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TASMANIA. 

1929. 

[,-., ANNO~IVICESIMO 

GEORGII V. REGIS. 
No. 83. 

****** •• *-~ ,*****.********,~*******.**.*<**** 
AN AOT to provide for the Establishment of 1~J9 

a Oommission to manage and control the 
State Hydro-Electric Works; and to pro-
vIde for State Control of all Waters in IJakes, 
Falls, Rivers, and Streams, and to vest 
such control in the said Comlnission; to 
empower the said Commission to regulate 
the use of such Waters in certain cases. 

[18 January, 1930.J 

BE it enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and House of 
Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows :-. 

PART 1. 
PRELIMINARY. 

1 This Act may be cited as "The Hydro.Electric Commission Short title. 
Act, 1929." 
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Saving. 

Application of 
Act to works 
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lnterpretation. 

20° GEORGII V. No. 83. 

H;lJaro-Electric Commission. 

2-(1) The Acts mentioned in Schedule (1) to this Act are hereby 
repeaied ; but such repeal shall not affect the oper'ation of any of the 
said Acts with respect to any inscribed stock, or local inscribed stock, 
created or issued under the authority of such Act. 

(2) All hydro-electric works, which the Minister for the time being 
administering the Hydro-Electric Department has been authorised, 
under any previous Act, to construct, execute, or complete, and which 
were not constructed, executed, 01' completed at the commencement of 
this Act, shall be constructed, executed, or completed by the Corn 
mission under this Act. 

(3) The powers and authoritie8 vested in, or exercisable by, the Com
mission under this Act, in connection with the construction of State 
hydro-electric works, shall apply to all such hydro-electric works as 
first aforesaid, and the powers and authorities of the said Minister under 
such previous Acts shall be deemed to have merged in the powers and 
authorities vested in the Commission under this Act, and all such 
previous Acts are, to the extent of such merger, hereby repealed. 

3 In this Act unless, the context otherwise determines:-
" Associate Commissioner" means an Associate Commissioner 

of the H ydro-Electric Department appointed under this Act: 
" Commission" meam; 1Jie Hydro-Electric Commission 

appointed under this Act; 
"The Commissioner" means the Commissioner of'the Hydro

Electric Department appointed under this Act, and" Com
missioner," when not immediately preceded hy the definite 
article, includes the Commililsioner and an Associate Com
missioner: 

" Crown lan9. " means land vested in the Crown and which is 
not dedicated to some public use, and includes all land 
vested in the Crown which is held or occupied for pastoral, 
mining, or other purposes under any lease or licence issued 
or applied for in pursuance of any Act, but shall not include 
land contracted to be sold by the Crown to allY person: 

,. Council" means the council of any city or municipality: 
" Department" means the Hydru-Electric Department: 
" Easement " includes a licence or other right in the nature of 

an easement : 
" Electrical energy" means electricity however produced: 
" Electric line" includes all means used for the purpose of con

veying, transmitting, transforming or distributing elec
tricity, any casing, coating, coveriI1g tube, tunnel, pipe, 
pillar, pole, post, frame, bracket, or insulator enclosing, 
surrounding or supporting the same or any part thereof, or 
any apparatus connected therewith: 

"Electrical supply undertakings" means all councils, com
llanies, firms, and persons (other than the Commission) 
supplying electric light or power to consumers for private 
purposes in Tasmania : 
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Hydro-Electric Commission. 

" Electrical work" includes all operations in, or in connection A..1J. 1929. 
with, the installation or the repairing, alteratinn, or removal 
of any electric line, electrical machinery, or apparatus or 
appliance used for, or in connection with, any supply of 
electricity : 

"General Manager" means the officer who, before the 
commencement of this Act, was for the time being the 
Chief Engineer and General Manager, or Acting Chief 
Engineer and General Manager, of the Department: 

" Judge" means a judge of the Supreme Court: 
" The local authority" means the council of the city or muni

cipality in relation to which the term is used: 
" Municipality" means a municipality proclaimed under the 
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Local Government Act, 1906 : 6 Ed. VII. No. 31. 
" New hydro-electric wurk" means any public work which 

Parliament may authorise ;-
I. To be constructed or carried out by way of extension 

of, or addition or improvement to, or otherwise in 
connection with or for the purposes of the State 
hydro-electric works; or 

II. To be constructerl, carried out, 01' acquired, and placed 
u.nder the supervision or control of the Commis
SIOn: 

" Part," used in relation to a legislative enactment, means such 
one of the parts into which this Act is divided as is 
indicated by the context: 

" Pole" means any post, pillar, tower, or other contrivance 
above the ground for the purpose of carrying or sup
porting or suspending any cable, wire, or conductor, used 
for transmitting, distributing, or supplying electrical 
energy: 

" Privat.e purposes" means any purposes other than public pur
pose" to which electricity may be applied: 

" Public purposes" includes the lighting' of streets, municipal 
tram services, and all government works and instrumen
talities to which electricity may be applied, but does not 
include the supply of electricity to private consumers: 

"Road or street" means any tramway, public and eommon 
highway, road, bridge, culvert, footway, square, court, 
alley, lane, thoroughfare, or pu hlic way or passage: 

" Section" means such one of the sections into which this Act 
is divided as is indicated by the context: 

" State hydro-electric works" means all hydro-electric works 
already constructed by the Department at the time of 
the commencement of this Act, or which were being 
constructed or carried on by the Department immedi
ately prior to such commencement, and all new hydro
electric works, and every branch of every business which 
was being carried on by t.he Department immediately 
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prior to such commencement, or which shall hereafter be 
carried on by the Commission in connection with any such 
hydro-electric works, or new hydro-electric works, and 
all real and personal property belonging to the Department 
immediately prior to such commencement, or w'iIich is now 
vested in His Majesty for the purposes of, or in connection 
with any such hydro-electric works as aforesaid, or which 
shall hereafter be vested in, acquired, or used by the Com
mission in connection with any such hydro-electric works 
01' new hvdro-electric works as aforesaid: 

" WaJleave contract" means any contract or agreement entered 
into either before or after the passing of this Act with 
respect to any easement in connection with the State 
hydro-electric works for the erection upon any land of 
any line of poles for the suspension thereon of any cable 
or apparatus for the transmission or distribution of elec
trical energy, or for the cutting, constructing, or laying 
through or upon any land of any channel, race, aqueduct, 
fiuming, or line of pipes for the passage of water: 

"vVork" includes any channel, race, aqueduct, Burning, 
line of pipes, engine, dam, weir, pole, conduit, conductor, 
meter, wire, machinery, or other appliance, construction 
or apparatm; of any description whatsoever, including 
any natural features of the country used or required for 
the purposes of this Act. 

PART 11. 

THE HYDRO-El,ECT1UC COMMISSION. 

4 There shall be a Commission for carrying this Act into f'xecution, 
which shall ue a body corporate, by the name of "The Hydro
Electric Commission," and by that name shall have perpetual 
succession and a common seal, and be capable of suing' and being' sued, 
and of purchasing, taking, holding, selling, leasing, exchanging, and 
disposing of real and personal property for the purposes of and suhject 
to this Act. 

5 The Commission shall consist of three persons who shall be 
appointed by the Governor. One of such persons shall be appointed 
and be known as "The Commissioner of the Hydro-Electric Depart
ment," and each of the other two persons shall be appointed and be 
known as an " Associate Commissioner of the Hydro-Electric Depart
ment." 

6-(1) The Commissioner shall devote the whole of his time to th~ 
performance of the duties of his office. 
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(2) Each of the Associate Commissioners shall devote to the per
formance of the duties of his office such part of his time as shall be set 
out in the instrument of his appointment. 

7 The Commissioner to be first appointed by the Governor shall be 
t.he person who, immediately before the commencement of this Act, 
was the CIlief Engineer and General Manager of the Hydro-Electric 
Departmen t. 

8-(1) Subject to this Act every Commissioner shall hold office 
during' good behaviour f()r the term for which he is appointed. 

(2) No person shall be appointed a Commissioner for a term exceeding 
five years. 

(3) A Commissioner may from time to time be re-appointed for a 
further term not exceeding five years. 

(4) The Governor may at any time accept the resignation of a 
Commissioner. 

9 A Commissioner shall not, in respect of his office as such, be 
subject to the provisions of the Public Service Act, ] 9:!3. 
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Associate 
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10-(1) The Commissioner shall receive, by way of salary, such ~~2;~ce Act, 

Yearly sum, not exceeding Two thousand Pounds, as the Governor 13 G V N '>'" eo. . o. _,I. 
may determine. ~alary of 

(2) Each Associate Commissioner shall receive such fees by way of Commissioner. 
remuneration for his services as the Governor may determine. 

