, or other body, 
whether corporate or unincorporate, established 
by or under any Act for any public purpose, 
whether in respect of the whole or any part of 
this State, which is authorised or required by any 
Act to make surveys, or the functions of which 
are such as to require surveys to be made by, or 
plans of surveys to be lodged with, it; 

"registered plan" means a plan of which a record has 
been entered in the central plan register in pur­
suance of this Act; 

" registered surveyor" means a person registered as a 
surveyor under the Land Surveyors Act 1909;* 

" survey" means the act or process of determining the 
form, contour, position, area, height, depth, or 
any other similar particulars of any part of the 
earth's surface, whether on land or water, or of 
any natural or artificial features on, below, or 
above any part of that surface, or the length and 
direction of the bounding lines of any part of that 
surface, or of any such natural or artificial fea­
tures thereof, and includes the making or obtain­
ing of a plan or plans thereof; 

" surveyor" includes any-
(a) registered surveyor; and 
(b) person who carries out or superintends any 

survey on behalf of any public authority. 
Establishment 3 For the purposes of this Act there shall be established 
of central • ' 
plan office. m the Department of Lands and Surveys, a central plan office. 
Cf. Victorian 

~c:. No. 4732, .4-:- (1) The proper officer of every public authority shall, 
Public wIthm SIX months after the commencement of this Act-
:~;rt~dto (a) cause to be compiled a list setting out the prescribed 
~~r;;:;~r~ particulars with respect to all plans in the pos-
General lists 
of existing 
plans. 
Cf. Victorian 
Act No. 4782, 
8. 4. 

9 Edw. VII. No. 45, as amended by 15 Geo. V. No. 27 and by Statute Law Revision. 
(See Reprint of Statutes, Vo!. VI., page 747.) 
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session of the authority at the commencement of A D 1944. 
this Act which were compiled after the thirty-first . -._ 
day of December, 1910, whether made by or on 
behalf of the authority or lodged therewith; and 

(b) cause a copy of the list, certified by him to be correct 
and complete, to be forwarded to the Surveyor­
General. 

(2) Every public authority shall, upon being so required 
by the Surveyor-General, appoint a fit and" proper person as 
the proper officer of that authority for the purposes of this 
Act. 

S No survey shall, after the commencement of this Act, Public .• 
be commenced by or on behalf of any public authority unless :~r~!tles 
a notice in the prescribed form of intention to commence such !1~. of to 
survey has been delivered or forwarded to, and received by, :!m.m!~!' 
the Surveyor-General at least five days before the survey is ~~w ;~70~' 
commenced : A~t N~. 17&;. 

Provided that where it is impracticable by reason of the s. 6. 

urgency of any particular survey to give the notice required 
by this section notice of intention to commence, or as the 
case may require, of having commenced, the survey shall 
be given as early as is practicable in the circumstances, 
and shall be accompanied by a certificate of the proper officer 
of the public authority concerned setting out the reasons for 
the failure to give the prescribed notice. 

6-(1) Without limiting the generality of the provisions Power to 
of this Act relating to surveys in or contiguous to proclaimed =:r~ 
survey areas, the Surveyor-General may, by writing addressed requh~;"on of 

to the proper officer of any public authority, require, in relation :~:08ed 
to any survey being carried out or proposed to be carried out :r:~ with 
by or on behalf of the authority, that- BUrve:YB~t 

(a) the survey shall be connected to an existing local =Jr!~ ""c. 
or general survey or ~ased upon a specified datum X~t ~~.::;~. 
as to levels or otherwIse; . s. 6. 

(b) the surveyor carrying out the survey shall cause 
permanent marks of the prescribed kind to be 
established within or adjacent to the area sur­
veyed as the Surveyor-General directs, and that 
the survey shall be connected with any permanent 
mark or marks already established; and 

(c) the original, or a true copy of, any plan made or 
obtained as part of the survey, showing the date 
of the survey and certified as correct by the sur­
veyor who carried out the survey, together with 
a separate sketch plan certified as correct by the 
surveyor showing the position of any permanent 
marks established and the connection, if any, of 
the survey with any local or general surveyor 
with any permanent mark or marks already 
established, shall be forwarded to the Surveyor­
General within one month after the completion of 
the plans. 
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(2) The proper officer of the public authority shall cause 
the survey to be carried out and plans to be prepared and 
forwarded in accordance with the requirements of the Sur­
veyor-General and any plans so forwarded shall be lodged 
in the central plan office. 

