
              

AustLII’s innovations have been used to strengthen and expand free access to law globally. Where its resources allow, AustLII  
assists other national or regional LIIs to make free access more effective and comprehensive, and assists formation of new 
LIIs where none yet exists. Since 1999, AustLII has provided its software, infrastructure and expertise to assist the  
development of nine other free-access legal information institutes:

 

Most of these LIIs now operate independently. AustLII jointly operates NZLII, LiberLII and the LII of India, in cooperation with 
local partners in those countries.

AustLII also created three multinational portals and operates them in collaboration with the above LIIs and other free access 

providers, which makes their content jointly searchable through these portals: 

 
 

Prior to 1995, there was no free access to case law 
or legislation in Australia. Government printers 
provided legislation for purchase and commercial 
publishers sold law reports. Digital paid access (via 
‘dial-up’ and CD-ROM) was provided by a company 
which had previously been given a monopoly 
to provide online access to the laws of several 
Australian States and Territories, but the high cost 
and difficulty of use resulted in very limited usage of 
this service. The Commonwealth Attorney-General’s 
department charged for federal case law and 
legislation on the dial-up SCALE service, and  
CD-ROMs could also be purchased. AustLII was both 
the first Australian provider of legal information via 
the Internet, and the first to provide free access.

AustLII was developed out of the ‘Datalex Project‘ 
research into legal information systems by Andrew 
Mowbray, Graham Greenleaf and colleagues from 
1985-1995. The Datalex approach was based on the 
integration of hypertext and text retrieval with  
inferencing techniques (rule-based and case-based 
expert systems), and techniques for the large-scale  

The first content on AustLII in 1995 included  
Commonwealth legislation and High Court  
decisions, soon followed by Federal Court decisions. 
SCALE assisted in the provision of Commonwealth 
materials. The Law Foundation of NSW assisted 
AustLII to obtain NSW cases and legislation through  
cooperation with the NSW government and  
subsequently from some other States.                     

automated mark-up of legal texts. From inception 
AustLII has been a joint facility of the Faculties of Law at 
UNSW and UTS. Professors Greenleaf and Mowbray have 
been AustLII Co-Directors since 1995. Executive Director 
Dr Philip Chung was AustLII’s second employee in 1996 
and has been a Co-Director since 1999.

From 1996 AustLII encouraged governments and courts 
in all Australian jurisdictions to make their legislation 
and Supreme Court decisions available for free access 
via AustLII, and this initial ‘National Collection’ was 
completed in 1999, the first in the world of this type. 
Complete Australian treaties were another early 
inclusion, as were some law journals and law  
reform reports.

The Australasian Legal Information Institute 
(AustLII) was founded in 1995 as a joint facility of 
the Faculties of Law at the University of Technology  
Sydney (UTS) and UNSW Australia. It is the largest 
free-access provider of online Australian legal  
materials, a founding member of the Free Access 

to Law Movement, and one of the largest providers of 
free-access legal information world-wide.
AustLII’s guiding principle is that free access to key 
sources of legal information is essential in a democracy 
adhering to the rule of law, for the public, the legal 
profession and for researchers.

AustLII - An Overview

Access to legal information 
before AustLII

Formation of AustLII

Research Grants

Expansion of content and services

Southern African Legal Information Institute (SAFLII, 2006)

Legal Information Institute of India (LII of India, 2010)

Liberia Legal Information Institute (LiberLII, 2011)

Samoa Legal Information Institute (SamLII, 2012)

British and Irish Legal Information Institute (BAILII, 2000)

Pacific Islands Legal Information Institute (PacLII, 2001)

Hong Kong Legal Information Institute (HKLII, 2002)

Cyprus Legal Information Institute (CyLaw, 2002)

New Zealand Legal Information Institute (NZLII, 2005) 

Commonwealth Legal Information Institute (CommonLII, 2005) – the portal for the common law, and the  

Commonwealth (1430 databases from 60 jurisdictions), and the free-access home to the English Reports 1220-1873, 

the foundations of the common law.

