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ANNO 8EC UNDO 

GEOnGII v. n I~GIS, 
No. 14. 

ACT to consolidate and amend the Law 
relating to Printers and Newspapers. 

[2 December, 1911.J 

E it enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, by and 
w h the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and House of 
A sembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows:- . 

A.D. 
1911. 

-(1) This Act may be cited as "The Printers and Newspapers Short title. 
A t, 1911." 

2) The Acts mentioned in the First Schedule to this Act are Enactment;; 
he eby repealed. consolidated • 

• 1 Provided that- Savings. 
I. All registers, registrations, affidavits, declarations, notice!,' No. 148 of 1908, 

certificates, records, instruments, and generally all acts of s. 1 (N.Z.). 
authority which originated under any of the said Acts, and 
are subsisting or in force ou. the coming into operation of 
this Act, shall enure for the pUl'poses of this Act as fully 
aI.d effectually as if they had originated under the corre-
sponding provisions of this Act, and accordingly shall, where 
necessary, be deemed to have so originated: 

II. All matters and proceedings commenced under any such 
enactment, and pending or in progress on the coming into 
operation of this Act, may be continued, completed, ang 
enforced under this Act. 

. ", .:. .. 
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Interpretation. 
Cf. 9 Geo. IV. 
No. 7, s. 2. 
No. 148 of 1908, 
1.2 (N.Z.). 

Notice of prell!! 
or types to be filed 
with Registrar. 
Bl08. No. 148, 
1.3 (N.Z.). 5' Viet. No. 1130, 
1.3 (Vie.). 
6' Viet. No. 1, 
1.2 (Tas.). 
Where press 
owned by incor
porated company. 

2° GEORGII V. No. 14. 

Printers and Newspapers. 

2 In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context-
" Newspaper" includes every paper or pamphlet (other than 

those hereinafter excepted) containing any public news, 
intelligence, or occurrence, or any remarks or observations 
thereon or on any political matter, and published for sale 
periodically, or in parts or numbers at intervals not exceetl
ing Thirty-one days between the publication of any Two 
such papers or pamphlets or parts or numl:>ers, at a price of 
Sixpence or any less amount: but does not include any 
document published in the course of his duty by the 
Government Printer or any document containing only 
matter wholly of a commercial nature; 

" Registrar" means the Registrar for the time being of the 
Supreme Court and includes any Acting-Registrar. 

Registration of Printing-presses. 

3-( I) Every person who has any printing-press or types for 
printing shall give to the Registrar notice thereof in writing signed by 
him, and attested by a witness, and the Registrar ~hall file all such 
notices and shall give to the person giving the notice a certificate 
under this Act. 

(2) If the printing-press or t.ype's are owned by an incm'porated 
company, the notice may be signed and given by the manager, 
managing director, or chairman of directors thereof on hehalf of such 
company. 

(3) Such notice and certificate shall be in the form in Schedule (2) 
or to the like effect. 

Printer's name to 4-(1) Every person who prints any paper or book for publication 
be printed .on or dispersion, whether gratuitously or for money, shall print in legihle 
every published characters on the front of every such paper if it is printed on One side 
j/~~~: s. 4 (N.Z.). 011 ly, and on the first and the iast leaf of every paper or book if there 
Ihid., 8. 4 (Vie.). is more than one such leaf, his name and the name of the place and 
Ibid., 8. 4 (Tas.). (if it is a city or town) of the street or other part thereof in which his 

usual place of abode is situate. . 
Of. 59 Viet. No. (2) If the paper or book io!l printed by an incorporated compauy, 
1406,8.4 (Vie.). then in the place where the name and place of abode is required to 

appear the company shall cause to be printed its name or some known 
abbreviation thereof, and its registered office or auy place where its 
business is conductt:d. 

Printer to keep 
record of 
employer's name 
and address. 
Ibid., 8. 5 (N.Z.). 
04 Viet. No. 1130, 
8.5 (Vie.). 
Ibid., I. 5 (Tu.), 

5 Every person who prints any p8per for or in the expectation of 
hire, gain, or profit shall keep One copy at least of every such paper, 
and shall write or print thereon the nit me and the place of abode of 
the person by whom he has been employed to print the same. 
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Printe"l~ and Newspapers. 