(3) Every survey, not being a survey carried out for the 
purposes of the Real Property Act 1862,* commenced by or 
on behalf of any public authority after the commencement 
of this Act, whether the subject of a requirement by the 
Surveyor-General under the foregoing provisions of this 
section or not, shall be carried out in accordance with the 
standards of measurement and accuracy prescribed by regu­
lations under this Act relating to surveys of the appropriate 
kind. 

7 The proper officer of every public authority shall, in each 
year, within fourteen days after the last day of June and 
December respectively-

(a) cause to be compiled a list setting out the prescribed 
particulars with respect to-

(i) every plan prepared by or on behalf of the 
authority or lodged therewith during the 
period of six months in respect of which 
the list is compiled; and 

(ii) every survey carried out by or on behalf 
of the authority during that period of 
which a plan has not been made; and 

(b) cause a copy of such list, certified by him to be 
correct and complete, to be forwarded to the Sur­
veyor-General. 

8-(1) For the purposes of this Act there shall be estab.,. 
lished and maintained in the central plan office a register, to 
be called the central plan register, which shall be in the form 
prescribed and shall contain the prescribed classifications and 
particulars. 

(2) The Surveyor-General, after such enquiry as he thinks 
necessary, shall cause to be entered in the central plan register 
a record of such of the plans-

(a) set out on any list forwarded to him in accordance 
with section seven; or 

(b) forwarded to him under the provisions of section six, 
as appear to him to be of general value for the purposes of 
this Act, and shall cause to be marked or stamped upon every 
such plan, whether in the central plan office or not, such par­
ticulars of its registration and classification as are prescribed. 

(3) Where it appears to the Surveyor-General that any 
registered plan in the possession of any public authority is 
of such general value for the purposes of this Act that it should 
be lodged in the central plan office-

2/i Vict. No. 16, as amended by 26 Vict. Sess. 2, No. 1, 42 Vict. No. 9, 50 Vict. No. 8, 
57 Vict. No. 5, 14 Geo. V. No. 69, 16 Geo. V. No. 81, 23 Geo. V. No. 52, 25 Geo. V: 
No. ,52, 26 Geo. V. No. 69, and by Statute Law Revision. (See Reprint of Statutes, 
Vol. V., page 995.) 
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(a) in the case of any plan in the possession of a depart- A.D. 1944. 
ment of the State-with the consent of the Minis-
ter administering that department; and 

(b) in the case of any plan in the possession of any other 
public authority-with the consent of the chair­
man, president, or chief executive officer of the 
authority, 

such plan or a certified copy thereof shall, when required by 
the Surveyor-General, notwithstanding anything to the con­
trary contained in any enactment other than this Act, be 
lodged and kept in the central plan office. 

(4) No registered plan which remains in the possession of 
any public authority shall be destroyed or, except in pursuance 
of this Act, be removed out of the possession of such authority 
without the consent, in writing, of the Surveyor-General. 

(5) Where any alteration is effected in any registered plan 
which remains in the possession of any public authority, the 
proper officer thereof shall, within fourteen days after the 
alteration is effected, notify the Surveyor-General thereof, in 
writing, and, if a copy of the registered plan has been lodged 
with the Surveyor-General, a plan showing the details of the 
alteration shall be forwarded to, or lodged with, the Surveyor­
General together with the notification of the alteration. 

(6) For the purpose of the registration and classification 
of plans pursuant to this Act, every person authorised 
by the Surveyor-General shall, at all reasonable times, have 
free access to all plans specified in any list forwarded to the 
Surveyor-General under the provisions of this Act which are 
in the possession of any public authority, and shall be 
entitled to mark or stamp on any of those plans such par­
ticulars as are required for the purposes of subsection (2). 

(7) The Surveyor-General shall cause to be published in the 
prescribed manner and form-

(a) in the month of July next after the commencement 
of this Act, and thereafter in the month of July in 
every year in which the Minister so directs-an 
index of plans recorded in the central plan register 
as at the preceding thirtieth day of June; and 

(b) in the month of July in every year in which such 
index is not published-a supplementary index of 
all plans so recorded since the last publication of 
the index or supplementary index, as the case may 
be, up to the preceding thirtieth day of June. 