Asian Legal Information Institute (AsianLII, 2006) – more than 300 databases covering 28 Asian jurisdictions, with 

content searchable in Bahasa Indonesian, Chinese, Vietnamese, Portuguese and English.

World Legal Information Institute (WorldLII, 2002) – the most comprehensive portal for LIIs, and home of the WorlLII  

collection of International Courts and Tribunals decisions and UN and other treaty collections. WorldLII now makes 

searchable over 1700 databases from 123 jurisdictions, provided via 14 Legal Information Institutes.

LawCite - in effect a fourth international portal operated by AustLII in cooperation with all of the above LIIs, and 

which is used by many of them as part of their own systems.  In 2015 it holds citation information on over 4.7 million 

cases and articles. 
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AustLII commenced in 1995 with a grant from the 
Australian Research Council (ARC) to Greenleaf and 
Mowbray, followed by major support from the Law 
Foundation of NSW from 1996-2000, and with early 
support from other stakeholders such as the  

Broadening of stakeholder support

By 2007 it became apparent that AustLII could 
not rely primarily on grant funding. It needed 
to diversify its funding sources and develop a 
sustainable funding model to maintain a rapidly 
expanding collection of databases, and meet 

AustLII Foundation Limited Board of Directors
Seated:            Mr Tim Bugg AM, Professor Carrick Martin, Dr Jeff FitzGerald (Chair)  

Standing:        Mr Ian Govey AM, Dr Philip Chung (Managing Director),  

                         Professor Andrew Mowbray (Executive Director),  

                         Professor Lesley Hitchens,  

                         Professor Graham Greenleaf AM (Executive Director),  

Not pictured:  Professor David Dixon.

AustLII Foundation Limited
In 2008 UNSW and UTS agreed to establish AustLII 
Foundation Limited as a company limited by  
guarantee, with charitable objectives and tax-deductible 
status, to manage this broader stakeholder funding, 
and to guarantee the continuing provision of free 
access. The objective of the Foundation is to maintain 
AustLII’s Australian free-access online public library 
and infrastructure on a sustainable and ongoing basis, 
supported by regular donations. The Foundation has 
an independent Board appointed by its two University 
members. The AustLII Foundation does not charge 
users for access nor does it host advertising. Rather, it 
asks all AustLII users, those who publish via its services 
and those who otherwise benefit from its operations, to 
make an annual contribution that reflects the value of 
AustLII to them and to the Australian community.

the infrastructure demands of expanding usage. 
AustLII’s users and data providers responded to 
a public request for increased donation funding 
which ensured that AustLII could continue to 
provide free access to its services.
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700 600K 4.7M

Awards and honours
AustLII has been recognised and acknowledged in many forums including the following:

•    WorldLII received the International Association of Law Libraries (IALL) award for best legal website in 2003. 

•    The Australia New Zealand Internet Awards (ANZIA) gave AustLII various achievement awards in 2009, 2010, 2012 and 2014.

•    AustLII was a featured case study in the ATN/Go8 Excellence in Innovation Australia (EIA) Trial Report (2012), which aimed  

     to measure the innovation dividend of research generated by Australian universities, and has been an ARC case study 

     of value for money in research expenditure. 

•    UNSW recognised AustLII as one of ten UNSW innovations that ‘changed our world’ (2013).

•    Graham Greenleaf was made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) in 2010, Andrew Mowbray received the 2014 Justice  

     Medal from the NSW Law and Justice Foundation, and Philip Chung received the Dieter Meurer Prize for Legal Informatics 

     in 2014.

Founders’ Vision 
“From inception our intention in creating AustLII was to provide free access to the Australian public 
to the essential legal information needed for the rule of law and democracy to function effectively. 
In doing so we believed we would also provide a service of great value to academic research, the 
legal profession, the business community and to courts and government as well. We believed that it 
would be in the interests of these institutional stakeholders to collaboratively support a free access 
model. AustLII was therefore created to ‘free the law’ in Australia from the shackles restricting it up 
to the mid-90s, and to innovate in the provision of legal information systems.”