11 Every Commissioner shall be entitled to receive such allowances 
for his travelling expenses as shall be prescribed by the Governor. 

12-( 1) In case of the illness, suspension, or abs~n('e of a Commis
sioner the Governor may appoint some person to act as his deputy 
during such illness, suspension, or absence, and until such appointment 
is terminated by notice in the Gazette. 

(2) Every person so appointed shall, while so acting, have all the 
powers and perform all the duties of the person for whom he was 
appointed deputy. 

Remuneration ot 
Associate 
Commissioners. 

Travelling 
expenses of 
Commissioners. 

Deputy
Commissioners. 

13-( I) In the case of a vacancy in the office of the Commissioner Actil1g-Com
the Governor may appoint one of the Associate Commissioners, 01' missioner. 
some other person, to act as the Commissioner during s~ch vacancy, 01' 

until such appointment is terminated by notice in the Gazette. 
(2) Every person so appointed ~hall while so acting-

I. Be termed. the Acting-Commissioner: 
n. Have all the powers and perform all the duties of the 

Commissioner : and 
Ill. Devote to the performance of such duties the whole 01' such 

portion of his time, and receive such remuneration for his 
services, as shall be set out in the instrt~ment of hj~ 
appointment. 
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(3) If and whenever an Associate Commissioner is appointed to act. 
as the Commissioner the Governor may appoint some person to ad as 
the deputy of such Associate Commissioner, in his capacity as such 
Associate Commissioner, until the appointment of such deputy is 
terminated by notice in the Gazette, and, while so acting, such 
deputy shall have all the powers and perform all the duties of an 
Associate Commissioner. 

14 - (I) A Commissioner may be suspended from his office by the 
Governor-

I. For misbehaviour, negligence, or incompetence: 1)1" 

11. If he becomes bankrupt or applies to take or takes the benetit 
of any Act of the Common wealth or the State relating to 
bankrupt or insolvent debtors, or compounds with his 
creditors, or makes an assignment of his salary for their 
benefit: or 

m. If he becomes incapable of performing his duties: or 
IV. If he in any wise participates or claims to be entitled to par

,ticipate in the profit of, or in any benefit or emolument 
arising from, any contract or agreement made by or on 
behalf of the Commission : or 

v. If he votes at any meeting of the Commission in respect of a 
recommendation in which he is (otherwise than as a member 
of the general public or as a shareholder in any incorpor
ated company, not being a director or officer of such com
pany, in which there are more than twenty members) 
directly or indirectly interested, or if he remains at any 
meeting whilst the subject matter of any such recommenda
tion is under discussion: or 

VI. If, being the Commissioner, he engages, without the consent of 
the Minister, during his term of office, in any employ
ment outside t.he duties of his office. 

(2) Within fourteen days after such suspension the Minister shall 
eause a full statement of the grounds of suspension to be prepared, and 
a copy thereof delivered to the Commissioner concerned. 

(3) The Minister shall also cause such statement to be laid before 
each House of Parliament-

I. If Parliament is actually sitting at the time of such delivery
forthwith: 

11. If Parliament is not then so sitting-within the first seven 
sitting days of such House occurring after such time. 

(4) If each House of Parliament, within fourteen days after the 
time when such statement has been laid before it, declares by resolution 
that such Commissioner ought to be restored to office, he shall be so 
restored; but, if each such House does not within the time aforesaid so 
declare, the Minister shall refer the statement to a judge, who shall, 
after inquiry into the matter, determine whether such Qommissioner 



2()o GEORGIt V No 83. 

B ydro- ELectric Commission. 

shall be restored toOl' removed from office, and, upon such determination, 
such Commissioner shall forthwith be so restored or removed as ehall 
have been determined by the j uoge. 

(5) The provisions of Sections Fourteen to Twenty-one inclusive 
of the Evidence Act, 1910, shall apply in respect of such inquiry 
in the same manner as if the judge were a sole commissioner appointed 
by the Governor by letters patent under the seal of the State to make 
such inquiry. 

(6) A Commissioner shall not be removed from office except as here
inbefore provided. 

(7) The determination of a judge under this section shall be final 
and conclusive, and, notwithstanding' anything in this Act to the con 
trary, no Commissioner who has been removed in consequence of an) 
such determination shall have any right of action against the Minister 
or the Crown in respect of'such removal or the suspension which pre
ceded it. 

15-(1) The office of a Commissioner shaH be vacated if he-
1. Dies, becomes insane, or is COIl \' it:ted upon indictment of any 

crime under the Criminal Code: . 
n. Retires or resigns from office by notice in writing delivered 

to the Governor, and accepted by him: or 
Ill. Is removed from office. 

(2) The Governor may declare the office of a Commissioner to be 
vacant if he is absent without leave of'the Minister from all meetings 
of the Commission during a period of two months, . or is absent from 
the State without such leave for a period of six months. 
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Vacation of office 
by a 
Commissioner. 

Governor may 
declare office 
vacant. 

16 All courts and all persons acting judicially shall take judicial Judicial notice to 
notice of the common seal of the Commission, and of the signatures of be taken of 
h C .. d h' d hA' C .. d common seal and 

the. domml~slonerd' anh Als . ePcuty, t. e. ssocIated fomhmlsf:slOnerfs, han. signatures of 
t ell' eputles, an t e ctmg- ommlssloner, an 0 t e act 0 t ell' Commissioners. 
respective appointments. 

17 No Commissioner shall incur any personal liability for or by 
reason of any act legally performed by him as a CommisSioner. 

18 The Minister shall be entitled to summon from time to time a 
special meeting of the Commission, and to attend all special and ordin
ary meetings of, and to confer with, the Corn mission, and shall have 
the right at all such meetings to obtain information upon any matter 
relating to the powers, duties, functions, or proposals of the Cflmmission. 

19-( 1) The Commission may call upon any council for any infor 
mat ion which it requires for carrying out the provisions of this Act, with 
respect to any matter in the city or municipality governed by the council, 
and it shall be the duty of such council to supply such information with 
an convenient dispatch when called upon for the same. 

No personal 
lia bili ty to be 
incurred by 
Commissioners. 
Minister may 
summon and 
attend meetin~s. 

Municipal 
council to supply 
information to 
Commission if 
required. 
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. (2) The Commission shall pay to the council the expense, if any, 
lllcurred by the council in obtaining any such information as aforesaid. 

20-( I) The Commissioner when present shall be the Chairman 
of the Commission. 

(2) In the absence of the Commissioner or his deputy or the Acting 
Commissioner, as the case may be, from any meeting of the Com
mission, the members present shall elect a chairman, who shall preside 
at that meeting. 

(3) At all meetings of the Commission any two members shall form 
a quorum, and when a quorum is present the Commission may act 
and transact business notwithstanding a vacancy in its membership. 

(4) The Chairman shall have a deliberative vote only. 
(5) Where the votes upon any question are equal the question shall 

pass in the negative. 
(6) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Commission may 

regulate its own procedure. 

PART Ill. 
VESTING IN THE COMMISSION OF EXISTING WORKS 

'AND CONTRACTS. 

21-(1) For the purposes of this Act the State Hydro- Electric 
Works shall be vested in the Commission. 

(2) The Department of the Public Rervice of the State, to which, 
before the commencement of this Act, the management and control 
of the State hydro-electric works were assigned, shall continue 
under this Act, and shall constitute the machinery for carrying out 
under the Commission the provisions of this Act. 

(3) The said Department shall be known by the name of ., The 
Hydro-Electric Department." 

22-( 1) All contracts, bonds, and agreements entered into, given, 
or made before the commencement of this Act by, to, or with any 
Minister or the General Manager, in connection with the State 
hydro-electric works carried on by the Department, and by this 
Act placed under the control of the Commission, shall be ml binding, 
and of as full force and effect respectively, against or in favour of the 
Commission, and may be enforced as fully and effectually as if, iusteal 
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of such Minister or the General Manager, as the case may be, the A.D. HJ29. 
Cvmmission had been party thereto. 

(2) All liabilities incurred by any such Minister or the General 
Manager before the commencement of this Act shall attach to; and 
may be enforced against, the Commission. 

