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AN Aorr to consoiictate and arnencl the Lavv 
relating to the Importation, Carriage, and 
Storage of Explosives. [18 October, 1900.] 

W HER EAS it is expedient to make better provision for reg'ulating 
the importation, carriage, and storage of explosi yes: 

Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, 
by and. with the advice and consent of the LegiBlative Council and 
House of Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows ;-

A.D. HJUO. 

PHEAMnLE. 

1 This Act may be cited for all purposes as "The Explosives Act, Short title and 
1900," and shall come into operation on the First day of November, commencement of 
One thousand nine hundred. Act. 

2 The Acts set forth in the Schedule hel'eto are hereby repealed. 

S In this Act, unless the context otherwise determines, the following 
words and expressions shall have the respective meanings hereby 
nS&igned to them :-

"Chief Inspector" shall mean the Chief Inspector of Explusives 
appointed under the provisions of this Act: 

~d.J 

" Collector of Customs" shall include a Sub-Collector or other 
acting officer of Customs, or any officel' authorised hy the 
Collector to aet for him or on his behalf at any port ur 
place: 

• 

Repeal. 

I ntel'pl'etation. 
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"Explosives" shall include gunpowder; and every substallce used 
)i.ll' blasting or exploding purposes: 

"Importer" shall mean the owner, agent, or other person for the 
time being possessed of or beneficially interested in any 
ex}losives imported into Tasmania: 

" lnt'; ector" shall mean any person appointed .under the 
provisions of this Act as an inspector of magazines and 
explosives, or of magazines only, or of explosives only, 
and shall include the Chief Inspector of Explosives 
appointed under this Act : 

., Magaziu"e" shall mean any building, chamber, hulk, or place 
set apart exclusively for the storage of explosives: 

" Magazine-keeper" shall mean the person in charge of any 
public magazine: 

" Minister" shall mean the Responsible Minister of the Crowll 
for the time being administering this Act: 

., Prescribed" shall mean prescribed by this Act or by regu­
lations made by the Governor in Council under the 
provisions of this Act : 

" Pu blic magazine" shall include any' magazine the property 
ot Her' Majesty the Queen: 

4 This Act shall not extend to the keeping ot any explosives on 
board of any vessel of war belonging to fler Majesty, or to any foreign 
vessel of war, or to the eaJ'l'iage of explosives to or from a public 
magazine by a special order of' the Governor. . 

Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to any quantity of 
explosives provided for naval, military, or police purposes. 

5 It shall be la wfu I for the Governor in Council from time to time 
to appoint a fit and proper person as and to be the Chief Inspector of 
Explosive:" and such person from time to time to remove alld appoint 
another fit and proper person in his place; and in caRe of the absence 
or incapacity of such Chief Inspector, the Minister may from time 
to time appoint some other person to perform, during such absence 
or incapacity, the duties imposed upon the Chief Inspector by this 
Act. 

6 It shall be lawful for the Governor in Council from time to time, 
for carrying out t he objects and provisions of this Act, to appoint such 
and so many persons as he sees fit to be inspectors of magazines and 
explosives, 01' ot magazines only, or of explosives only; and such 
and so many persons as he sees fit to be magazine-keepers. 

7 All explosives imported into this Colony shall be landed at such 
places as shall be proclaimell by the Governor in Council and not else­
where; and the Governor ill Council shall prescribe the limits within 
which no vef\Sc! having any explosives on board, other than ship's 
stores, arriving at any such place shall be permitted to anchor. 

S The master or officer in charge of any vessel arriving at any port 
within the Colony having any explosives on board other than the ship's 
stores shall, imulediately after entering such port, hoist a Pilot Jack at 
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the mainmast head and keep the flame hoisted un61 such ('xplosives, on 
board shall have been landed or transhipped, and for Olil;tting- to hoist 
such Pilot Jack or to keep the same hoisted as aforesaid, the master or 
officer in charge of sllch vessel shall be liable to a penalty not {'xc-eeding 
Twentv POllnds. 

Up(;n the arrival of a vessel, having on bJaJ'd any e:(pl(;sives other 
than ship's stores, at a port in which there is no proc1aimed 
landing-place for t'xplusivPR, the master or officer in chargf' of such 
vessel shall forthwith make application to the Chief Illspector for 
permission to hllU the same; and such explosives shall only be landed 
and stored under the conditions to be contained in a permit issued 
by the Chief Inspector, and ill the presence of such person appointed 
by him for that purpose. 

And for neg-lecting 01' omitting to ohtaill the permission of the 
Chief Inspector to land such (;xpl"sivC's in tilt' manner herein 
mentioned, or fm' failing to cOlllply with the conditiolls contained in 
such permit, such master or officer shall f(wfeit and pay CL penalty not 
exceeding One hundred Pounds. 

