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A~ ACT to further anH'nd "The Electoral 1~f7. 
Act, 1907," and for other purposeH. 

[Re,Yerved, 23rd February, 1917; Royal Assent pl'ol'laimcti. 23rd AllgllNt, IDl7.J 

BE it enacted by nis Excellency the Govel'Ilol' of Tasmania, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and House 01 
Assembly, in Parliament assembled as follows :-

1-- (I) This Act may be cited as "The Electoral Amendment Act, 
HJ 17," and sllHll be incorporated with and construed as one WIth 

" The Electoral Act, 1907" (in this Act refelTed to <IS the Principal 
Act), alld every amendment thereof. 

6d.] 

~hOJ·t tltie and 
incol'pol'atioll with 
7 Ed. V 11. No. 6. 
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.\.D. 1917. ,/,/ 2 Section Sixty of the Principal Act is amended by inserting the 
\ --1 ~ ,I following words at tile end thereof :-

.->.menc ment,. 'If h b .. h' d'f' h G Seclion 60 or 't e mem er so resIgmng IS seat an notl ymg t e oVErrJor as 
Principal Act. aforesaid-

J~ Fails to secure election in . Tasmania for the Parliament of 
the Commonwealth : and 

Amendment of 
Section 87 of 
Principal Act. 

Amendment of 
Section 88 of 
Principal Act. 

Amendment of 
Sections 108 and 
114 of Principal 
Act. 

When ballot
papers i~sued at 
remote polling
place cuuld not 
affec t result of 
election, scrutiny 
may proceed 
without same if 
Chief Electoral 
Officer so directs. 
Cf. No. 17, un I, 
s. 31 (Com. Act). 

11. Is nominated as a candidate for the vacancy occurring 
through his own resignation as aforesaid-

the Returning Officer to whom the writ is directed shall forthwith, 
without holding a poll, publicly declare him to be duly elected to fill 
the said vacancy, and the writ shall be so returned notwithstanding 
anything to the contrary contained in this Act." 

3 Paragraph VIII. of Section Eighty-seven of the Principal Act is 
amended by omitting therefrom the words" duly stamp and hand it to 
the authorised witness for posting," and substituting tlterefor the words 
"hand it to the authorised witness for posting or delivery by the 
authorised witness to the returning officer: Provided that, if the 
envelope is to be posted t he elector shall duly stamp it at the time of 
handillg it to the authorised witness if required by him to do so." 

4 Section Eighty-eight of the Principal Act is amended by inserting 
at the end of ParagTaph IV. thereof the words "or hand it to the 
returning officer." 

5-( 1) The words " Form L in Schedule (3) " are hereby omitted 
from Paragraph 11. of Subsection (I) of Section One hundred and 
eight of the Prlncipal Act, atld the words" Form L in the schedulf'," 
are hereby omitted f!'om Paragraph HI. of Subsection (1) (If 
Section One h und red and fou rteen of the Principal Act, and the 
words "presc;ibed form" are hereby substituted for the words so 
omitted from the said paragraphs. 

(2) Form L in Schedule (3) to the Principal Act is hereby 
rf'pealed. 

6 After Section One hundred and thirty of the Principal Act the 
following section is inserted :-
. "130a Where a returning· officer reports in writing to the Chief 
Electoral Officer-

I. That the ascertainment of the result of the polling at an 
election by means of the scrutiny is delayed by reason of 
certain ballot-papers, issued at some remote polling'-place 
in connection with the election, not having reached him: 
and 

H. That he is ~atisfied that the votes recorded on those ba11ot-
papers could not possibly affect the result of the election

the Returning Officer may, if the Chief Electoral Oft1cer authorises 
him to do so, ascertain the result of the polling by the scrutiny, 
declare the result of the election, and return the writ without waiting 
tor tLe receipt of the said ballot-papers or countin~ the votes thereon." 
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7. After Section One hundred and Thirty-two of the Principal Act,-\.l>. 1917. 
the following sections are inserted :-

"PART XIA. 
" BY.ELECTIONS. 