(3) Any penalty, forfeiture, or other punishment incurred or to 
be incurred for any offence committed against any such Minister, or 
the General Manager, or otherwise in respect of' the State hydro
electric works, before the commencement of this Act, may be enforced 
and recovered by or on behalf of the Commission in the same way as 
such Minister or the General Manager might have enforced and 
recovered the same if this Act had not been passed. 

23-( 1) No action, prosecution, or other proceeding whatsoever, 
commenced before the commencement of this Act, by or against any 
such Minister as aforesaid or the General ,\1 unager, shall abate or be 
discontinued or be prejudicially affected by this Act, but the same shall 
respectively continue and have eftect for or against the Commission. 

(2) All judgments or orders made in favour of or against any such 
Minister, or the General Manager, and all fines or penalties imposed or 
incurred under any enactment hereby repealed, may be respectively 
enforced, levied, proceeded for, and recovered by, against, and in the 
name of the Commission in the same manner as they might have 
been enforced, levied, proceeded for, and recovered by such Minister, 
or the General Manager, if this Act had not been passed. 

24-(1) Every wayleave contract shall be binding on the land 
affected thereby without the necessity of registration in the office of the 
Registrar of Deeds or the Recorder of Titles. 

(2) A register shall be kept by the Commission, at the office of the 
Commissioner at Hobart, of all wayleave contracts. 

(3) Such register shall be in the prescribed form, and shall be 
available for inspection by any person having an interest in the land 
affected by any such wayleave contract, or by any legal practitioner. 

(4) No stamp duty shall be payable upon or in respect of any way
leave contract made by or on behalf of the Commission. 
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25 Every purchaser, lessee, mortgagee, or encum brancee of land, over Purchaser, &c., 
01' in respect of which the Commission at the time of the DUl'chase, lto be hdedcllled to 

b' . laye a - notICe 
lease, mortgage, 01' encumbrance shall have any easement Y VIrtue ofeasements 
of any wayleave agreement, which is then registered as prescribed, in respect of 
shall be deemed to have had notice of such easement at the time of which wayleave 
the purchase lease mortgage or encumbrance as the case may be. con~racts 

"" regIstered. 
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PART IV. 

GENERAL POWERS OF COMMISSION. 

26 Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Commission shall have 
ihe management and control of the State hydro-electric works and 
of the Department, and shall have and may exercise the rights, powers, 
and authorities. and discharge the duties conferred or imposed on it 
by this Act. 

27 It shall be. lawful for the Commission for and on behalf of the 
State to ---

[. Construct, operate, manage, ('ontrol, and general1y carry on the 
State hydro-electric works, and carry on and conduct. any 
business whatsoever relating to the generation, transmission, 
distribution, and sale of electrical energy, and carry 
out any purpose in relation thereto which the Commission 
may deem desirable in the interests of the State: 

H. For purposes aforesaid and with the approval of the Minister, 
purchase from any person electrical energy on such terms 
;os the Commission may think fit: 

Ill. Provide, sell, let f(\f hire aNd fix, repair, maintain, and remove 
electric lines, fittings, apparatus or appliances for lighting, 
heating. and motive-power, and for all other purposes for 
which electrical energy can or may be userl, upon such terms 
and c~mditions in all respects as the Commission shall 
think fit: 

lV. Generallv, in so far as is not elsewhere in this Act sufficiently 
provided for, do anything that the owner of similar works 
might lawfully do in "espect thereof, or that is authorised 
by by-laws under this Act: 

v. Appoint, discharge, and determine the salaries, remunera
tion, and allow,ances of' all officers, clerks, workmen, and 
servants whom the Commission may deem necessary to 
carry on the State hydro-electric works, or otherwise for 
carrying out the purposes of this Act; but all officers, clerks, 
workmen, and servants in the service of the Department 
immediately prior to the constitution of the Commission 
under this Act shall be continued in the employ of the 
Commission on the terms of their respective appointments: 

VI. With the approval of the Governor in relation to any 
particular matter, or class of matters, by writing, 
under its common'seal, delegate all or any of the powers 
of the Commission under this Act (excepting the power 
of delegation) to a Commissioner so that the delegated 
powers may be exerdsed by him with respect to the matters, 
or class of matters, specified in the instrument of delegation, 
and every such rlelegation shall be revocable at will either 
by the Governor or t.he Commi'ssion. 
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('2) Fxcept with the consent of the Governor, the Commission shall A.D. 1929. 
not enter into any contract for the sale of electrical energy unless such 
energy is then available or is to become available on completion of new 
hydro-electric works for 1he construction of which moneys have been 
provided by Par'iament. 

28 No new hydro-electric works shall be constructed by· the Construction of 
Commission unless and until the moneYR therefor have heen voted by new works. 
Parliament. 

29 The Public Works Committee Act, ] 914. shall not apply to 
the State hydro-electric works; hut hefore any vote is submitted to 
Parliament for new hydro-electric works, a report in reference to 
such works shall be furnished by the Commission to the Minister, 
setting out as far as possible--

I. The nature of the works: 
11. The estimated cost of the works: 
Ill. The amount of the proposed vote: 
IV, The annual amount proposed to be set aside by way of 

sinking fund in respect of the loan to be raised for the 
proposed works: 

v. The estimated annual cost of working, maintenance, and 
interest: 

vI. The estimated annual revenue: and 
VII. The opinion of the Commission as to the necessity or desira

bility of the works, together with its recommendations and 
a resume of the reason!;; on which such recommendations 
are founded. 

30 The Commission, with the approval of the Minister, may make 
rules not inconsistent with this Act, or the by-laws made thereunder·-

I. For the good government of the business and affairs of the 
State hydro-electric works and of the Department: and 

11. For regulating the carrying out, 01' doing, of allY matter 
or thing necessary or convenient to be carried out or done, 
in connection with the business or affairs of the State 
hydro-elect.ric works, or of the Department. 

31 The Commission, with the consent in writing of the Minister, by 
instrument under its common seal, may appoint any person to act as its 
attorney outside the State, for the purpose of doing anything which the 
Commission might itself lawfully do, and any person so appointed may 
do any act, or execute any power or function, which he is authorised by 
sltch instrument to do or execute. 

. 32 The Commission shall furnish an annual report to the Minister 
of the operations, business, and affairs of the State hydro-electric works 
i:l:nd of the Department. . 
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PART V. 

EXECUTION OF CONTRACTS. 

33-(1) The execution of any contract or the exercise of any 
power, respectively, by the Commission may be effected--

I. By writing nnder the common seal of the Commission: 
n. By writing, signed by any person acting under the express 

or implied authority of the Commission: 01' 

1II. Orally by any person acting under the express or implied 
authority of the Commission-

according as the transactions, if between ]Jrivate persons, would 
require to be in writing under seal, or in writing, or could be effected 
orally, respectively. 

(2) All contracts, made according to the provisions contained in this 
section, shall be effectual in law, and shall be binding upon the Com
mission, and on all other parties thereto, their heirs, executors, 01' 

administrators as the case may be. 
(:3) Nothing in. this section shall affe~t the validity of any contract 

exe('ut('rl on behalf of the Commission Ly its duly appointed attorney. 

PART VI. 

FINANCE AND ACCOU NTS 

34 The provisions of this part shall come into operation on the 
first day of July, one thousand nine hundred and thirty. 

35-( 1) There shall be debited to the Commission in the Treasury 
books on the first day of July, one thousand nine hundred and thirty
a sum to be ascertained by adding together all amounts which shall 
appear on the thirtieth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and 
thirty, from the Department's books, after adjustment with the Treasury 
books, to have been expended by the Department or the Commission 
on capital account in connection with the State hydro-eledric works up 
tu such lastmentioned date. 

(2) The sum so ascertained and debited as aforesaid shall be deemed 
to constitute a loan from the State to the Commission, and is hereinafter 
called" the principal loan." 

36-()) Subject to the provisions of this Act the Commission may 
requisition the Treasurer for any moneys required by the Commission 
for capital expenditure in connection with the State hydro-electric 
works, which shall have been voted by Parliament for that purpose, and 
the Treasurer shall pay the same to the Commission forthwith. 

(2) Every payment made by the Treasurer to the Commission under 
this section which comprises or forms part of money voted by Parliament 
at any time for the State hydro-electric works, shall be deemed to be a 
loan from the State to the Commission, and all such loans ar{) hel'{)iq-
~fter ~ane<l "i:ldd~tioIlal loans," . . 
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(3) The amount of all charges and expenses incurred by the 
Treasurer in borrowing and raising any sum of money to be hereafter 
voted hy Parliament for the State hydro-electric works shall, as at 
the date when such amount shall have been ascertained, be deemed to 
constitute a payment by the Treasurer to the Commission under this 
section, and to form paet of the money voted by Parliament for the pur
pose aforesaid. 