(8) A copy of such portion of each index or supplementary 
index as is required shall be made avaiIable-

(a) without charge, to the Commonwealth survey 
authority and to every public authority; and 

(b) with the consent of the Surveyor-General, upon pay­
ment of the prescribed fee, to any person. 

9-(1) Every surveyor, every Commonwealth survey Ins~ection of 
ffi d th . d' 't' b th regIstered o cer, .an every person au orlse III WrI lng y e plans. 

Surveyor-General shall, at all reasonable times, be entitled to Cf. Victorian 
Act No. 4732. 
s. 10. 
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inspect any registered plan in the central plan office, and the 
Surveyor-General, when so required, may authorise any person 
to inspect any registered plan which is kept elsewhere than 
in the central plan office. 

(2) Every person authorised in writing by the Surveyor­
Gen~ral, whether generally or in any particular case, and 
every Commonwealth survey officer shall at all reasonable 
times be entitled tQ inspect any registered plan in the posses­
sion of any public authority. 

10 Every public authority shall, when so required by the 
Surveyor-General by writing addressed to the proper officer 
thereof, provide an accurate copy of any registered plan in its 
possession to--

(a) the Surveyor-General or to any Commonwealth sur­
vey officer, free of charge; or 

(b) any public authority or to any registered surveyor­
(i) upon payment of such charge, if any, as is 

provided by or under any other Act there­
for; or 

(ii) where there is no such provision, at a charge 
which shall not exceed the cost of pre­
paration of the copy plus ten per centum 
thereof. 

11-(1) When the triangulation survey of any area 
within this State is completed and the plans relating 
thereto and such other information as he requires are avail­
able, the Surveyor-General, after consultation with the repre­
sentatives of such public authorities as may be concerned, 
and with such other public authorities as he thinks proper, 
may, with the consent of the Governor, cause to be carried 
out in that area such surveys as he considers necessary for 
the establishment of standard permanent marks for the con­
venient connection of local or general surveys with the State 
triangulation. . 

(2) If the Surveyor-General reports, in writing, to the 
Minister that-

(a) the provisions of this section have been given effect 
to with respect to any area within this State and 
that permanent survey marks have been estab­
lished for that area; or 

(b) there are in existence in any area within this State 
sufficient permanent marks for that area-

the Governor, by proclamation, may declare that area to be 
a proclaimed survey area for the purposes of this Act. 

(3) After the publication of any proclamation under sub­
section (2), every survey for any purpose under any Act 
of any area which is wholly or partly within or contiguous 
to the proclaimed survey area, shall be connected, as pre­
scribed, to at least two established survey marks for the pro­
claimed survey area either-

(a) directly; or 
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(b) where the Surveyor-General, or some person A.D. 1944. 
authorised in writing in that behalf by the Sur­
veyor-General, so authorises in writing, indirectly, 
by way of connection with an existing surveyor 
permanent mark already connected, or proposed to 
be connected, to standard survey marks, 

and no plan of any such survey shall be lodged with, or 
accepted or otherwise used by, any public authority or be of 
any validity whatever for any purpose under any Act unless 
it shows the connection required by this section certified by 
the surveyor who carries out the survey, or is accompanied 
by a sketch plan showing the connection so certified. 

(4) It shall be the duty of the Surveyor-General when 
requested so to do to advise the surveyor of any public author­
ity or any registered surveyor as to how proposed surveys of 
any area may be connected with the established permanent 
survey marks, and to authorise any indirect connection as 
provided by this section which appears to him to be more con­
venient or economical than a direct connection, and any survey 
carried out, or plan prepared, in accordance with the written 
authority of the Surveyor-General shall, if the authority is 
attached to the plan, be deemed for all purposes a sufficient 
compliance with the requirements of this section. 

12-(1) It shall be the duty of the Surveyor-General to- Surveyor-
General to 

(a) advise the proper officer of any public authority or adv~ as ~ 
any registered surveyor of all registered plans and ~~~iiru!'t~~n of 
of all proposed surveys which may render unneces- surveys, &c. 