Professor Graham Greenleaf (UNSW) and Professor Andrew Mowbray (UTS)

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT).  
From 2000 AustLII was successful in obtaining 
successive grants from the ARC for research and the  
development of research infrastructure. These grants  
were critical in allowing AustLII to develop its services.
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AustLII’s grant-funded research and development 
activities, and the operation of its international 
portals, continue to be carried out through the AustLII 
Research Centre, a joint facility of the two law schools. 

The databases on AustLII and the infrastructure 
used to support these databases are initially 
developed with research project grant funding. The 
Australian databases are maintained and updated 
with the support of AustLII’s contributors to the 
Foundation and the continuous cooperation of 
content providers. 

AustLII plans many initiatives in the coming years.  
It will further expand the breadth of its Australasian 
primary legal resources as well as adding greater 
historical depth including case law ‘recovered’ from 
early newspapers; further develop data mining 
approaches to add value to all existing databases 
by improved cross-referencing and the addition 
of metrics and statistics on usage and citations; 
improve the user interface and search capabilities; 
and develop a new AustLII Communities platform 
to encourage and facilitate users to generate new 
content such as plain language guides to the law, 
law handbooks and other commentary.   

The Research Centre secures funding for AustLII’s research 
and the operation of its international portals from the 
ARC and from other sources, including international 
development agencies and collaborative partnerships.

The Foundation now has a diversified funding base of 
over 300 contributors annually. International databases 
are maintained and updated by the Research Centre 
through collaborative partnerships with a number of 
international development agencies. AustLII plays a vital 
role in making legal information freely available within 
Australia and internationally.

Internationally, AustLII will strive to enhance the 
resources discoverable through the international portals 
including expanded coverage of international courts and 
tribunals, and the history of the common law, improving 
interaction between common law and civil law materials 
through better citation recognition, as well as continued 
engagement with and assistance to our international 
colleagues and partners. This will affirm AustLII’s 
commitment to upholding and furthering the guiding 
principles of the Free Access to Law Movement.  A deeper 
engagement with our community will sustain a robust 
funding model that supports the ongoing development 
of AustLII.

AustLII’s staff – the essential resource
AustLII’s achievements reflect the abilities and  
dedication of all those who have worked for it over the  
past twenty years. AustLII’s staff, which averages only 10  
full-time-equivalent staff members at any one time, has 
included over eighty full-time and part-time employees 

(listed at http://www.austlii.edu.au/austlii/personnel.html). 
In recent years significant contributions have also been 
made by interns and volunteers from UNSW and UTS law 
faculties. This program will be expanded in the future.
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AustLII commenced in 1995 with a grant from the 
Australian Research Council (ARC) to Greenleaf and 
Mowbray, followed by major support from the Law 
Foundation of NSW from 1996-2000, and with early 
support from other stakeholders such as the  
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By 2007 it became apparent that AustLII could 
not rely primarily on grant funding. It needed 
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sustainable funding model to maintain a rapidly 
expanding collection of databases, and meet 
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AustLII Foundation Limited
In 2008 UNSW and UTS agreed to establish AustLII 
Foundation Limited as a company limited by  
guarantee, with charitable objectives and tax-deductible 
status, to manage this broader stakeholder funding, 
and to guarantee the continuing provision of free 
access. The objective of the Foundation is to maintain 
AustLII’s Australian free-access online public library 
and infrastructure on a sustainable and ongoing basis, 
supported by regular donations. The Foundation has 
an independent Board appointed by its two University 
members. The AustLII Foundation does not charge 
users for access nor does it host advertising. Rather, it 
asks all AustLII users, those who publish via its services 
and those who otherwise benefit from its operations, to 
make an annual contribution that reflects the value of 
AustLII to them and to the Australian community.

the infrastructure demands of expanding usage. 
AustLII’s users and data providers responded to 
a public request for increased donation funding 
which ensured that AustLII could continue to 
provide free access to its services.
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Awards and honours
AustLII has been recognised and acknowledged in many forums including the following:
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•    Graham Greenleaf was made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) in 2010, Andrew Mowbray received the 2014 Justice  