37 Where-
1. Any works-

(a) Are constructed or completed by the Commission 
in consequence of any hydro-metric or other 
survey made by the Department before the com
mencement of this Part: or 

(b) Have been constructed, or partly constructed, by 
the Department lJefore such commencement, and 
such works are hereafter utilized or com pleted 
by the Commission : and 

11. Any expenditure incurred in connection with such surveyor 
construction has been defrayed out of any of the amounts 
mentioned in Schedule (2) to this Act-

the amount of such expenditure shall be debited to the Commission in 
the Treasury books as from the date when the Commission eertifies 
that such works have been put into operation, and such amount, as from 
such last-mentioned date, shall be deemed to constitute an additional 
loan from the State to the Commission within the meaning of this Act. 

931 

A.D.1929. 

Costs of raising 
monev;; for Corn
misRi~n to he 
charged to the 
Commission. 

Cost of cel'ta III 
surveys, &c., 
made befOl'e corn· 
mencement of 
this Act to be 
debited to the 
Commission ill 
certain events. 

38-(1) The Commission shall pay to the Treasurer on account Com.mission to 
of the Consolidated Revenue half-yearly, on the thirty-first day of pay lllterest on 
D b . 1 t·· I I f J' . 1 i' tl loans. ecem er ana tile tIlll'tiet 1 (av 0 une In eac 1 veal', a tee le com-
mencement of this Part, intel'~st in respect of the' principal and addi
tional loans or so much thereof as for the time being shall remain owing 
to the State, subject to the provisions, and at the l'utes hereinafter 
provided. 

(2) Such interest as aforesaid shall be paid-
I. In respect of the principal loan, from the first day of July, 

one thousand nine hundred and thirty : and 
11. In respect of the additional loans, from the respective dates 

of the payments by the Treasurer to the Commission of 
the moneys comprising such additional loans. 

(3) The interest to be paid as aforesaid on any moneys comprlsmg, 
or forming part of, any of'the said loans shall be at sueh rate as the 
Governor from time to time may determine. I 

(4) The interest payable by the Commission to the Treasurer, as pro
vided by Subsection Cl) hereof, upon any portion of the aforesaid loans 
during the construction of the works upon which such loans have been, 
()\ are being, expended, until the Comm~ssion shall eertify that such 
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works have been put into operation, shall be charged to, and be defrayed 
Ollt of, the capital moneys of the loan by the expenditllre of which such 
'Vorks have been constructed. 

39-(1) The amount standing in the books of the Treasury at the 
commencement of this Part to credit of' the Department's depreciation 
account, with all interest accruing due in respect thereof up to the date 
of such commencement, shall be transferred to an account to be kept in 
the books of the Treasury and called" The Hsdro-Electric Commission's 
Depreciation, Replacement, and Loans Redemption Accuunt." 

(2) The amounts standing' from time to time to the credit of such 
account as aforesaid (which is hereinafter called "the Depreciation 
Account") shall be available at all times for the requirements of the 
Commission for the purposes hereinafter mentioned. 

(3) The Treasurer shall pay to the credit of the Depreciation Account 
annually, on the thirtieth day of .June in each financial year, interest 
on the daily balance standing to the credit thereof during such year at 
the rates at which interest is payable for the time being by the Com
mission in respect of its loans. 

(4) The interest payable as aforesaid by the Treasurer shall be paid 
out of the Consolidated Revenue, which to the necessary extent is 
appropriated accordingly. 

(5) The Commission shall pay to the Treasurer from time to time 
such sums as the Commission may consider necessary to provide for 
renewing 01' replacing any plant, machinery, or othf'r asset of a wasting 
nature, and all such sums shall be credited to the Depredation Acconnt. 

(6) The Treasurer, on the requisition of the Commission, shall 
pay to the Commission, out of the Depreciation Account, such sums as 
the Commission may require from :time to time for the purpose of 
renewing or replacing any plant, machinery or asset ofthe Commission. 

40-(]) In respect of each loan owing by the Commission to the 
State, the Commission shall pay to the Treasurer, to be paid by him to 
the credit of I 'Apreciation Account half-yearly, on the thirty-first day of 
December and the thirtieth day of June in each year, after the com
mencement of this Act, and until such loan is fully redeemed, a sum 
by way of sinking fund for redeeming the loan at a rate not less than 
Five Shillmgs per centum per annum of su,·h loan 

(2) The Treasurer, from time to time, shall apply out of the Depre
ciation Account such amounts as the Commission may determine for 
or towards the redemption of the loans owing' by the Commission to 
the State and all such amounts shall be credited to the Commission's 
capital account. 

41-(1) The Commission shall cause an account, 01' accounts, t.o be 
opened with the Commonwealth Rank of Australia at Hobart in the 
name of" The Hydro-Electric Commission," and all moneys received 
on account of the Commission shall be deposited therein, and all 
expenditure of, or in connection with, the Commission shall be drawn 
from such account or accounts. 
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(2) No moneys shall be withdrawn from any such account as afore
said except by cheque signed by a Commissioner, or an officer or 
officers to be appointed by the Commission, and counter-signed by the 
officer appointed for that purpose by the Commission. 

42-(1) The Commission, with the consent of the Treasurer, shall 
have power to borrow money by overdraft on its bank account or 
accounts for the purposes of the State Hydro-Electric Works, but such 
overdraft shall not at anv time exceed in the whole Ten thousand 
Pounds. • 

(2) The Commission may at any time, and from time to time-
I. In lieu of borrowing money by overdraft on its bank 

account: or 
H. For the purpose of paying off such overdraft, either in the 

w hole or in part-
apply to the Treasurer for a temporary advance, and the Treas
urer may, if he thinks fit so to do, out of any moneys at his 
disposal, advance to the Commj~sion such amount as he shall think fit, 
upon such terms as to repayment thereof, payment of interest thereon, 
and otherwise, as the Treasurer shall determine. 

(3) The amount to be owing by the Commission to the Treasurer in 
respect of any such advance as aforesaid shall not at any time, together 
with the amount, if any, then owing by the Commission on its over
draft as aforesaid, exceed Ten thousand Pounds. 

43 The .Commission may invest any moneys held by it in any 
Government securities uf the State, ill any other securities prescribed 
by the Governor, or such securities as the Governor may approve. 

44. The Commission shall cause true accounts to be kept containing 
particulars-

J. Of all sums of money received and expended by the 
Commission; and 

n. Of all assets and liabilities of the Commission. 

45- (1) Within three months after the first day of July in every 
financial year, the Commission shall cause to be prepared-

I. A trading account, containing particulars of the gross receiptR 
accruing from the operations of the Commission during 
the previous financial year, and the total expenditure upon 
the working, management, and maintenance of the State 
hydro-electric works: 

n. A profit and loss account for the previous finallcial year, 
containing the particulars mentioned in Subsection (2) of 
this section: and 

Ill. A balance-sheet, containing pal'ticulars of all the assets and 
liabilities of the Comulisslon, as at the end of the previous 
financial year. 
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(2) The profit and loss account shall show as, a debit or credit, as 
the case may be, the balance carried to it from the trading account, 
and the balance of the profit and loss account shall be arrived at after 
making provision for the payment and setting a8ide of--

I. Interest payable by the Commission to the Treasurer upon, 
or in respect of, all loans owing by the Commission to the 
State: 

11. Such amount, as a contribution t.owards the said fund, as the 
Commission may consider necessary to provide for renewing 
or replacing any plant, machinery, or other asset of a 
wasting natnre, alld to provide sinking funds in respect 
of loans (IS herein before provided: 

Ill. Such amount as the Commission may consider necessary, 
as a contribution towards a contingency reserve fund, to meet 
any unforseen expenditure that may arise fl'OIn time to 
time, but such contingency reserve fund shall not at any 
time, without the consent of the Minister, exceed Twenty 
thousand Pounds: and 

IV. Such amount as the Commission may recommend, and the 
Minister may approve, to be set aside towards a special 
redemption reserve fund, for the purpose of writing down 
a~ly special costs incurred in the construction of capital 
works. 

46-( 1) Whenever, in any financial year, the profit and loss account, 
in respect of the immediately preceding financial year, shall show a 
credit halance, the Commission shall pay to the Treasurer; the amount 
of such credit balance. 