6 if any person sen~ or offers for sale, or gratuitously delivers or 

;
ffers so to deliver or leave in any pu blic place or I .. therwise expose to 
ublic view, any printed paper on which the name anci place of abode 

. f the printer is not printed in the manner hereinhefore directed, or on 

f: .. 
hich a fictitious or false name or place of abode is printed, any person 

'n whose presen~e any such act is done may seize and detain such first-
nentioned person and take or deliveJ' him to some constable to be 
aken before a justice that such justice may hear and determine 
hether the person so taken has been guilty of an offence against this 
ct. 
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Persons distribut
ing unauthen
ticated papers 
may be arrested. 
Ibid., e. f) (N.Z.). 
Ibid, s. 6 (Vie.). 
Ibid., s. f) (Tall.). 

7-(1) If any justice, from information on oath, has reason to Search-warrant 
uspect that any printing-press or types for printing is or are used or may be g~"JI'ed 

fi . h . . d '6 b' d h' for unregIstered ept or use WIt out notIce gIven an cel tl cate 0 tame as erem- pre8se~. 

efore req uired, or in any house 01' place not incluJed in such notice Ibid., s. 7 (N .Z.). 
nd certificate, such justi~e may by his warrant direct any constable Ihid., 8. 7 (Vie.). 
jth his assistants (if any) to enter in the daytime into any such house Ibid., s. 8 (1'as.). 

r place and search for any printing-press or types for printing. 

I (2) Every such constable with such assistance as aforesaid may 
nter illto such h'ouse or place in the daytime accordingly, and may 
eize, take, and carry away every printing.preess found therein, and all 
he types and other articles thereto belonging, and all printed papers 
ound in such house or place. 

I 
I • 

I 8 Nothing in this Act shaE extend to

I. The impression of any engraving: 
11. The printing by letterpress of the name or the name and 

address 01' uusine51s or profession of any person and of the 
articles in which he deals: 

Ill. Any papers for the sale of land or chattels by auction or 
otherwise: 

IV. Any bank-note, bill of exchange, or promissory note: 

v. Any bond or other security for the payment of money: 

VI. Any bill of lading, policy of insurance, letter of attorney, 
deed, or agreement: 

vu. Any receipt for money or goods: 
vII[. Any legal instrument or proceeding in the Supreme Court, 

or in any inferior court: 
IX. Any papers printed by the authority of any department of 

the Government: or 
x. Any circular or letter from any company, corporation, 

society, or association to the directors, shareholders, or 
members thereof, which bears the true name and address 
or place of business of the secretary or other officer 
thereof, or any circular, notice, or letter issued by any 
person and beilring his true name and addretls, 

Exemption/! from 
the foreg.)ing 
provisions. 
ibid., s. 8 (N.Z.). 
Ibid.. s. 8 (Vict). 
Ibid., s. 9 (fa!.!.). 
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All newspapers to 
be subject to this 
Act. 
Cf. 9 Geo. IV. 
No. 7,8.t<. 1 and 7 
(T!I~.). 
N.Z., S. 9-

Declarations .of 
publication to be 
reglstel·ed. 
Ibid, 8. () (Tas.). 
N.Z.,s. 1O. 

Declaration con. 
clusive evidence 
of its statement ... 
Ibid., s. 10 (Tas.). 
N.Z ... s. 11. 

Disclllhfling 
declaration to be 
registered. \. 
Ibid., s. 11 eTa •. }. 
N.Z., 1.1.12 •. 

Register of 
declaration opell 
to the public. 
N.Z., s. 13. 

Names of printer 
and publisher of 
paper to be 
printed therein. 
Ibid" 8.12 (Tas.). 
N.Z., s. 14. 

2° GEORGII V. No. 14. 

Printers and N ew.;;papers. 

Registration of New&papers. 
9 No person shall print or publish any newspaper unless and until 

the statutory declarations have been registered and the recognisances 
entered into as hl'reinafter directf'd. 