     Medal from the NSW Law and Justice Foundation, and Philip Chung received the Dieter Meurer Prize for Legal Informatics 

     in 2014.
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to the essential legal information needed for the rule of law and democracy to function effectively. 
In doing so we believed we would also provide a service of great value to academic research, the 
legal profession, the business community and to courts and government as well. We believed that it 
would be in the interests of these institutional stakeholders to collaboratively support a free access 
model. AustLII was therefore created to ‘free the law’ in Australia from the shackles restricting it up 
to the mid-90s, and to innovate in the provision of legal information systems.”

Professor Graham Greenleaf (UNSW) and Professor Andrew Mowbray (UTS)
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were critical in allowing AustLII to develop its services.

www.austlii.edu.au

AustLII’s grant-funded research and development 
activities, and the operation of its international 
portals, continue to be carried out through the AustLII 
Research Centre, a joint facility of the two law schools. 

The databases on AustLII and the infrastructure 
used to support these databases are initially 
developed with research project grant funding. The 
Australian databases are maintained and updated 
with the support of AustLII’s contributors to the 
Foundation and the continuous cooperation of 
content providers. 

AustLII plans many initiatives in the coming years.  
It will further expand the breadth of its Australasian 
primary legal resources as well as adding greater 
historical depth including case law ‘recovered’ from 
early newspapers; further develop data mining 
approaches to add value to all existing databases 
by improved cross-referencing and the addition 
of metrics and statistics on usage and citations; 
improve the user interface and search capabilities; 
and develop a new AustLII Communities platform 
to encourage and facilitate users to generate new 
content such as plain language guides to the law, 
law handbooks and other commentary.   

The Research Centre secures funding for AustLII’s research 
and the operation of its international portals from the 
ARC and from other sources, including international 
development agencies and collaborative partnerships.

The Foundation now has a diversified funding base of 
over 300 contributors annually. International databases 
are maintained and updated by the Research Centre 
through collaborative partnerships with a number of 
international development agencies. AustLII plays a vital 
role in making legal information freely available within 
Australia and internationally.

Internationally, AustLII will strive to enhance the 
resources discoverable through the international portals 
including expanded coverage of international courts and 
tribunals, and the history of the common law, improving 
interaction between common law and civil law materials 
through better citation recognition, as well as continued 
engagement with and assistance to our international 
colleagues and partners. This will affirm AustLII’s 
commitment to upholding and furthering the guiding 
principles of the Free Access to Law Movement.  A deeper 
engagement with our community will sustain a robust 
funding model that supports the ongoing development 
of AustLII.

AustLII’s staff – the essential resource
AustLII’s achievements reflect the abilities and  
dedication of all those who have worked for it over the  
past twenty years. AustLII’s staff, which averages only 10  
full-time-equivalent staff members at any one time, has 
included over eighty full-time and part-time employees 

(listed at http://www.austlii.edu.au/austlii/personnel.html). 
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In 2008 UNSW and UTS agreed to establish AustLII 
Foundation Limited as a company limited by  
guarantee, with charitable objectives and tax-deductible 
status, to manage this broader stakeholder funding, 
and to guarantee the continuing provision of free 
access. The objective of the Foundation is to maintain 
AustLII’s Australian free-access online public library 
and infrastructure on a sustainable and ongoing basis, 
supported by regular donations. The Foundation has 
an independent Board appointed by its two University 
members. The AustLII Foundation does not charge 
users for access nor does it host advertising. Rather, it 
asks all AustLII users, those who publish via its services 
and those who otherwise benefit from its operations, to 
make an annual contribution that reflects the value of 
AustLII to them and to the Australian community.

the infrastructure demands of expanding usage. 
AustLII’s users and data providers responded to 
a public request for increased donation funding 
which ensured that AustLII could continue to 
provide free access to its services.