(2) Whenever, in any financial year, the profit and loss account, 
in respect of the immediately preceding financial year, shall show a 
debit balance, the Treasurer shall pay to the Commission out of the 
Consolidated Revenue, without any other authority than this sub
section, the amount of su('h debit balance. 

(3) Where any payment is to be made to, or by, the Commission 
in any financial year under the foregoing provisions of this section, the 
same shall be made within one month after the Auditor-General 
shall have certified to the correctness of the profit and loss account in 
respect of the immediately preceding financial year. 

47- (1) The balance-sheet and accounts herein before referred 
~o shall be submitted to the Auditor-General not later than the first 
day of October in each ye::!r for audit by him, and, when so audited, shall 
be forthwith forwarded by the Commission to the Minister, together 
with the Auditor-Genel'al's certificate as to the correctness thereof 
and the al1nualreport required by Part IV. . 

(2) The said balance-sheet and accounts, and annual report shall be 
laid before each House of Parliament within the fin;;t Ten sitting days 
of such House, after the receipt thereof by the Minister. 
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(3) The Auditor-General shall have, in respect of 
of the Commission, all the powers conferred upon him 
Act, 19H1, in relation to the audit of public accounts. 

the accounts A. n. 1929. 
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48,-(1) When the Commission undertakes any new hydro-electric 
works it may, with the consent of tbe Minister, payout of any loan 
moneys to be hereafter advanced to it by the Treasurer, sllch proportion 
of the salary pavable to the Commissioner, or the ActinO'-Com-. . .. ~ 

mlSSlOner, as the case may be, and of the fees payable to the 
Associate Commissioners, as with the approval of the Minister the 
Commission may determine, and may debit such payments to capital 
account and credit the trading account therewith. 

(2) The allowances for travelling expenses of the Commissioner, or 
the Acting-Commissioner, as the case may be, and of the Associate 
Commissioners shall be debited to such accounts as the Commission, 
with the approval of the Minister, shall determine. 

PAHT VII. 

VESTING IN THE COMMISSION OF WATERS 
OF THE STATE. 

49-(1) Subject to any rights lawfully held at the commence
ment of this Act, the sole right to use water in lakes, falls, rivers, or 
streams shall vest in the Commission, and such sole right shall be held 
by the Commission for the purposes of this Act. 
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(2) The Commission, with the consent of the Minister, may Purchase of 
purchase existing rights to the use of water in lakes, falls, rivers, 0'1' existing rights. 
streams. 

(3) The Commission in the prescribed manner, and with the consent 
of the Governor in any case~ may acquire compulsorily existing rights 
to the use of water in lakes, falls, rivers or streams. 

(4) Compensation shall be paid by the Commission in respect of such 
acquisition in the manner provided by. and subject to the provisions of, 
Part XI. 

(5) The provisions of this section shall not apply to or in respect of 
any rights directly granted by any Act. 

50 From and after the commencement of this Act, no right to the 
use of water in lakes, falls, rivers, or streams shall be capable of' com
ing into existence by reason only of the enjoyment of such use for 
any period or of any presumption of a lost grant based upon such 
enjoyment. 

51 To the extent to which the right to the use of the water in any 
lakes, falls, rivers, or streams is vested in the Commission, the 
Commission if the Governor so directs, and subject to such conditions 
as the Governor may determine, shall permit any person to be 
desig'nated by the Govemor to use such water for any purpose. 
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52 Nothing in this Act shall affect the right of any person to the 
supply of water for stock, or domestic purposes, or under the Mining 
Act, 1929. 

53 The Commission in the exercise of its powers unde)' this or any 
other Act. may raise or lower the level of any lak6, river, or stream, 
and impound, divert, and use the waters thereof, and may construct, 
on or through any Crown land or private land, any works which the 
Commission shall deem necessary for any of the purposes aforesaid. 

PART VIII. 

VESTING ANn ACQUISITlON OF I,AND. 

54-( 1) The Governor, on the eertificate of the Commission that 
any Crown land is required for the purposes of this Act, and on the 
recommendation of the M inister, may declare by Proclamation that ~uch 
land shall vest in the Commission for the purposes of t.he State Hydro
Electric Works, and such Crown land shall thereupon vest in the Com
mission for the purposes aforesaid, and all the estate and iuterest (if 
any) therein of any person, other than the Commission, whether as 
lessee, Iicencee, or other wise howsoever. shall cease and determine. 

(2) Where any Crown land which has been vested in the Commission 
unuer Subsection (1) hereof was, at the time of such vesting, held or 
ocoupied by any p~rson for pastoral, mining, or other purposes under 
any lease, licence. or other statutory authority, compensation shall be 
paid by the Commission to such person in the same manner as if the 
estate or interest of such person as lessee, licencee, or otherwise had 
been in respect of private land and had been, acquil'ed, or taken under 
the authority of this Part. 

55-(l) The Commission. with the approval of the Minister, may
I. Purchase, acquire, or take any private land it may deem 

necessary for the purposes of this Act: 
11. Acquire a lease of any such land: 

III. Acquire an easement over any such land: 
IV. Exchange any land vested in or purchased, acquired, or taken 

by the Commission for any other land, and payor receive 
money for equality of exchange: 

v. Sell any land vested in or purchased, acquired, 01' taken by 
the Commission and not required for the purposes of the 
State hydro-electric works: 

VI. Let any land vested in or purchased, acquired, or ta,ken by 
the Commission) the use of which is not for the time being 
required by the Commission 
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(2) All moneys received by the Commission under Paragraphs IV. 

or v. of Subsection (1) of thi8 section shall be used by the Commis
sion for capital expenditure, or paid by it to the Treasurer towards 
redemption of loans, as the Commission, subject in any case to the 
concurrence of the Minister, shall determine. 

56 Any land which the Commission is empowered by this Act to 
purchase, acquire, or take may, subject to this Act, be purchased, 
acquired, or taken under the provisions of the Lands Resumption 
Act, 1910. 

57-( 1) The Lands Resumption Act, 1910, as herein modified is 
hereby incorporated with this Act. 

(2) The powers vested in the Minister under the said Act shall be 
vested, for the purposes of this Act, in the Commission, and in the con
struction of the said Act as incorporated with this Act, wherever the 
word "Minister" vccurs in the said Act, the word "Commission" 
shall be deemed to be substituted therefor. 

(3) A claim for compensation in respect of any land acquired under 
the said Act may be made at any time within five years after the publica
tion of the notification of acquisition referred to in the said Act. 

(4) The State hydro-electric works shall, for the purpoi!les of the 
said Act, as incorporated with this Act, be deemed to be a public work, 
and every purpose which the Commission shall carry out, or propose to 
carry out under this Act, shall be deemed to be a public purpose within 
the meaning of the said Act. 
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58 All contracts and other instruments for the purchase, conveyance, Contracts as t.o 
or transfer of any land under the provisions of this Act, shall be made laud to be made 
with the Commission. with the Com~ 

mission. 

PART IX. 

POWER TO ENTER UPON AND TEMPORARILY OCCUpy AND 
'I'A KE MA'I'ERIAL FROM CROWN AND OTHER LANDS. 

59 -(I) It shall be lawful for the Commission, or any person Power to take 
authorised by it, to enter upon any Crown land; and occupy it tem- timber, &c, from 
porarily for all or any of the purposes mentioned in Section Sixty, Crown land. 

and to exercise thereon 01' in relation thereto all or any of the powers 
mentioned therein, and also to fell and remove therefrom any timber 
which, in the opinion of the Commission\ it is desirable to remove 
for the safety of the State hydro-electric works. 

(2) Compensation shall be paid by the Commission to any persons 
lawfully occupying Crown land whu are injuriously affected by the 
exercise of the powers conferred by this section. 
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60-Cl) It shall be lawful for the Commission, or any person 
authorised by it, after giving seven days' notice in writing to the occupier 
or occupiers thereof, to enter upon any private land, not being a garden, 
orchard, or plantation attached or belonging to a house, or a park, 
walk, avenue, or ground ornamentally planted, and not being distant less 
than one hundred yards from any residence erected on sllch land an~ to 
occupy such land for so long as may be necessary for the constructIOn 
or repair of any of the works authorised by this Act, and to exercise on 
or in relation to any land so occupied, all or any of the following 
powers, namely, to--

I. Construct, build, or place any machinery thereon : 
n. Take clay, stone, earth, gravel, timbel" wood, or material, 

or things rp.quired for construction or repair of any of the 
said works: 

HI. Make cuttings or excavations therein : 
IV. Deposit clay, stone, gravel, earth, timber, wood, or material: 
v. Erect workshops, sheds, and buildings of a temporary 

character: 
VI. Make roads: and 

VII. Manufacture and work materials of any kind. 
(2) Full compensation shall be paid to any person for the valu(> 

of timber or other material taken, or fol' any damage done 
by the use and occupation of such land by the Commission, or by the 
exercise by the Commission of the powers conferred by this section. 