9 The master or officer in charge of every vessel arrIvIng at any 
port in the Colony with explosi\Tes on board other than the ship's 
stores, shall report the ~ame to the boardi ng officer 01' pilot, w hieilevpr 
shall first go on board such vessel, and shall also, as soon as is 
practicable thereafter, report the same to the magazine-keeper, and 
I be master or offieer neglecting 01' omitting to make sueh report shall 
for such neglect or omission forfeit and pay a pellalty not exceeding 
One hundred POllnds. 

J n the case of a vessel havillg explosives on hoard othe!' than the 
ship's stores arriving at a port in which there is 110 proclaimed lauding'­
place for explosives, I he master or officei' in charge shall be deemed to 
ha ve reported the arrival of such vessel to the magazille- keeper UP011 

notifying the same to the Collecto!' of CUStoms. 

10 The ill! porter of explosi yes shall, as soon as is practicable aftet' 
the arrival of the impurting ves~d, enter such explo'iives at the Custom 
House and obtain from the ColleetOl' of Customs a permit, in 
the prescribed form, for the sarne to be landed. Such !mpOrkr shall 
thereupon deliver or cause to be delivered such permit to lhe magazine­
keeper under whose supervision the landing of such explnsives ~hall be 
effected. 

Explosiv:,s may, without lat,ldillg same, he transhipped and carried 
coastwise, provided that tllt' Customs dut.il:'s are first paid tilel't>OIl, and 
subject to such conditions as may be ~pecified in a permit to be 
i:;sued under the hand of the Chief Inspector or SOIIlC person appointed 
by him for that pnrposf'. 

11 Explosives shall be landed from tile ves~el in w\Jich the same 
Hl'C imported between the hours of Eight in the mUl'Iling and Foul' 
ill the afterlloon, or during such other hours between sunrise and sunset 
as may he authorised by the Chief Iuspectol', All explosives Si) landeil 
shall be rerno\'ed direct from the landing-place to a public magazine, 
or to a magazilH~ licellsed undel' the Aet, without delay, at the expeme 
of the ill1pmtt'!', and Ullder such conditions and pl'ecautinn~ as shall 
hI' prescribed. Any person who does any act cOlltrary to, or wilfully 
omits to do any act required by this Section, folhall forfeit and pay 
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the sum of Five Poands for e ery package of explosives landed Ol 

removed contrary to the provisio s of this Section. 

12 The Minister may prohi 
transhipment, or sale of any expl 

landing, storage, conveyance, 

13 The Minister may author se the destruction of any explosive 
that may have been landed, and which the Chief Inspector 01' Govern­
ment Analyst re~lorts to be da gerous to the public safety. Such 
explosive shall he destroyed by o· at the expense of the importer, who 
slJall, in respect of the destroyed xplosive, have no claim against the 
Uove1'llment'fol' compens11tion in respect. thereof. 

14 Every importer shall, within Three days of the date of receiving 
particulars of his consign men t, f )rwan! or ca use to be f"l'warded a 
copy of such particulars to the m' gazine-keeper at the port or place of 
hnding. No explosive, excepti g gunpowder ordinarily so called, 
shall be permitted to be landed w lich has been manufactured for more 
than Six months prior to the dat of its arrival ill this Colony, except 
with the consent of the Chief Inspector and after the Government 
Analyst has certifird, in writing, that such explosive may be safely 
handled and stored. 

15 N () boat shall be u:;:ed for t le con veyance of explosives, either to 
or from any vessel or landing-pIa e, u!lle~s the same is provided with 
tarpaulins or sail-cloths both umI I' and over the explosives conveyed 
therein; and no explosives shall e landed or conveyed from any vessel 
until tile permit issued by the Co lector of Customs has been deposited 
with the magazine-keeper, who ~l all forthwith give such directions as 
may be nect'ssary to prevent dam ge to such explosives 01' danger to 
the public, whieh directions the erson in charge of such explosives 
shall in all things obey. r\o explosives shall be landed at any landing 
place except in the presence of th magazine-keeper with whom such 
permit has been deposited, or s me person appointed by the Chief 
Inspector for that purpo~e. 

16 Every magazine-keeper sha I receive into hi;;; custody all explosives 
for which a permit has been issue( and deposited with him, and shall 
enter ill a book to be kept for tha purpOSI', the name of the importer, 
together with t:le particulars of tI e packages of the explosives so to be 
deposited, in sllch form as may b prescribed. 

In the case of the importatiOl of explosives ut any port in which 
there is no proclaimed landing-ida e for explo~iyes, the person appointed 
by the Chief Inspector to in~pec, the landing of such explosives shall 
furnish t he Chief Inspector wit a report, giving the name of the 
importer of such explosives, to 'ether with the particulars of the 
packages of.explosives so importp.( . 