10-(1) Where any person desires to publish a newspaper, or where 
in any registered newspaper any change is at any time made in any of 

.. the particulars hereby required to be stated respecting the same, or on 
a wrttten requisition from th(; Chief Secretary, the publisher of such 
newspaper shall deposit wit it the Registrar a statutory declaration duly 
declared to and signed by the proprietors of such newspaper and by 
the persons intend.ed to be the printer and publisher thereof respec
tivelv. 

Cl) Such declaration shall be in the form, or as near thereto as may 
be, and shall contain the statements specified in Schedule (3). 

11 In all proceedings, civil or criminal, touching any such nettvs
paper or anything therE::in contained, such declaration shall be con
clusive evidence as against every perRon signing the same of the truth 
of all such mattf'rs as in accordance with this Act are therein set forth. 

12 Where any person has made any such declaration, if he deposits 
with the Registrar a statutory declaration stating that he is no longer 
connected with the newspaper in the capacity set forth in such first
mentioned declaration, he sLall not, from the date on which he deposits 
the same, be taken by reason of such firstmentioned declaration only 
to be connected "ith such newspaper. 

13 The Registrar shall cause to be registered all declarations and 
recognisances deposited with him under this Act, and such register 
shall at all reasonable times be open without charge to public inspec
tion. 

14 At the end of every newspaper and of any and every !!>upple
ment shef't thereof there 8hall be printed the Christian name and 
surname, addition. and place of abode of its printer and its publisher, 
and a true description of the place where the newspaper is printed and 
published respectively; and the omission of the same or of any part 
thereof shall be prima facie evidence of wilful default against any ~n~h 
printer or publisher. • 

Proof of purchase 15 In any proceedings, civil or cri minal, touching anJv ew p of paper at n. I§ aper 
deltmdant's office or anything therein contained against any person who has made anv 
dillp.need with. 811ch declaration as aforesaid, if any such declaration or a certified 
Ibia., 8. 13 (Tas.). copy thf'reof is produced in evidence, and if a newspaper is so pro 
N.Z., s. 15. duced intituled in the same manner as the newspaper mentioned in 

.such declaration or copy, and in which (,he names of the printers and 
publishers and the place of printing are the same as the names of the 
printers and publishers and the place of printing mentioned in such 



I 

I 

I 

I 
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Printers and Newspapers. 

declaration or copy, it shall not he neceisa;y to prove that the news- A.D,1911. 
paper to which sl1ch proceedings relate was purchased at any house, 
shofJ, or office belonging to or occupied by the defendalit or his servants, 
or where he or they severally carry on the business of printing and 
publishing, or where the same is sold. 

16 Where in proceedings in the Supreme Court the plaintiff claims Discovery ill easel! I 

discovery of the name of allY pprson concerned in the property of or of libe! in news-

in any newspaper as printer or publisher, or otherwise of any matter j~~r 20 (1' • r I 

relating to the printing or publishing thereof, in order to enable him N,~.::: lR,as. ~ 
the more effectually to bring 01' carry on any action for damages by . 
him alleged tu have been sustained by reason of any libellous matter 
concerning him therein contained, the defendant shall not be permitted 
to dispute such claim, but shall be compeUable to make the discovery 
thereby required, 

,-

Provided that no discovery shall be used for any purpose in any 
other proc(:'eding than t hat in and for the purposes of which the 
discovery is made. 

, ' I 

17-(1) Where an incorporated company desires to publish any Where n'ewt:!pape~ I 

newspaper the provisions of Section Ten hereof shall be complied with !s published by 
on behalf of such company U~ pmprietor by the manager, JIlanaging lIlcor~orated 
director, or chairman of directors thereof, and the declaration in such ~Z:a:Yi7. 
case may be in the form in Schedule (3) or any suitable modificatioll ' 
thereof. 

(2) In !Ouch case the declaration prescribed by that section shaH be 
conclusive evidence against such company in the same manner ir} 
which by Se~tion Eleven hereof it is made conclusive evidence against 
a proprietor siglling sllch declaratIOn, and a declaration on. behalf of 
sllch company under Section Twelve· hereof may be made ill like 
manner, and Section Fifteen hereof shall apply to any company on 
w hose behalf an v such declaration has been made. 