(3) The powers conferred by this section shall not be exercised in 
respect of any material or stone or of any slate-quarry or brickfield, 
which, at the time of the proposed exercise, is llsed or worKed for 
purposes of business or p~ofi t. 

61 In the application of the Lands Resumption Act, 1910, 
to this Part-

J. A claim for compensation in respect of the exercise by the 
Commission of any of its powers under this Part may be 
made at any time within twelve months after the com
pletion of the acts in respect of which such compensation 
is claimed: 

H. The powers and authorities vested in t.he Commission under 
Section Sixty shall be in addition to, and not in sub
stitution for, the powers and authorities under the said 
Act which are vested in the Commission by virtue of its 
incorporation with this Act: and 

111. The provisions of the said Act shall be construed as subject 
to the provisions of this Part. 

62 Any person acting under the authority of the Commission may, 
without any previous notice, enter upon any land for any of the pur
poses of this Act, and survey and take levels of such land. 



200 GEORGII V. No. 83. 

Hydro-Electric Commission. 
-----.---.. ---.----~-----

PART X. 

POWER '1'0 CONSTRUCT WORKS FOR rrHE MANUFACTURE, 
TRANSMbSION, AND SUPPLY OF ELECTRICAL ENERGY. 

63 It shall be lawful for the Commission to-

l. Erect any structures and buildings necessary 01' proper for 
the purpose of generating, transmitting, Of distributing 
electrical energy : 

11. Construct and erect any turbines, water-wheels, or water
works, or any machinery necessary for the purposes of any 
works under the control of the Commission: 

1II. Construct and lay down any tramways which the Com
mission shall consider necessary and proper for or in COll

nection with any of the works of the Commission: 
IV. Maintain, repair, enlarge, vary, and use from time to time 

any structures, buildings, turbines,water-wheels, machinery, 
or plant-

upon or in respect of any land vested in the Commission or over which 
it has acquired any right or authority for that purpose. 
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64-(1) It shall be lawful for the Commission- Powers of 

I. To construct erect maintain and use any line or lines of Com.mission in 
. '" relatIOn to works. 

poles whIch may be necessary for the purpose of suspend- rI' " ; 
. bl 1 f' h .. f l'anstlllSSlOn. mg ca es or any ot le1' apparatus 0)1' t e transmISSIOn 0 

electrical energy from any part of the State to any other 
part, and to suspend thereon, or attach thereto, any such 
cables or apparatus, upon, across, or along-

(a) Any Crown lands or railways belonging to the 
State: 

Cb) Any other lands: or 
( c) Any road or street: 

11. For the purpose of distributing' electrical energy, to place, Distribution. 
maintain, and use electric lines, leads, wires, cables, and 
conductors necessary for conveying electrical energy to be 
supplied by the Commission under, over, across, 01' along 
any railway, road, or street, and where necessary to place 
and maintain poles in or upon any such railway or street: 

Ill. For' any of the purposes mentioned in Paragraphs I. and n. Breaking surface, 
hereof, upon giving notice as hereinafter provided, to break &c. 

up and excavate and open up the surface of-
(a) Any part of a railway not actually occupied by rails 

or sleepers or rail wa y buildings: or 
(b) The soil and pavement of any road or street: and 

IV. For the purposes of Paragraph 11. hereof, upon giving notice Construction, &c. 
as hereinafter provided, to open and break up any sewers, 
drains, or tunnels within and under any railway, street, or 
road, and in, upon, or under such rail way, street, or road to 
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construct, erect, lay down, and, from time to time where 
necessary, maintain, repair, alter, and discontinue all such 
machinery, lamps, poles, wires, conauctors, communicators, 
distributors, electric lines, apparatus, and works as may be 
necessarJ or convenient for any such pUl'poses. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of Subsection (4) hereof, before pro
ceeding to e~ercise the powers conferred by Subsection 0) hereof, the 
Commission shall give notice in writing to-

I. The Commissioner for Railways in the case of a railway: 01' 

n. The local authority in tile case of a street or road-
in respect of which it is proposed to exercise such power. 

(3) Such notice as aforesaid shall be given-

I. In case of transmission works under Parag'raph l. of Su bsec
t,ion Cl) hereof, seven days: or 

n. III case of distribution works under ParagTuph 11. of Subsec
tion (I) hereof, three days-

before such power is exercised. 

(4) In case of emergency the Commission may proceed to effect 
any necessary 1:md urgent repairs to any works before giving such 
notice as aforesaid, but in any such case such notice shall be given as 
soon as practicable after the commencement of ::mch repairs. 

(5) Where any work is done by the Commission under the 
authority of this section upon, in, or under any railway, the same and 
all reinstatement and filling up required in consequence thel'eof shall 
be ex('cuted under the mpervision for the Commissioner for Rail ways 
or some officer appointed by him, and the Commi~sion shaH comply 
with aU reasonable requests and directions of the Commissioner of 
Railways in relation thereto. 

65 It shall be the duty of the Commission in relation to any 
works authorised by Seclion Sixty-foUl'-

I. To interfere as little as possible with any traffic on any street 
or road, and to ensure that in no case shall any suspension 
of· such tmffic be caused by it : 

u. To complete such work (is speedily as is reasonably possible: 
Ill. Forthwith after such completion to fill up and reinstate the 

surface of the ground di8turbed by such work, and make 
g'ood such surfa~e, and replace, reinstate anti make good 
all sewers, drains, and tunnels opened or broken up by it: 
and 

lV. At all times when the surface of any railway, str. et, or road 
is broken up, to maintain proper and sufficieut guards to 
ensure the safety of persons using the same, and proper 
and sufficient lights for that purpose during hours of 
durkness-

to the reasonable satisfaction of the Commissioner for Rail ways or the 
local authority haviug the control tbereof, as the case may be. 
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PART XI. 

COMPENSATION AND DAMAGES. 

66 The provisions of this Part shall not apply to any claim for 
compensation arising under Part VIII. or Part IX. 

67 In the exercise of the powers gmnted in relation to the execu
tion of any wilrks authorised under this Act, the Commission shall 
cause as little detriment and inconvenience and do as little damage as 
pO"lsible, and in every case where the interests of any person are 
injuriously affected by the Commission exercising any of the powers 
conferred by this Act. whether specially provided fol' in this Act or 
not, compensation shall be paid by the Commission. 
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68 - (1) Such compensation as aforesaid shall be settled by arbitra- Compensati?n, 
tion in the mode prescribed by the Lands Clauses Act in cases of how ~etermmed. 
disputed compensation, except that the Chief Justice or a judge 21 VlCt. No. 11. 

nominated by him shall be sole arbitrator, whose decision shall 
be final. 

(2; The right of compensation given by this section shall not take away 
or prejudice the right of any person to take proceedings in respect of any 
private nuisance created by the Commission in the exercise of the rights 
conferred upon it by this Act in any case in which such rights have been 
exercised neglig-ently and without all reasonable precautions having 
been taken by the Commission to prevent damage resulting therefl'Om. 

69 Any persrm claiming under this Act any compensation agamst 
the Commission shall prefer his claim by notice in writing- addressed 

. to the Commissioner at his office at Hobart, and served on 01' posted 
by registered letter to the Commissioner, and such notice shall specify 
the place of abode of the claimant, the particular act causing the damage 
for which compensation is claimed, the nature and amount of such 
damage, and the nature of the title or interest of such claimant in or to 
the water or land or other property or possession, in respect of which 
t.he claim is preferred. 

Notice of claim to 
be given . 

70-(1) All !!Illch notices of claims as afore,;aid shall be sent to the Claims barred 
Commissioner within twelve months after the diversion of the water, unless made with. 

in twelve months 
entry upon land. or interference with property, possession, or other after interfer'ence 
right in respect of which such claim is preferred. with rig-ht. 