"132a-(I) In case of any vacancy arising in the Assemhly, t.he 
. Governor shall by writing under his hand notity the same to the Chief 
Electoral ( lfficer, and no writ for the election of a member to fill the 
va~Hncy shall be issued hy the Governor unless the Chief Electoral 
Officer reports to the Governor that it is impracticable to fill the 
vacancy unde;· the provisions of this section: Provided that the pro
visions of this section shall not apply to-

I. Ally vacancv in the same seat arising in the same Assembly 
subsequently to a vacancy. in the same seat which has 
been filled under the provisions of this section: 

H. Such a vacancy by resignation as is referred to in Section 
Sixty of this Act, in the event of the \·acating member 
again becoming a candidate for the vacancy, 

(2) Upon the receipt of such notification th~ Chief Electoral Officer 
shall insert a notice in the prescribed form of such vacancy in at least 
Two newspapers circulating in the district in respect to which the 
vacancy has arisen. 

(3) If prior to or within the period fixed by Subsection (4) of this 
section for the receipt of consents, the Chief ElectorHI Officer shall 
receive from the vacating member a notice in writing in the prescribed 
form signed by the vacating member, and witnessed by an elector 
stating' that the vacating member intends to again become a candidate 
for the vacancy, the Chief Electoral Officer shall not proceed to fill the 
vacancy under the provisions of this section, but shall at once report to 
the Governor by writing under his hand that it is imprarticahle to so 
fill the vacancy, and the Governor shall thereupon proceed to iSSllP H 

writ as directed by Subsection (2) of Section 132c of this Act. 
(4) Any person who-

I. A t the general election held immediately prior to the said 
vacancy was a candidate nominated for election as a 
member of the Assembly for the district in respect of which 
the vacancy has arisen and did not withdraw from the 
election, and was not elected: and 

11. Is still qualified under" The Constitution Act" or any amelld
rnent thereof, to be eleeted as a member of the Assembly-

may nominate himself as a candidate for the said vacancy-
I. By delivering or posting to the Chief Electoral Officer bus 

written consent to act, if elected: or 
n. By signifying his consent to act, if elected, to the Chief Electoral 

. Officer by an ordinary message sent to him hy telegraph. 
Pruvided the Chief Electoral Officer receives any such communicaticl1 
on or before Twelve o'clock noon or! the Tenth day after the day on 
which he received the said notification of the vacancy. . . 

By-elections. 
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Where the nomination is made otherwise than by a message by 
telegrapll, it shall be made by writing in the prescribedo form, signed 
hy the cilndidate nominating, and his signature shall bl-' witnessed by 
an elector. 

Where the nomination is made by a message IJy telegraph it shall be 
vc·rified ill the prescribed manner. 

Ally such person who so nomillates himselfas aforesaid is ill this section 
reff'ITed to a~ a consenting candidate 

(5) If IIl1"re is only nne consenting candidale, the Chief Electoral 
Officer i"hall forth VI' i th- . 

I. Declare him to be dulv elected a member oftht' \ssemhlv to 
fi 11 the said vacancy·: and 

n. By wriling under his hand noti~y the election to the Uovernor. 
(n) It there are Two or more con"enting candidah's the Chief 

EII'dol,,1 Officer shall, within Seven days alter the date fixed fOl,the 
receipt Cif consents to act, proceed to aSf'ertain in the manner Ilerein
afil r directed, by an examination of all the votingo-)Japers counted for 
the vacating member at the said g· .... neral election, alld the voting-)Japers 
di rc'('ted 10 be counted f())· the vacating' member as Ilereinafter pro
vided, wllich consenting calldidate shall be eiecte(j to fill the saiq 
vacancy, and the following provisions shall apply :--

J. The expression • All the voting-papers counted for the 
vacat.ing member' shall-

(a) In the caSt' of a vacating member, who at. the said 
general t,lection harl, upon the Firsl choices bemg 
counted, a number of First choices recorded for 
him equal to or grerlter than the quota, mean 
and include all the voting'-rapers counkd at the 
said general electiun whereon First choices were 
so recorded for the vacating member: 

(b) In any other case, mean and include all the voting
papers counted for the vacating member at the 
time of his election, inclusive of voting-papers 
representing votes transferred to him: 

11. In any case where-
(a) The vacating member was, by the operation of Rule 

Ten of Sched ule (4) to t.his Act, declared elected 
at the said general election upon the exclusion of 
a candidate thereat who was lowest on the poll : 
and 