18 Prior to the publication of any newspaper the printer or a Printer and pllb
member of a firm of printers and the publisher thereof respectively, lisher of It. new~
fogethel' with Two, Three, or Four sufficient sureties, shall befo-re pape~ to glV~ 

d· . h . f:' f . d f h S C - ('f .....1. certam ~ecurItv. an to t e satls actIOn 0 a JU ge 0 t e upteme. ourt, or 1 resl~mg 8 Wm. IV. No, 
elsewhere than.in Hobart) before a commissioner of the said court, 11, s. 2 (Tas.). 
enter into a recognisance himself in the sum of Four hUlldredPounds 
and such sureties in a like sum in the whole conditioned for the pay-
ment by such printer or member of a firm of printers, or publisher, 
not only of the amount of every such fine or penalty, as may at any time 
thereafter be imposed upoIi him by reason of any conviction for the 
printing or publishing of any blasphemous or seditious libel, but also of 
the amount ot all such damages and costs as may at any time there-
after he recovered against him in any action for the printing or pub-
lishing of any other libel in such newspaper, and the person taking 
such recognisance shall forthwith transmit it to the Registrar. 

I 

-I 

I 
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Provision for 
sureties with
drawing. 
et. ibid" 8. 3 
(Tas.). 

Renewal of 
recognisances. 
Cr. ibid., S.s. 4 and 
5 (Tag.). 

Damages, &!", in 
actions for lihel 
may be recovered 
nnder recogni-' 
sance. -
Ibid., s. 7 ('ras.). 

Forfeitm'e of 
recognisance for 
!rood ':ehaviour. 
Ibid., 8. 8 (Tas.). 

U m-egistered 
printing. 
No. 1130 of 1890, 
s. 21 (Vie.). 
?bid.,s. 18 (N.Z.). 
64 Vict. No. I, 
I, 3 "Tas.). 

2° C}EOI1GII V. No 14. 

Printers a1t.d Newspapers. 

19 When any surety desires to withdraw from his recognisance, 
if he gives notice in writing of his desire to the Registrar and to the 
pt'rson for whom he is surety, he shall not, after Twenty days from the 
day on which the last of such notices has been served, be liable on any 
sllch recogni,.ance except for payment of any fine or pena1ty incurred, 
or damages or costs recovered in respect of any libel printed or pub
lished before the expiration of such Twenty days. 

20 Whenever the Chief Secretary, by a written notice, requires any 
person who has entered into a recognisance with sureties to renew his 
recognisance, or whenever any surety withdraws from his recognisance, 
the person so required to renew his recognisance, or for whom such 
surety has been bound, shall not print or publish any newspaper 
unless and until he enters into a new recognisance with sufficient 
sureties in the same manner and to the same amount as in the case of 
his original recognisance. 

21' If at auy time after the recording of any such recognisance as 
aforesaid, it shall on behalf of any plaintiff in any action for libel againit 
any printer 01" publisher of any such newspaper as aforesaid be made to 
appear to any judge of the Supreme Court that such plaintiff is entitled 
to execution upon any judgment obtained against such printer or 
publisher in such action, and that he is not able to procure satisfaction 
of such judgment against the property of the deft:mdant under such 
execution, it shall be lawful for such judge to authorise such proceed
ings to be taken upon such recognisance, either by action or otherwise, 
for the benefit and in the name of such plaintiff as might be tak.en 
thereupon to obtain any fine secured by such recognisance payable to 
His Majesty: Provided that the plaintiff shall be liable to pay and may 
recover costs therein as in any ordinary case. 

22 Wbere any printer or publisber of any newspaper, pursuant to 
the order of any court or judge, has prior to the commencement of 
this Act entered into or hereafter enters into any recJgnisance to be of 
good behaviour for any term in that behalf specified, the printing or 
publishing of any libel by him after the date of such recognisance and 
during such term, shall be and be deemed to be a breach of such 
recognisance, and as well such printer or publisher as his sureties (it 
any) may be proceeded against for the forfeiture thel'eby incurred 
accordingly. 