(2) Ex~ept as provided by Subsection (3) hereof, no person who does 
not send notice of claim within the time herein before prescribed. shall 
be entitled to compensation for any damage alleged to have been suff
ered by him in consequence of the exercise of the powers conferred upon 
the Commission by this Act. 

(3) The failure to give such notice within the time limited, or any 
defect or inaccuracy in any such notice, shall not invalidate th~ same, 
nor be a bar to a reference to arbitration, if the arbitrator to whom the 
matter shall be referred shall be of opinion that there was reasonaole 
cause for such failure. 
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(4) Any arbitrator, after proceedings have been commenced, may 
grant a certificate embofiying such opinion therein, if in any case he 
thinks fit so to do. 

71-(1) The Commission, in the exercise of its powers under 
this Act, shall be answerable for all accidents, damages, and 
injuries happening through the negligence or default of the Com
mission or of any person in its employment acting within the scope of 
his employment~ and shall save harmless all authorities, bodies, and 
persons by whom any street is repairable, and all other authorities, 
companies, and bodies collectively and individually, and their officers 
aud servants, from all damages and costs in respect of such accidents, 
damages, and injuries. 

(2) No action under Su bsection (1) hereof, for the recovery of 
damages in respect of any accident or of any injury to the person or to 
property, shall be maintainable unless--

I. Notice in writing that injury has been sustained shall be 
given to the Commission within two months, and the action 
shall be commenced within four months, from the date on 
which the injury was sustained, or in case of the death of 
the person injured, within six months from the date of death: 

11. In the case of injury to the person, some medical practitioner 
appointed by the Commission shall be permitted, on the 
demand of the Commission, to examine the person injured, 
and all facilities and information be given to such medical 
practitioner necessary to enable him to fully ascertain 
the nature and extent of the injury: 

Ill. (n the case of injury to property, a person appointed by the 
Commission shall be permitted on demand of the Com
mission, to inspect the property injured, and all fiwilities and 
information be given to him necessary to enable him 
to ascertain the value of the property injured, the nature 
and extent of tile injury, and the amount of money, if any, 
expended in repairing the same: and 

IV. Notice in writing of such intended action has been given to 
the Commission at least one month before such action is 
commenced. 

(3) Non-compliance with all or any of the conditions imposed by 
Subsection (2) hereof shall be no bar to the maintenance of the 
'action if the comt or judge before whom the action is tried, shall 
certify ill writing that thei'e was reasonable excuse for such non
compliance. 

(4) A notice in respect of any injury under this section shall give 
the name and address of the person injured, or of the owner of the 
property injured, and shall state the cause of the injury, and the date 
and place at which it. was sustained, and shall not be deemed invalid 
by reason of any defect or inaccuracy therein, unless the court or judge 
who tries the action is of opinion that the Commission is prejudiced in 
the defence by such defect or inaccuracy, and that the defect or inac
curacy was intentional and for the purpose of misleading. 
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PART XII. 

POWER TO S{TPPLY ELECTRICAL ENERGY AND TO MAKE 
CHARGES THEREFOR.. 

72--(]) It shall he lawful for the Commission to sell electrical 
energy for any purpose approved by the Commissinn, at such charges 
as shall be fixed by by-law. and such charges may be fixed with 
reference to the particular purpose for which sueh electrical energy is 
to be used by the consumer thereof. 

(2) The Commission, in any case in which in its uncontrolled 
discretion it thinks fit so to do, may enter into a special contract with 
any person for the sale to him of electrical energy, at such charges and 
upon such terms and conditions in all respects as the Commission may 
think fit, and such by-law as aforesaid shall not apply in aIlf such case. 

(3) It shall not be lawful for the Commission to sell electrical energy 
to any person for use at auy place within six miles of the City of 
LauJlceston, except with the consent of the Municipal Council of that 
Citv. 

" 
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73 It shall be lawful for the Commission to sell, let for hire, or Commission m~y 
supply, under any conditions the Commission may think fit to any con- selltor letdonthllre 
. f I . I l' d b 1 C ., . me ers an ° ler sumer 0 e ectnca energy supp le y t le ommlsslOn, any meters apparatus. 

or measuring instrument'5 for the purpose of measuring the quantity or 
quality of energy supplied, and consumed, and any mains and appara-
tus for the conveyance, reception, or use of such energy. 

74 All electric lines, conduits, fittings, apparatus, meters, and 
appliances let on hire by, or belone;ing to the Commission shall, whether 
they be, or be not fixed or fastened to any part of any premises, in or 
upon which they may be situate, or to the soil under any such premi
ses, at all times continue to be the property of the Commission. 

75 Such electric lines, conduits, fittings, apparatus, meters, and 
appliances the property of the Commission shall not be subject to 
distress for rent, or be attached 01' taken in execution, under any process 
of any court oflaw or equity, or under or in pursuance of allY proceed
ings in bankruptcy, or other legal proceedings against or affecting the 
consumer of the electrical energy, or other the person in whose posses
sion any such electric lines, conduits, fittings, apparatus, meters, 
or appliances may be. 

76 An officer appointed by the Commission may enter at all reason
able times any premises to which electrical energy is or has been 
supplied by the Commission, in order to inspect any works or electric 
apparatus used in connection therewith; and where the Commission is 
authorised, by virtue of any by-law made, or agreement entered into, 
by the Commission under the authority of this Act, tocuurtfthesupply 
of electrical energy, any such officer may remove any '5uch ,"ol·ks or
apparatus. 

Electric lines and 
apparatus let on 
hire to remain the 
property of 
the C')mmissiol1. 

Electric applI
ances not to be 
8uqject to distress 
for rent or other 
process. 

Power to enter 
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remove apparatus. 
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PART XIII. 
BY-LAWS. 

77 - (l) The Commission, with the approval of the Governor, may 
make by-laws for any purpose whatsoever connected with-

T. The sate and economic generation, voltage frequency, trans
mission, and distribution of electrical energy: 

11. Cha:g~s for electrical energy sold or supplied by the Com
mISSIOn: 

11. The installation and use of electrical apparatus in relation t.o 
electrical energy supplied by the Commission: 

rv. Protecting the interests of consumers of electrical energy 
supplied by the Commission: and 

v. The protection of the State hydro-electric works. 
(2) Any such by-law as aforesaid may impose a penalty of Twenty 

Pounds for the bl'eaeh of any by-law so made, and a furtber daily 
penalty of Five Pounds for a continuing breach. 

PART XIV. 

MISCEI.LANEOUS. 

78-(1) The Commission, frolll time to time, may carry out a 
hydro-metric and water-power survey of the State or any part thereof. 

(2) The cost of every such survey as aforesaid shall be defrayed out 
of moneys to be provided specially by Parliament for that purpose. 

(3) The Commission shall cause an account to be kept of each such 
survey, and on the construction of any works as a result of any such 
survey, the amonnt expended on such survey if the same has been 
expended out of caFital moneys, shall be debited to the Commission 
in the Treasury books, and, as from the date when the Com
mission shall certify that such works have been put into operation 
shall be deemed to constitute an additional loan from the State to 
the Commission within the meaning of tbis Act, all the provisions of 
Part VI. with respect to additional loans shall apply to such amount 

79 No person shall-
1. Obstruct, intimidate, or assault any person in the exercis~ I}t 

his powers, or in the discharge of his duties under this Act. 
or any Act incorporated with this Act: or 

11. Interfere with, move, injure, or damage any pole, st.ake, rnm'k 
or instrument used or intended to be used by any person 
for the purposes of any survey, marking out, or taking 
levels under, or for the purposes of this Act. 

Penalt~ : Twenty Pounds. 

80 The CommiSSIOn snal! have the same rigiJts, privileges, and 
priorities in all respects with regard to any sum of money owing to it. 
by any person, as the Crown would have in the like case, but any 
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action by the Commission against any person for the recovery at law A.D. 1929. 
of any such sum of money shall be instituted and carried on by 
the Commission in its own name as plaintiff in the same manner as an 
ordinary action at law between subject and subject. 

81--(1) The Governor may make regulations, prescribing all Regulations. 
matters-

I. ·Which by this Act are required or permitted to be pre
scribed: or 

H. Which are necessary or convenient to be prescribed f()r giving 
effect to this Act-

and for the prescribing of which no special provision is made in this Act. 
(2) Any such regulations may impose a penalty not exceeding Ten 

Pounds for the breach of any regulation so made. 

82-(1) After the expiration of six months from the commencement Use ofceJ'tain 
of this Act no person shall, without the approval of the Commission- terms prohibited. 