17 No explosives shall be rem ve { from any public magazine except 
between the hours specifiEd in . 'ection Eleven of this Act and upon 
payment of the prescribed rent, s orage fees, and other expenses due 
to the Government by the import I' or owner in respect the.'euf. 

18 No explosives shall be received into or removea from allY 
magazine except in packages or barrels closely joined or hooped, save 
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as hereinafter provided, and not containing in anyone packag'c 01' A. D. !!lOO. 
barrel more thau One hundred pounds in weight, and the said packages 
or barrels shall be so secured that no part of the explosives call he 
scattered in the removal thereof, and in case of failure thel'eclt the 
magazine~keeper or person in charge or possession of any magazine, 
shall remove or cause to he removed the contents of the sllid packages 
or barrels into secure and proper packages, anrl in the case of public 
magazines the magazine-keeper shall charge the expense attending the 
same to the importer or proprietor of' such explosives, and such 
magazine-keeper may refuse to deliver the explosives so removed into 
fresh packages until the said expenses shall be first paid. 

J n the case of gunpowder, ordinarily so called, the packages or 
barrels shall hl~ hooped without any iron about them. 

19 If the rent, storage fees, 01' other expenses payable in resp{~ct of Explosives upon 
an V explosives stored in any pu bIie magazine shall not bt' paid fer the w hICl: storage. 

. f l' I h b I I' hI 1 . 1 11 &c., iol' Twelve space 0 we ve mont s y t le person la e to pay t le same, It s la month~ is due 
be lawfui for the Chief Inspector to cause such explosives in respect of may be sold. 

which the rent, storage fees, or charges are payable, to be sold by 
public auction at such prires as the same may produce. 

No sale shall in any case be made of any such explosives until after 
notice of such intended sale has been published in Two consecutive 
numbers of the Oar.eite, and ill Two consecutive numbers of a news­
paper generally circulating in the district ill which such public magazine 
is situate. Such notice J'.hall state the uame of the person wiJO appears 
to lJe the l'eg'istered owner or irnportel' of such explosives. 

20 Out of the proceeds to arise from the sale of such explosives it 
shall be lawful for the CLief Inspector to deduct and pay all costs, 
charg(>s, and expenses whatsoever incul'red uy him in respect of sllch 
sa]l', and in the next place, so far a3 the said proceeds shall extend, to 
deduct and pay th,e rent, storage fees, and other expenses payable in 
respect of the explosives so sold by him as aforesaid, and the surplus, 
if any, after payment of such costs, expenses, storage fees, and other 
charges as aforesaid, shall be paid, if demanded, to the importer 01' 

proprietor of such explosiYes, his executors, administrators, or assigns. 

21 I\'o explosives shall be carried from any magazine or from any 
one place to any other place in quantities exceeding One thousand 
POlmds weight on the same caniao'e cart drav waO'O'on 01' other b' . , . .J' 00' 

vehicle. 
Ko explosives shall be carried on any vehicle licensed or used fo]' the 

cun veyance of passengers. ' 
The provisions of this Section shall not apply to allY boat or to allY 

railway truck attaclied to a train; but any boat 01' truck carrying 
explosives shall be separated from any other boat or truck containing 
explosives by the length of a similar boat or truck not carrying 
ex pIosi ves. 

22 No vessel employed within or on the coast of Tasmania shall 
carry explosives, either as stores or eargo, ('xcept in sllch manner all(l in 
such quantities and unde]' such conditions as IlIay be prescribed. 
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23 No explosives shall lJe put OIl Loard any veRsel except at such Restrietions OIl 

place 01' places and heyund s4clt limits as . ma)~ be prescribed for the vessels loading 
explosive!>. 
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E;rplosives. 

shipment of explosives, ilnci oulv lwt \Iceu thp, hours mentioned Il1 
Section Elcven of th is Act.. 

24 No package cont:lining' (,xplosives shall he opened, and no 
explosives, except in IHlckagp as originally imported, shall be sold or 
delivered by candle 0]' other artificial light under a penalty Hot 

exceediJl2' Tweutv Pounds for each ufiellce. 
(," ~ 

25 If any persoll shall at any time have 011 any premises, other than 
a duly -licensed magazine, more than Thirty-five pounds' weight of' 
explosives, he ~hall {(»)' every SUCll offellce forfeit and pay a pellalty of 
not less than Five Pounds nor more than Tw-enty-five Pounds. 

