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AN AOT toreg'ulato the Weights to be carried 1918. 
on certain Vehicles~ and for other purposes. 

[5 D,'cemher, 1913.J 

BE it enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, by and 
~ith the advice and consent of the Legi~lative Council and House of 
ASFembly, in Parliament assembled, as follow~:-
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Width of Tires. 

1-(1) This Act may be cited for all purposes as "The Width of 
Tires Act, 19J 3," and shall commence and take effect on a day to be 
appointed by the Governor by proclamation. 

('2) This Act shall he incorporated and read as one with" The Local 
Government Act, 1906," (in this Act referred to as "the Principal 
Act") and any amendment thereof; and the terms, words, and 
phrases interpreted in the Fifth Section of the Principal Act shall 
have, in this Act, the respective meanings set against each such term, 
word, or phrase, in such Fifth Section. 

(3) The provisions of this Act shall apply and take effect through
out this State with the exception of any part of this State for the time 
being inc1uded within the respective boundaries of the cities of Hobart 
and Launcestoll. 

2 From and after the commencement of this Act no council shan have or
exprclse the power to make by-laws with respect to the following matters, 
namely :-" Prescribing the width of and other conditions respecting 
the tires of wheels of vehicles used in the municipality, either with 
respect to the weight of the load carried, or with respect to the diameter
of the axles of such vehicles, with power to prescribe that the measure 
of such diameter be kept painted on every vehicle carrying goods," and 
every such by-law in force at the commencement of this Act shall cease 
to be operative. 

3 In this Act the expression "vehicle" means and includes any 
engine, wagon, dray, cart, carriage, 01' other means for carrying passen
gers or goods by land, whether having Two or more wheels, and 
whether drawn or propelled by animal, steam, electric, or other power, 
but does not include any traction-engine as defined by Section Two of 
" The Local Government Act (Traction Engines), ] 907." 

4-( I) No person shaH, in, or by means of a vehicle carry on any 
public road a: greater weight than the next mentioned (that is to say) : 
For. each wheel of any vehicle a total weight of Three and aqu~rter 
hundredweight avoirdupois for each half-ipch of width of bearing 
surface of the tire or felloe. 

(2) But the Governor on the application of the council of anymunici
pality and upon being satisfied that the circumstances of the case require 
it, may make regulations to be published in the "Gazette" decIfuing 
that the weight to be so carried on-

1. Public road!' generally or with exceptions or on any specified 
public roads or classes of public roads insuc~ lllunici
pality or in the portion of such municipality which is. 
mentioned in the regulation; or 

H. Any public road whilst in any state or condition specified in 
the regulation, 

shall be less than the weight in this section prescribed. 
Every such regulation shall state the reduced weight so to be carried,. 

and any such regulation may be made to apply either with or without 
any limitation as to time, 
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Width of Tires. 

(3) In this section the words" width of bearing surface" mean the 
actual width of the bearing surface of the t~re or felloe that would 
actually come in contact with or bear upon a hard smooth level surface 
wht!n the wheels are attached to the axle and read V for use; and when 
the tires or felloes of any vehicle are not of uniform width the width of 
the narrowest tire or feIloe shall be deemed to be the width of each of 

. the tires 01' ~elloes . 
. (4) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to apply to the convey

ance of any piece of heavy machinery which cannot be taken apart 
withou-5 great loss or expense. 

(5) Any person who in, on, or hy means of, a vehicle carries on any 
public road a greater weight than that allowed by this Act or any regu
lation made thereunder by the Governor, shall for each offence be liable 
on conviction to a penalty not exceeding Forty Shillings for each 
~undredweight or; rartof a hundredweight carried in excess of the 
quantity allowed by this Act or sllch regulation. 

5--'-( 1) The Governor may make regulations fo.r declaring the 
weight ·of any specified descriptions or clasi:'\es of goods by measurement. 

(2) Such regulations shall be published in the" Gazette" and sh~.lJ 
come into oppratif)ll One month after the date of such publication, and 
shall then be of the same efrect as it thev were cont.ained in this Act, 
-and shall be jlidiciallynoti~ed.. . 

6 - (1) Every person in charg'e of any vehicle carrying goods on 
-any public road upon being so requested by any inspector of weights 
-and measures, ·member of the police force, or officer of any munici-
pality shall- . 

1. Allow such inspector, member, or officer, or any person acting 
by or under the authority of the council of .such munici
pality to measure such goods with a view of ascertaining 
the weight thereof in accordance with any such regulation 
made as aforesaid; or 

11. Take such vehicles and goods to the nearest weighbridge or 
weighing machine on the route towards the place to which 

. ·suck vehicle and goods· are being taken, or to any weigh
bridge or weighing machine within Two miles in any direc
tion from the place at which the request is made. 

'(2)'1f the weight. of such goods is, as(,!ertained bv such inspector, 
member of the police force, officer, or other person by measurement 
only, then 1he result of such measurement shall be taken to be the 
actual weight -of such goods for the purposes of' this Act, unless the 
owner or driver of the vehicle at the time gives notice of his intention 
of having the same weighed, and forthwith, at his own expense, pro
ceeds to have the same weighed at the nearest or most convenient 
weighbridge or weighing machine. 
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8 Any council 01' their surveyor, engineer, or road inspector. or any 
person acting by or under their authority or any officer of the council 
of any municipality or any member of the police force may measure 
and examine, 01' cause to be measured amI examined, the wheels of 
every vehicle on any public road in such mun:cipality. 

9 If, without the consent of the person in charge of any vehicle,· 
any person purporting to act under the authority of thi~ Act, who is 
not authorised by this Act. so to do, measures or attempts to measure 
any goods carried in any such vehicle, or measures and examines or 
attempts to measure and examine, or causes to he measured and 
l>xamined. the wheels of any such vehicle, or makes any request that 
such vehicle and goods shall be taken to any weighbridge 01' weighing 
machine to be weighed, then such lastmentioned person shall be guilty 
of an offence, and shall, on conviction thereof, be liable to a pe.nalty 
not exceeding Ten Pounds. 

10 SUbject to the laws in force relating' to local governmeut,.the 
council of any municipality may from time to time make by-laws. nQt 
inconsistent with this Act or with any regulation made by tbe Governor, 
as bereinbefore provided, for carrying this Act into effect. 

11 Not.hing in this Act contained shall apply to any vehicle' 11llJ1mng 
exclusively over or along any tram.ay constructed under the provisions 
of any Act for the time being ilJ tbrcerelatisg to tramways. 

12 Nothing in this Act'8haU be deemed to repeal any of tAe PJ.'Q; 

visions of t.he Act of Council (6 William IV. No. 7) intituled "An 
Act to provide for the Licepsing of Hawkers and Carriers," or "The 
Police Act, J 905," or any amendments thereof. 

13-- (1) Ail informatiuns for offences against the provisions of this 
Act 01' the regulation!'1, and all penalties, 6n.es, aud forieitures imposed 
by or under the provisions of this Act or the regulations may be heard, 
determined, .·ecovered, and enforced in. a summary way by and before 
a police magistrate or any Two or more justices ill the mode prescribed 
by .. The Magistrdtes Summal'Y Procedure Act." 

(2) Any person who thinks himself aggrieved by any penalty 
imposed under the authority of this Act may appeal against the same 
in the manner prescribed by .. The 1\ ppeals Regulation Act." 

JOIIM VAu.. 
gO~RNMENT PRI!II1'JUI., TASMANl.\. 