Offellces. 

23 Every person is liable to a penalty not exceeding Twenty 
Pounds who--

I. Keeps or uses any printing-press or types for printing without 
having delivered the notic~ allq r~cei ved the certificate 
required by thii Act; or" 
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Printer.'1 and N ewspapel's. 

11. After such delivery and receipt nses any printing· press or any A.D.1911.. 
type for printing in any other place than the place 
expressed in such notice. 

24 Every person who- O~lIissi:,n of 
P . b k d' . 1 . h' prmter s name. 

I. nnts any paper or . 00 an omIts to prmt t lerem IS name Ibid., s. 21 (Vic.)' 
and place of abode as required by this Act: or Ibld.,s.19(N.Z.). 

11. Publishes or disperses, or assists in publishing or dispersing, Ibid., s. 4 (Tall.). 
whether gratuitou~ly or for money, any paper 0)' book in 
whieh the name and place of abode of' the printer thereof 
is not printed as aforesaid-

is liable for every such copy so published or dispersed by him (but not 
for more than l'wenty-fivecopies in the whole) to a penalty not 
exceeding Twenty Pounds. 

25 Every person is liable to a penalty not exceeding Twenty 
Pounds who-

I. ·Prints any paper or book for hire, e;ain, or profit, and 
neglects to write or print on a copy thereof the name 
and place of abode of his employer, or to keep such copy 
for Six mont.hs next after the printing thereof: or 

n. Refuses or neglects ro produce and show the same to any 
justice who within. such Six months requires to see the 
same. 

Printer not 
recording 
employer's name. 
Ibid.,s.23 (Vic.). 
lhid;,s.2f (N.Z.). 
Ib,d., s. 5 (Tas.). 

26 Every person is liable to a penalty not exceeding Twenty Unregistered 
Pounds who- newspaper. 

I. Wilfully sells or delivers out or wilfully prints or publishes ~f. 97 Geos IV; 

any newspaper in respect of which the declaration required er9 as;o:IV. 
by this Act has not been registered, either originally or as No. 7, s. 12. 
often as this Act requires: or Ibid.,s.21 (N.Z.). 

11. Wilfully prints or publishes any newspaper or supplement ef: ibid., 8.24 
thereto whereon tht: several particulars required by Section (VIC.). 
Fourteen hereofal'e not printed as required by this Act, 
or whereon there is printed auy false name, addition, place; 
or day, or whereon there is printed any description of the 
place of printing or publishing such newspaper, differing 
in any respect from the description of the house or building 
mentioned in the declaration required by this Act as the 
house or building wherein such newspaper is intended to 
be printed or published. 

27 Every person is liable to a fine of not less thau Five Pounds nor, Pen~Jty.for 
more than Twenty Pounds who wilfully prints or publishes any news. pubhcatlon of 

paper without ~aving ente~ed, eithe~ originally or by way of renewal, ~~ili8!:r~~oper 
IOtO the recogOlsance reqUired by thIS Act; and any person so offend· recognisances .. I 
ing shall also pay all reasonable costs and charges not only of prose- Ibid.,s. 25 (Vie •• 
euting but of discovering the offence. Cf. 8 Wm.4 No. 

11, s. 2 (Tas.). 
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Recovery and 
application of 
fines. 

No. 14 
Printers and Newspapers. 

28 All informations for offences against this Act and all penalties 
and fines incurred under this Act may be heard, determined, recovered,. 
and enforced in a summary manner by and before a police magist!8te 
or any Two or more justices i~ the mode provided by "The Magis
trates Summary Procedure Act," and One moiety of every fine so 
recovered in respect of any offence against the provisions of this Art 

. relating to the registration of printing-presses and types shall be for the 
use of the person who informs or sues for such fine. 

Numb6r of Act. 

9 Geo. IV. ~o. 7 

8 Wm. IV. No. 11 

64 Vict. No. 1 

SCHEDULES. 

(1.) 
REPEAL. 

Short Title of Act. Extent of Repeal. 