Modeotohtaillillg 26 Any pcrS'lll desirous of obtaining permission to have more than 
licellce and fee . Thirty-five pounds' weight of explosive~ on any premises shall make 
t~)J' tllC ,ame. application in writing in the prescribed form to the Chief Inspector, 
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who shall forward such application to the Minister, together with a 
recommelldation thel'eoll. If the Minister sees fit, he shall, upon pay­
ment. of the prrscl'ibed ft'e, issue a licence authorising suell person to 
keep in a magazine on the premises mentioned in such licence, for a 
period not exceeidng' One year from the date of issue, such explosives 
not exceeding' the quantity specified therein. 

27 The persoll applying for any such licence shall, before the 
issuing thereof, have or cause to be built nil such premises a magazine 
cOIl:"tructed of such material and in such manner as the Minister may 
approve 011 the recommendation of the Chief' Inspector. 

28 If allY person shall have in any magazine any cOlllbllstible or 
inflammable materiul, or any greater quantity of explosives than is 
specified in his licence, he,IJall, to" every such offence, forfeit and pay 
a penalty not exceeding One hundred Pounds. 

29 Any inspector may, at all reasonable times, inspect any licensed 
magazine for the purpose of examining into the construction and state 
of sHch magazine and the nature and contents thereof; any person 
who wilfully obstrnets allY inspector in tlw performance of his duty 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding Tell Pounds. 

30 It shall Le lawful for the Minister bv notice under llis hand at 
any time to revoke any licence in respect ·~f any magazine, whether 
the same shall have been issued under the authority of this Act or any 
Act hereby repealed. •. 

The Minister shall specify in such uotice the tiDle withiu wllich the 
explosives in any such magazine shall be removed t.hcrefrorn, Hnd at 
the expiration of such specified lIotice any explosi yes in such magazine 
exceeding Thirty-five jlOllilds ill weight sliall be stored thereiu eontral'Y 
to tIle provisions of this Act. 

31 [t shall be lawful f"I' any Justice of the Peace upon demand 
made and reasoJlable cause assigned UpOIl oath by any inspector 01' 

constable, to issue a warrant under his hand to search in t.he day time 
any premises 01" vessel in which any explosives are suspeeted tl) t;e kept 
cOlltrary to the provisions of tllis Act. . 
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32 It shall be lawful for any inspector or for any constable having a 
warrant to enter in to and upon and search such premises or vessel and 
to seize and detain in such pla~e as he sees fit any explosives found on 
such premises or vessel for the purpose of being produced at the hearing 
of any information laid against any person or persons under this Act. 
Such inspector 01' constable shall not be liable to any action for such 
entry, seizure, or detention 01' for any loss or damage which may happen, 
except by wilful neglect, to such explosives or the barrels or pa,ckagas 
in which such explosives may be contained, and if admittance to such 
inspector or constable is in any case refused 01' wilfully delayed, the 
person or persons so offending shall forfeit and pay a penalty of not 
less than Five Pounds and not more than Fifty Pounds. 

33 The Governor in Council may from time to time make, alter, 
and rescind such regulations as he sees fit for carrying into effect the 
objects and intentions of this Act, so far as the same are not herein 
provided for by express enactment; and the Governor in Council may 
by such regulations appoint such penalties, not exceeding Twenty 
Pounds, as he deems necessary, for enforcing such regulations; and 
such regulations, upon being published in the Gazette, shall have the 
force of law, and copies thereof shall be laid before both Houses of 
Parliament forthwith, if sitting, and if not sitting, then within Fourteen 
days after the commencement of the next Session. 

34 If any explosives are landed, carried, or shipped contrary to this 
Act, they shall be forfeited; and, if any person violates the provisions 
of this Act, with respect to which no penalty is specified, he shall, on 
conviCtion, forfeit a sum not exceeding One hundred Pounds. 

A.D.1900. 
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35 All penalties and forfeitUl'es incurred under this Act shall be Recovervof 
recoverable and enforced in a summary way before any Two Justices of penalties'. 
the Peace in the mode prescribed by The lYlagistmtes Summary ]9 Vict. No. 8. 
Procedure Act; and any person aggrieved by any conviction or 
forfeiture may appeal therefrom in the manner provided by The 19 Vict. No. 10. 
Appeals Regulation Act. 

36 All penalties recovered under this Act, and all j'ents, tees, and 
other charges payable under this Act, shall be paid into the Treasury, 
and form part of the Consolidated Revenue Fund. 

s . '" -~ '% 

Year and Number 
rif Act. 

39 Vict. :No. 8. 

52 Vict. No. 13. 

8 CH E D U L E. 

AQTS '1'0 BE ItEPEALED. 

Title of Act. 

" The Gunpowder Act, 1875." 

" The Gunpowder Amendment Act, 1888.'; 

JOHN fAIL, 
GOVERNM.EN'l' PRINTERI TASMANIA. 
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