Developing global free access to law

AustLII Research Centre

AustLII in 2015

Future Initiatives

Australasian Legal Information Institute

A joint facility of UTS and UNSW Faculties of Law

www.austlii.edu.au

DATABASES HITS PER DAY CITATION RECORDS

Legal information 
categorised as  
legislation, case law, 
treaties, scholarship 
and law reform.

Number of accesses 

made to the AustLII 

servers requesting 

information.

Number of individual 

citations data mined  

by LawCite.

700 600K 4.7M

Awards and honours
AustLII has been recognised and acknowledged in many forums including the following:

•    WorldLII received the International Association of Law Libraries (IALL) award for best legal website in 2003. 

•    The Australia New Zealand Internet Awards (ANZIA) gave AustLII various achievement awards in 2009, 2010, 2012 and 2014.

•    AustLII was a featured case study in the ATN/Go8 Excellence in Innovation Australia (EIA) Trial Report (2012), which aimed  

     to measure the innovation dividend of research generated by Australian universities, and has been an ARC case study 

     of value for money in research expenditure. 

•    UNSW recognised AustLII as one of ten UNSW innovations that ‘changed our world’ (2013).

•    Graham Greenleaf was made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) in 2010, Andrew Mowbray received the 2014 Justice  

     Medal from the NSW Law and Justice Foundation, and Philip Chung received the Dieter Meurer Prize for Legal Informatics 

     in 2014.

Founders’ Vision 
“From inception our intention in creating AustLII was to provide free access to the Australian public 
to the essential legal information needed for the rule of law and democracy to function effectively. 
In doing so we believed we would also provide a service of great value to academic research, the 
legal profession, the business community and to courts and government as well. We believed that it 
would be in the interests of these institutional stakeholders to collaboratively support a free access 
model. AustLII was therefore created to ‘free the law’ in Australia from the shackles restricting it up 
to the mid-90s, and to innovate in the provision of legal information systems.”

Professor Graham Greenleaf (UNSW) and Professor Andrew Mowbray (UTS)

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT).  
From 2000 AustLII was successful in obtaining 
successive grants from the ARC for research and the  
development of research infrastructure. These grants  
were critical in allowing AustLII to develop its services.

www.austlii.edu.au

AustLII’s grant-funded research and development 
activities, and the operation of its international 
portals, continue to be carried out through the AustLII 
Research Centre, a joint facility of the two law schools. 

The databases on AustLII and the infrastructure 
used to support these databases are initially 
developed with research project grant funding. The 
Australian databases are maintained and updated 
with the support of AustLII’s contributors to the 
Foundation and the continuous cooperation of 
content providers. 

AustLII plans many initiatives in the coming years.  
It will further expand the breadth of its Australasian 
primary legal resources as well as adding greater 
historical depth including case law ‘recovered’ from 
early newspapers; further develop data mining 
approaches to add value to all existing databases 
by improved cross-referencing and the addition 
of metrics and statistics on usage and citations; 
improve the user interface and search capabilities; 
and develop a new AustLII Communities platform 
to encourage and facilitate users to generate new 
content such as plain language guides to the law, 
law handbooks and other commentary.   

The Research Centre secures funding for AustLII’s research 
and the operation of its international portals from the 
ARC and from other sources, including international 
development agencies and collaborative partnerships.

The Foundation now has a diversified funding base of 
over 300 contributors annually. International databases 
are maintained and updated by the Research Centre 
through collaborative partnerships with a number of 
international development agencies. AustLII plays a vital 
role in making legal information freely available within 
Australia and internationally.

Internationally, AustLII will strive to enhance the 
resources discoverable through the international portals 
including expanded coverage of international courts and 
tribunals, and the history of the common law, improving 
interaction between common law and civil law materials 
through better citation recognition, as well as continued 
engagement with and assistance to our international 
colleagues and partners. This will affirm AustLII’s 
commitment to upholding and furthering the guiding 
principles of the Free Access to Law Movement.  A deeper 
engagement with our community will sustain a robust 
funding model that supports the ongoing development 
of AustLII.