I· 't th f d t Cf. Victorian sary, or lml e scope 0 , any survey propose 0 Act No. 4732, 
be carried out by or on behalf of that authority or 5. 13. 

by the registered surveyor; and 
(b) take all such steps as may be expedient for avoiding 

unnecessary duplication of surveys, including 
the-

(i) carrying out, for or on behalf of, and with 
the consent of, any two or more public 
authorities of any survey which may be 
required by such authorities; or 

(ii) arranging for the carrying out, with the 
consent of the public authorities con­
cerned, of any such survey by anyone of 
such authorities, 

upon such terms as to payment of the costs of the 
survey as are agreed upon by those authorities and 
the Surveyor-General or, in default of such agree­
ment, as may be prescribed. 

13 The Surveyor-General may at any time cause to be General 

carried out any survey which he considers necessary or desir- ~~:;:,.~_ 
able for the purposes of this Act, and may establish upon the ~:;.~u~ 
area surveyed such permanent marks of any prescribed kind surveyS for 

as he considers necessary and a record of the plan of every rhi~PA:' of 

such survey shall be entered in the central plan register. Cf. Victorian 
Act No. 4782. 
s. 14. 
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14-(1) The Surveyor-General may adopt any particular 
reference marks or other survey marks, or any class of refer­
ence marks or other survey marks, established by any public 
authority, whether before or after the commencement of this 
Act, as permanent marks for the purposes of this Act by 
pUblication of a notice in the Gazette specifying the marks 
or class of marks so adopted. 

(2) Any permanent mark required or authorised to be 
established under this Act, whether by the Surveyor-General 
or by any public authority, may be so established-

(a) upon any Crown land; 
(b) upon any land vested in, or under the care and 

management of, any public authority or any com­
mittee of management or body of trustees for any 
public purpose; 

(c) after consultation with the engineer or surveyor of 
the municipality concerned, upon any public street, 
road, right of way, lane, or thoroughfare; or 

(d) with the consent of the owner or occupier thereof, 
upon any privately owned land, 

and every person authorised by the Surveyor-General or 
by the proper officer of the public authority concerned shall, 
at all reasonable times, have access to such land, street, 
road, right of way, lane, or thoroughfare for the purpose of 
the establishment, inspection, and maintenance of any per­
manent mark or the connection of any survey with any per­
manent mark. 

(3) All permanent marks established by the Surveyor­
General under this Act, for any survey area proposed to be 
proclaimed in pursuance of this Act, shall be established out 
of moneys provided by Parliament for survey purposes, and 
shall be maintained in good order and condition-

(a) if upon any land, other than a public street, road, 
right of way, lane, or thoroughfare, vested in, or 
under the care and management of, any public 
authority, or of any committee of management or 
body of trustees for any public purpose-by the 
authority, committee, or body concerned, out of 
such moneys as are available for the care and man­
agement of such land; 

(b) if upon any public street, road, right of way, lane, or 
thoroughfare the maintenance whereof is charged 
upon any public authority-by that authority out 
of such moneys as are available for the mainten­
ance of such street, road, right of way, lane, or 
thoroughfare; 

(c) if upon· any privately owned land-by the Surveyor­
General; or 

(d) in any other case-by the council of the municipality 
within the municipal district of which the marks 
are established, out of the municipal fund of the 
municipality. 

(4) All permanent marks established by any public 
authority in compliance with any requirement of the Surveyor­
General under section six in relation to any survey carried 
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out by or on behalf of the authority shall be established A D 
out of such moneys as are available to the authority concerned .. 
for the purposes of such survey, and all permanent marks so 
established, and all permanent marks adopted under the pro-
visions of this section, shall be maintained in good order and 
condition out of moneys available for the maintenance of the 
works or undertakings of the public authority concerned: 

Provided that, where the Commissioner of Crown Lands is 
satisfied, upon the application of any public authority, that 
the maintenance of any such mark involves undue expense or 
inconvenience to such authority, he may direct that such main­
tenance shall be carried out by the Surveyor-General or by 
such other public authority, committee of management, or 
body of trustees, as the Minister may direct. 

1944. 