(b) The votes obtained bv such e:x-cluded candidate were 
not required to be transferred to the candidates 
next in t.he order uf the voters' respective prefer
ences-

so many CIf such vot.es as would have been transferred to 
such vacating member, if the votes of snch excluded mern
lwr had been so transferred t.o the canrl idates next in the 
order of the voters' respective preferences, shall, for the 
purposes of this section, be deemed to have been so trans-
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ferred to and to be obtained by such vacating memher, and A.D.1917. 
the voting-pClpers representing the same shall be counted 
fIr such vacating' member. 

T£[- (a) The voting-papers counted, or by this section directed 
to be counted, for the vacating member shall be 
examined, and all the votes obtained, or deemed 
to have been obtained. by him shall be trans
ferred to and counted for'the consenting cClndi
dates First or next in the order of the voters' 
respecti ve preferences: 

I b) The votes obtained by the vClcating member as First 
choices shall first. be tnHlsferred, the transfer 
value of each vote in this case being 1 : 

(c) The other votes (if any) of the vacating member 
shall then be dealt with in the order of the 
transfers in which, and at the transfer value at 
which he obtained them: 

(d) Each of the trAnsfers which takes place under the 
Two previous clauses of this paragraph, s~all be 
deemed for all purposes to be a separate transfer: 

(e) In determining what candidate is First or next in the 
order of the voters' preferences-

(i) The name of and First choices recorded 
for an excluded candidate at the general 
election, who is a consenting candidate 
at the by-election shall, fOl' the purposes 
of t he by -election, not be omitted from 
any votiJllg-papers transferred to the 
vacating member, but shall be counted 
for such <yonsenting candidate: 

(ii) Any candida~es who have been declared 
elected at the said general election, or 
are not ccl>nsenting candidates, shall not 
be consi~ered, and the order of the 
voters' p~eference shall be determined 
as if the r.ames of such candidates had 
not been on the voting-papers. 

Where it is found that onl any voting-paper there is no 
candidate opposite whose name a number is placed other 
than those who have been already declared elected, or who 
are not consenting candidates, or ~ hose names by Paragraphs 
11. 01' Ill. of Subsection (3) of Section One hundred and 
twent.y-seven of this Act, must be omitted from the voting
paper when determining the order ot the voter's preferences, 
the voting paper shall be set aside as exhausted: 

lV. After the number of votes in favour of each consenting 
candidate has been so ascertained as aforesaid, the method 
of counting votes where One member only has to be 
returued for a district set out in Schedule (4) to this Act 
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shall, mutatis mutandis, apply and be followed, and the 
consenting candidate obtaining an absolute majority of 
votes as defined in the said schedule, shall be declared by 
the Chief Electoral Officer to be duly elected to fill the 
said .vacancy, and the Chief Electoral Officer shall by 
writing under hi,S hand notify the tolection to the Governor." 

"132b Subject to the provisions of the last preceding section the, 
Chief Electoral Offict·r shall make sllch arrangements for the scrutiny {,-, 
under that section as may be prescribed by regulation: Each consenting' ? 
candidate may dppoint One scrutineer to represent him at the scruti!lY." 

"132c-( 1) If for any reaStln whatsoevel' the Chief Electoral 
Officer finds il impracticable to fiB the said vacancy under the provisions 
of the immediately preceding section, he shall as soon as practicable, 
and in 110 case later. than the Twent),-first day after the day on which 
he received the said notification of the vacancy, so repott in writin~ 
under his hand to the Governor. 

(2) The Governor shall as soon as practicable afrer the receipt of 
mch report, issue a writ, directed td'the Returning Officel' of the dis
trict in respect of which the vacancy occurred, fol' the election of a 
member to serve in the Parliament of I'asmania fill' that district." 

8 After Section One hundred and forty-five of the Principal Act, 
the following I'ectioll is inserted ;-

"145a The disclosure at auy time by any officer of the nomina
tions from time to time received or any particulars contained in any 
nomination-paper Rhall not be deemed a breach of official duty." 

JOB VAlL, 
1IO"'1IaN~ PIUN'I'D, TUK& .. U. 
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