AustLII’s staff – the essential resource
AustLII’s achievements reflect the abilities and  
dedication of all those who have worked for it over the  
past twenty years. AustLII’s staff, which averages only 10  
full-time-equivalent staff members at any one time, has 
included over eighty full-time and part-time employees 

(listed at http://www.austlii.edu.au/austlii/personnel.html). 
In recent years significant contributions have also been 
made by interns and volunteers from UNSW and UTS law 
faculties. This program will be expanded in the future.
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Legal History – adding depth to the ‘Five Pillars’

1995 2000 2010

A 20 year timeline of AustLII’s role in the development of free access to law online

Major Funding Contributors 1995-2015

1995

2015

AustLII established 
with ARC research 
infrastructure 
funding.  Developed 
from 'Datalex Project' 
research by Mowbray 
and Greenleaf 
1985-95.
10 Databases

1996
AustLII commences 
'National Collection' 
project to publish 
consolidated 
legislation and 
superior court 
decisions from every 
Australasian 
jurisdiction. NSW Law 
Foundation funding 
(‘Foundation Law’).
30 Databases

1997
AustLII hosts 1st ‘Law 
via the Internet’ (LvI)                     
Conference. DFAT 
funds the Australian 
Treaties Library. 
Council for 
Aboriginal 
Reconciliation and 
ARC fund 
Reconciliation and 
Social Justice Library 
on indigenous law. 
50 Databases

1998
High Court of 
Australia adopts 
media neutral 
citations.  Work on 
Project DIAL with 
Asian Development 
Bank funding, which 
formed basis of  
WorldLII Catalog.
65 Databases

1999
AustLII hosts 2nd LvI 
Conference. 'National 
Collection' launched 
after 4 years ‘free the 
law’ advocacy.
80 Databases

2001
PacLII established, 
using AustLII 
software. AustLII 
hosts 3rd LvI 
Conference. 
WorldLII prototype 
demonstrated.
120 Databases

2002
AustLII is a founding
signatory of  the 
Declaration on Free 
Access to Law. 
WorldLII launched, in 
cooperation with 5 
other LIIs.  HKLII and 
CyLaw established, 
using AustLII 
software.
140 Databases

2003
International Courts 
and Tribunals
Collection on 
WorldLII, with ARC 
LIEF support. AustLII 
hosts 5th LvI 
Conference. Receives 
International 
Association of Law 
Libraries (IALL) 
award for WorldLII.
170 Databases

2004
International 
common law 
databases, (now 
CommonLII) 
developed on 
WorldLII, with ARC 
LIEF support.
185 Databases

2005
NZLII established, 
using AustLII 
software. 
CommonLII 
launched, with 
cooperation from 7 
other LIIs, at 
Commonwealth Law 
Conference (London).
200 Databases

2006
SAFLII established, 
using AustLII 
software. Asian legal 
databases (now 
AsianLII) developed 
on WorldLII, with 
ARC LIEF support 
(final grant in series).
224 Databases

2007
AsianLII launched, in 
cooperation with 3 
other LIIs, with 
AusAID support. 
AustLII seeks to 
diversify funding 
base, public 
campaign for 
donation funding,
and development of 
new governance 
structure.
256 Databases

2008
AustLII Foundation 
Ltd incorporated Dec 
2008. ‘Improving 
online case law’ 3 
year ARC Linkage 
funded project 
develops LawCite 
international citator. 
English Reports 
1220-1873 published 
on CommonLII. 
Series of AsianLII 
launches across Asia. 
‘The Australian Legal 
Scholarship Library’, 
with ARC LIEF 
support, adds 
50,000+ items of 
legal scholarship to 
AustLII, and starts 
development of 
digitisation 
infrastructure.
275 Databases

2009
AustLII Foundation 
commences 
operations Oct 2009, 
maintains campaign 
of donation funding 
of $1M+. 102 new 
databases added, 
particularly journals 
and other scholarship. 
AustLII hosts 1st 
AsianLII Conference 
(ARC LIEF support).
376  Databases