15-(1) The Surveyor-General shall, where necessary, give Notic~ of 
t · . 't' f th t bl' h t I It t' estabhshment no ICe, In wrI Ing, 0 e es a IS men, remova , or a era IOn &c., of per- • 

of any permanent mark to the public authority, committee of ~an:::]"~rk 
management, or body of trustees, as the case requires, charged autborit~ . 

under this Act with the maintenance thereof. :ai~~~~a';;~~~ 
(2) The Surveyor-General shall give notice, in writing, to Cf. Victorian 

the Recorder of Titles of the establishment, removal, or alter a- ~cillo. 4732, 

tion of any permanent mark in any case where he considers 
that the establishment, removal, or alteration thereof is likely 
to affect any plan lodged or retained in the office of the 
Recorder of Titles. 

16-(1) Any surveyor who discovers any apparent irregu- Surveyors to 

larity in the position of any permanent mark, or that any f::"~larities 
permanent mark has been destroyed or removed, or is in dis- ~f ~=~:ent 
repair, or that any measurements made by him differ from marks. 

those shown upon any registered plan, shall furnish a report x\ ~ctor~;~ 
thereon, in writing, to the Surveyor-General. •. \8. o. , 

(2) Any officer or employee of any public authority, not 
being a surveyor, who discovers that any permanent mark 
has been destroyed or removed or is in disrepair, shall report 
the same to the proper officer of such authority who shall 
thereupon notify the same, in writing, to the Surveyor­
General. 

17 The cost of any survey authorised to be carried out Cost of & 

by the Surveyor-General under this Act shall be defrayed out surveys, c. 

of moneys provided by Parliament for survey purposes. 

18-(1) The Surveyor-General shall as soon as is prac- Annual report 
ticable after the close of each financial year prepare and sub- (fen~~~eyor­
mit to the Minister a report upon the progress of the triangu-
lation survey of this State and the administration of this Act 
during that financial year. 

(2) The Minister shall cause a copy of the report to be 
laid upon the table of each House of Parliament within the 
first fourteen sitting days after the report is received by him. 

19 Upon the application of any public authority or any Exemption of 
registered surveyor, the Surveyor-General may, by writing ~~~sfr~:-veys. 
under his hand, exempt from all or any of the provisions of fg!,r"l::t of 

this Act relating to surveys or plans, either permanently or cl" Victorian 
Act No. 4782. 
s. 21. 
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for any specified period and subject to such conditions, if any, 
as the Surveyor-General thinks fit, any particular survey being 
carried out, or proposed to be carried out by that authority or 
surveyor, or any particular plan of survey in the possession of, 
or to be prepared by, that authority or surveyor, or any class 
of such surveys or plans, if he is of opinion that compliance 
with such provisions in respect of the particular surveyor 
plan or class of surveys or plans would entail the disclosure 
of any information which would adversely affect the public 
or such authority or the person by whom the surveyor is 
employed. 

20-(1) No person shall destroy, remove, injure, or 
deface, or directly or indirectly cause any alteration in the 
position of, any permanent mark established or adopted under 
this Act: 

Penalty: Minimum, Five pounds; Maximum, Fifty pounds. 
(2) Upon the conviction of any person for any offence 

against this section, the court may, in addition to imposing a 
penalty under subsection (1) hereof, order that the defendant 
shall pay to the public authority, committee of management, 
or body of trustees charged with the maintenance of the per­
manent mark in respect of which the proceedings were insti­
tuted, such amount as the court thinks reasonably necessary 
to reimburse the public authority, committee, or body of 
trustees for any expenses incurred in replacing or re-establish­
ing the mark. 

(3) Where the removal or alteration of any permanent 
mark is necessary by reason of any operations connected with 
the erection or reconstruction of any building, the removal or 
alteration of the mark for that purpose shall not constitute 
a contravention of this section, but the removal or alteration 
thereof may be effected subject to such provisions as to notice 
and report to the Surveyor-General, and re-establishment of 
the permanent mark, as may be prescribed. 

21 The Governor may make regulations prescribing all 
matters which by this Act are required or permitted to be 
prescribed, or which are necessary or convenient to be pre­
scribed, for carrying out or giving effect to this Act, and in par­
ticular for-

(a) regulating the establishment of permanent marks 
under this Act; 

(b) prescribing conventional signs to be used on plans 
required to be prepared and forwarded to the Sur­
veyor-General under this Act; and 

(c) empowering the Surveyor-General. to call for the 
production of the field notes of any survey a plan 
of which is registered, or forwarded, or set out 
on any list forwarded, to the Surveyor-General, 
under this Act. 

H. H. Pimblett. Government Printer, Tasmania. 