I. Use the word" hydro-electric" as part of the name under 
which he carries on business: or 

n. Carry on business under any name resembling the name of 
the Commission. 

(2) Any person contravening any of the provisions of Subsection (1) 
of this section shall be liable to a penalty of Five Pounds for every day 
during> which such contravention continues. 

PART XV. 
REGULATION OF EI~ECTRICAL INSTALT~ATION. 

83-(1 \ No person shall supervise, execute, perform, or be em ployed 
upon (except to assist a licensed wireman, <-15 may be prescribecJ) <-Iny 
electrical work unless such person is the holder of a wire-man's licence 
under this P:nt. 

Penalty: Ten Pounds. 
(2) This eection shall not apply to any electric line or electrical work 

in arry case in which the electricity used in or upon any premises is 
generated wholly upon such premises, nor to any line or electrical 
work which is wholly for public purposes. 

84-(1) The l;ommission upon payment of the prescribed fee:, if 
any, may issue, cancel, suspend, and reinstate licences under this Part. 

(2) Licences under this Part shan be in such form and subject to 
such conditions as may be prescribed. 

(3) A wire-man's licence, while in force, shall entitle the holder 
thereof, subject to the prescribed conditions, to execute, perform, or be 
employed upon electrical work. 

85 The Governor on the recommendation of the Commission, may 
make regulations for the purposes of this Part, and such regulations 
may prescribe-

I. The grant and issue of licences to contractors and wire-men: 

Electrica! 
contractol's amI 
workmen to be 
licensed. 

LiceJlce~. 

Governor may 
make regulatIOns. 
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H. The forms of licences under this Part, and the conditions 
under which the same may be issued, cancelled, sUipended, 
or reinstated, and the fees payable in respect thereof: 

I1f. The conditions under which unlicensed wire-men may hI' 
employed to assist licensed wire-men: 

IV. The circumstances in which, and the conditions under which, 
the Commission may grant an exemption from any of the 
regulations to any person-

(a) In respect of electricity generated and used wholly 
for his own purposes and not supplied to or used 
by any other consumer for private purposes: and 

(h) In any other case: 
v The conditions to be observed in the installation of electricill 

apparatus and appliances: 
vr. The inspection of electric lines and electrical work, and the 

persons by whom, the times at which) and the manner in 
which the same shall be carried out: and 

VII. All other matters necessary for giving effect to the provisions 
of this Part-

and any such regulations may impose a penalty not exceeding Ten 
Pounds for an'y breach thereof. 

PART XVI. 
ACQUISITION OF LAND UNDER THE LANDS CLAUSES ACT 

FOR INDUSTRIAL UNDER'I'AKINGS. 

86-(1) In any case in which the Commission has certified to the 
Governor, and the Governor is satisfied-

I. That a person (hereinafter referred to as " the promoter ") has 
established, or is about to Establish, in Tasmania, an industry 
in connection with the carrying on of which at least orie 
hundrr.rl persons will be employed by the promoter: and 

11. That the promoter has entered into a contract, or a pro
visional contl'act, with the Commission, for a term of not 
less than seven years, for the purchasE from the Commis
mission of a supply of electrical energy of, or exceeding, 
five hundred horse-power: and 

Ill. That the promoter is desirous of acquiring some particular 
area or piece of land for the purpo~es of such industry, and 
either-

(a) That it is specially de~irable, in the interests of the 
State, or of the Department, that the promoter 
should be enabled to carry on the industry on 
such land: or 

(b) That there are circumstances in connection with its 
location or otherwise which render such land 
specially suitable or convenient for the purposes 
of the industry, and that the promoter is unable 
to acquire other similarly suitable or convenient 
land for such purposes-~ 
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the Governor by Proclamation, if he thinks fit so to do, may d~clare A.D. 1H29. 
that such land (to be described in the Proclamatiorl) may be purchased 
or acquired by the promoter under the provisions"~~of the Lands 
Clauses Act and ift:tereupon the promoter shall be entitle.d to purchase 
Gr acquire the same thereunder, and all the provision~ of that Act, except 
Sections Eight and Nine thereof, shall be incorporated with this Part, 
and for the purposes of such incorporation this Part shall be deemed 
to be the special Act, and the promoter shall be deemed to be the 
promoters of the undertaking. 

(2) ]n any case to which the provisions of Subsection (1) hereof apply 
it shall be lawful for the Governor if he thinks fit so to do by proclama
tion to withdraw from the operation of the Crown Lands Act, 1911, 
any such area of Crown Land (to he specified in such proclamation) as 
the Governor may approve al1d as the promotor may consider necess
ary for the purpoEe of any such industry as aforesaid. 

(3) The Commissioner of Crown Lands with the consent of the 
Governor may grant to the promoter a lease of the area comprised in 
such proclamation as aforesaid or any part thereof for such term upon 
such conditions and subject to such reservations and restrictions as the 
Governor may approve or require, 

(4) At any time after the expiration of five years after the granting 
of any such lease the Commissioner of Crown Lands may sell to the 
promotor by private contract the land comprised therein or any part 
thereof at such price not being less than Five P0unds per acre as may 
be agreed and the purchase money therefor shall be payable in cash 
upon completion of the purchase. 

(5) Upon the payment by the promoter of such purchase money it 
shall be lawful for the Governor in the name and on behalf of His 
Majesty to convey and alienate the land so sold to the promoter in fee 
simple in accordance with the provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 
J 911. 

(61 For the purposes of this section a provisional contract means a 
contract to have effect contingently upem the making of a Proclamati0!! 
under Subsection (1) hereof in respect of the land to be acquired. 

SCHEDULES. 

(1) 
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Date and N umber of Act. Title. 8elltion 2 (1). 

9 Bd. VII. (Private) 
5 Geo. V. No.4 
5 Geo. V. No. ]4 
6 Geo. V. No. 2 
8 Geo. V. No. 24 

The Complex Ores Act, 1909 
The Hydro-Electric Purchase Act, 1914 
The Hydro-Electric Purchase Amendment Aet, ]914 
The Complex Ores Amendment Aet, 1915 
The Complex Ores Further Amendment Act, 1917 



948 

A.D. I~:l9. 

Section 37, H. 

20° GEORGII V. No 

H1Jdro-Electric Commission. 

Date and Num bel' 
of Act. . Purpose for which Amount Voted. 

----_. ----_. 

S Geo. V. No. 38 For the further investigation of the 
water-power possibilities of' the Smte, 
and the furtherance of the water-

8 Geo. V. No. 3B 

9 Geo. V. No. 66 

power survey ........................... .. 
For the preliminary work in connection 

with the proposed King River hydro-
electric scheme ........................... .. 

For and towards the water-power survey 
of tne State and preliminary designs 
in connection therewith ........ ......... 

10 Geo. V. No. 20 For and towards t.he provision of a dam 
for Arthur Lake scheme, to augment 
the supply of water to the Launceston 
Power Station, and for irrigation pur-
poses ........................................ .. 

10 Geo. V. No. 20' For and towards the water-power survey 
of the State and p1ieliminary designs 
in connection therewith ................. . 

11 Geo. V. No. 16 Fo:' and towards the water-power survey 
I ?f the Sta!e and pr~liminary designs 

I, m connectIOn therewith ............... .. 
12 Geo. V. No. 45 For the completion of the Waddamana 

I development of the State Hydro-
I Electric Works ......................... .. 

12 Ge.) V. No. 451 For and towards the hydro-metric 
survev of the State ...................... .. 

13 Geo. V. No. 43 For and towards the hvdro-metric and 
water-power survey O'f the State ......... 

13 Geo. V. No. 43 1'0 provide for cost of investigations and 
preliminary survey" in connection 
with Lake Rolleston Hydro-Electric 
Survey ................................... .. 

14 Geo V No. 36 For working capital and the establish
ment of a stores suspense account in 

83 

Number of Amount 
... Item Voted 

in Schedule or 
to Act. AfFected. 

£ 

4 200000 

;) 10,00000 

7 250UOO 
Schedule 

(1 ) 

9 

10 

6 

3 

4 

[) 

7 

126,000 0 ° 
I 

10,000 0 0 

10,000 0 0 
I 

I 6175 11 4 

10,000 0 ° 
5000 0 0 

2896 5 8 

connection with the business of the 1 

Hydro-Electric Department ... ...... .. 5 1725 0 0 
I Sd(el~ule 

[--£ 86,296170 
------'---

.JOHN VAIL, 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA. 