2010
LawCite citator fully 
integrated into 
AustLII. LII of India 
established, with 
AusAID funding.  
ARC LIEF grant to 
expand legislation 
collections. First 
digitisation of 
historic legal 
materials.
International Law 
Library launched on 
WorldLII. AustLII 
receives ANZIA 
award. Greenleaf 
receives Order of 
Australia (AM).
424 Databases

2011
AustLII mobile app 
launched. Aviation 
and Health Law 
libraries launched. 
LiberLII built by 
AustLII and Liberian 
partners, with US AID 
funding. LII of India 
launched in New 
Delhi with Indian 
academic partners. 
(AusAID support) 
AustLII No 1 legal 
website by Hitwise for 
5th successive year.
485 Databases

2012
Development of 
European Law 
Project on WorldLII, 
funded by ARC LIEF. 
Australasian Legal 
History Libraries 
project commenced, 
with ARC LIEF 
funding.  500th 
database on AustLII; 
1600 databases 
searchable via 
WorldLII CommonLII 
endorsed in CHOGM 
communiqué. 
AustLII commended 
in Go8/ATN 
Excellence in 
Innovation case 
study. LawCite 
receives ANZIA 
award.
533 Databases

2013
Historic State Law 
Report series 
published for most 
jurisdictions. 
Infrastructure 
enhancements for 
digitisation, funded 
by UNSW grants. 
Development of 
Caribbean Law 
Project on 
CommonLII with 
Commonwealth 
Secretariat funding. 
Direct link to 
AARNET backbone. 
Legal Scholarship 
Library (Stage II), 
ARC LIEF funded. 
AustLII recognised
as one of 10 most 
significant 
innovations from 
UNSW.
551  Databases

2014
Australasian Legal 
History Libraries 
launched in three 
cities by Chief 
Justices. 3 year ARC 
Linkage project: 
‘Authority and 
Integrity of Legal 
Information’. 
International Law 
Library on WorldLII 
expanded, with ARC 
LIEF funding. 
International Privacy 
Law Library 
launched on 
WorldLII. 
Australasian Legal 
History Libraries 
receive ANZIA 
Award. Mowbray 
receives NSW Justice 
Medal. Chung 
receives Dieter 
Meurer Award.
595 Databases

2015
20th anniversary of 
AustLII. 10th 
Anniversary of 
CommonLII. AustLII 
hosts 15th LvI 
Conference. 'Signed 
by AustLII' format 
released for case law, 
developed under 
ARC Linkage grant. 
Expansion of 
Australasian Legal 
History Libraries 
(Stage II), funded by 
ARC LIEF. 
Re-development of 
Indigenous Law 
Library on AustLII, 
UNSW MREII funded. 
700 Databases

2000
BAILII established, 
using AustLII 
software. First of 7 
annual ARC LIEF 
grants supporting 
AustLII’s expansion.
100 Databases

Over $1 million
Australian Research Council
UNSW Australia
University of Technology Sydney

$250,000 to $1 million
Law Foundation of New South Wales
Victorian Legal Services Board
Department of Foreign A�airs and Trade
AusAID
Asian Development Bank
Australian Taxation O�ce
Legal Practitioners Liability Committee (Victoria)
National Justice and Policing Senior O�cials Group

$100,000 to $250,000
High Court of Australia
Family Court of Australia
Federal Circuit Court of Australia
Federal Court of Australia
National Legal Aid
Australian Business Limited
CCH Australia Limited
Thomson Reuters
Australian National Data Service
Department of Defence

Australian National University
University of Queensland
Law Institute of Victoria
Migration Review Tribunal
   and Refugee Review Tribunal
University of New England
University of Sydney
Law Society of New South Wales
University of Melbourne
Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation
Australian Law Reform Commission

Clayton Utz
Allens
Herbert Smith Freehills
Minter Ellison
Corrs Chambers Westgarth
Commonwealth Attorney-General's
   Department
 

LAW
2003

Law via the Internet

www.austlii.edu.au

Stakeholders

AustLII’s stakeholders include: 