"An Act to regulate the Printing ILnd Publishing The whole Act 
of N ewsptl.pers " 

" An. Act to assimilate the Law of this Colony to The whole Act 
that of Great Britain with respect to the security 
to be given by Printers ILnd Publishers of 
Newspapers" I "The Imprint Act, 1900" The whole Act 

(2.) 
~~.~~~tScheau:I.. NOTICE TO REGIS'l'RAR THA1' PERSON GIVING NOTICE KEEPS 

A PRINTING PRESS AND TYPES FOR PRINTING. 

To the Registrar of the Supreme Court, Hobart. 
PURSUANT to "The l'rinters and Newspapers Act, 1911," I, A.B., of [place of 
abode and occul'ation), do hereby declare that I have a printing-press and types 
for printing which I purpose to use for printing within , and which I require 
to be entered for that purpose accordin~ to law. 

Witness my hand, this day of , J 9 • 
Signed in the presence of- A.B. 

O.D. [Add occupation and place of abode.] 

CERTIFICATE THA'l' NOTICE GIVEN OF A PRINTING-PRESS 
AND TYPES FOR PIUNTING. 

"THE- PRINTERS AND NEWSPAPERS ACT, 1911." 

l HEREBY certify that A.B .• of [place of abode and occupation]t has delivered to me 
a. notice in writing appearing to be duly signed by him and attested by a witness that 
he the said A.B. has a printing-press and types for printing which he purposes to use 
for printing within , and whi~h he has required to be entered according to law. 

Witness my hand, this day of , 19. 
P. S. 

Registrar of the Supreme Court. 
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(:3.) 

DECLARATION FOR REGISTRATION OF NEWSPAPER. 
In the matter of the newspaper. 

PURSUANT to " The Printers ltnd New!'pa"pers Act, 1911," we, A.B., C.D., E.F., and 
G. H., of [place of al,ode arid occvpalion], do solemnly and sincerely declare that-

1. A.B. and C.D. propose to carry on the business of vending a lIewepaper 
named the , and are the proprietors thereof. 

2. The intended printer of tile said newspaper is E.F., of 
3. The intended publisher of the ~ame is G.H., of 
4. The intended place of printing the same is 
5. The abovementioned names, additions, and places of abode and descriptions 

of p,'emises are the true and real names, additions, and places of abode. and descrip
tions of the severHl pfI'SOpS to whom and of the premises to which they 
ret>pectively refer, and" e make this solemu declaration by virtue of Section 132 of 
"The Evidence Act, 1910." 

Declared at 
of 

, this 
,19 ,before me, 

day 

J.K., 
A Justice of the I>eace. 

DECLARATION FOR INCORPORATED COMPANY. 
In the matter of the newspaper. 

A.B. 
C.D. 
E.F. 
G.H. 

PURSUANT to "The Printers and Newspapers Act, 1911," we, A.B., E.F., aud 
G.H., of [place of abode arid ol'Cupati(,n] , do solemnl), and sincerely declare that-

1. The Company (Limited), of which A.H. is mana~er [01' managing 
director, m' chail'll an of directors), propo~e to CB!'I'Y on the business of vendillg a 
newspaper named the • Ilnd the said company is thepropl'ietor thereof. 

2. The intended printer thereof is E.F., of 
3. 'rile intended publisher thereof is G.H., of 
4. The iLtended place of printing the same is , and the regi<jtered office 

of the said company i,. at 
b. The abovementioned names, additions, and places of abotle and descriptions of 

premises, and the name of the @aid company, are the true Ilnd real names, addition~, 
and places of abode and desc'iptiom of the several perwns to whom and of the 
premises to \I hich they resl e<:tive1y refer. and we make this solemn declaratiou by 
virtue of Section 132 of " The Evidence Ad, 1910." 

Declared at 
of 

this 
,19 ,before me 

J. K., 
A Justice of the Peace. 

llJHN VAIL, 

qO'~I\N14J:;V"l PRINTER? TASM4I1I4, 

A.B. 
B.F. 
G.H. 
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Section 10. 
Second Schedule 

Section 17. 
Sehednle. 