Australian and international research 
grant bodies, courts and tribunals, 
government departments and agencies, 
the legal profession (law firms, solicitors 
and barristers), law faculties of 
Australia’s universities and other 
educational institutions, business and 
industry, and the wider community.  
See our full list of contributors at 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/austlii/contributors/

In 2015 AustLII’s Australasian service provides 700 Australian and New Zealand databases of legal information, 
growing at an average of 30 new databases per year, as it has since 1995. This data includes all five main types of 
legal information. AustLII offers unrivaled breadth in its coverage of current Australasian legal information, and 
increasingly comprehensive historical depth as well. AustLII’s goal is that all significant public legal information 
relevant to legal research or practice, whenever created in Australasia, should be freely available, and searchable 
in effective ways. Future expansions and enhancements are planned for all ‘Five Pillars’.

Because Australia is a common law country, many historical decisions from the past two centuries, and earlier, 
remain relevant as precedents. Until 2010 AustLII’s main emphasis was on obtaining current data. Since then, a new 
emphasis on historical depth has required AustLII to obtain equipment for large-scale digitisation from paper or 
microforms. This has enabled AustLII to digitise Acts and reported decisions from the founding of each Australasian 
jurisdiction to 1950, with a few exceptions. From some jurisdictions, historical Bills, Explanatory Memoranda, 
and Gazettes have also been added. As public and private law library collections restructure and consolidate the 
digitisation of specialised sets of historical legal documents is often now funded by stakeholders. Examples include 
the decisions of the Australian Coal Industry Tribunal 1940-1995, and the South Australian Government Gazettes 
1839-1918. Further historical depth is being added to AustLII’s collections of scholarship and law reform. 

Citations – the links between 
legal documents

Treaties and  
International Instruments

Case LawLegislation

Legal Scholarship and Law Reform

Australia’s Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade has collaborated 
with AustLII since 1996 to develop the 
Australian Treaties Library on AustLII. It includes the 
Australian Treaties Series (ATS) (every multilateral 
and bilateral treaty Australia has ratified since 1900), 
databases of treaties Australia has signed but not 
yet ratified, Parliamentary reports on treaties, and 
explanatory statements. It is one of the world’s most 
comprehensive online national treaties collections.

AustLII’s LawCite citator, first  
released in 2008, now includes  
citation information on nearly five  
million documents of legislation, cases, journal  
articles and law reform documents, and tracks 
citations of legislation and treaties. It does so for the 
data held on all LIIs that cooperate with AustLII to 
provide the World Legal Information Institute  
(WorldLII). It is the world’s most comprehensive 
free-access law citator, with the greatest  
international coverage. In future LawCite will be 
updated more frequently and will aim to index more 
citations of treaties, and international case law  
including civil law jurisdictions.

AustLII actively seeks to obtain and 
publish the current decisions of all 

courts, tribunals and regulatory  
authorities that operate in Australia, 

including the decisions of superseded bodies. In 
2015 there are over 250 case law databases on 
AustLII. AustLII’s provision of court decisions is only 
possible because of its close cooperation with courts 
and tribunals to develop appropriate standards and 
procedures. Many of these courts and tribunals whose 
decisions AustLII publishes do not publish them on 
their own websites, or on any government website, 
relying on AustLII to make them publicly available. 
Courts email their decisions to AustLII as frequently as 
they wish and that database is then rebuilt (updated) 
overnight or more frequently if required. AustLII is not 
a repository of court decisions for other publishers: it 
is necessary for them to source decisions directly from 
the courts and tribunals concerned. In order to balance 
personal privacy with open access and to ensure that 
AustLII can comply with take-down, anonymisation 
and other modification requests from the courts which 
supply the decisions, Internet-wide search engines 
such as Google are not allowed to index AustLII’s case 
law data (consistent with Australian court practices). 
Future enhancements will add citation and access data 
to each database.

The Australasian Legal Scholarship 
 Library now contains nearly 100,000 

searchable items and is one of the 
largest free access collections of legal 

scholarship online. It contains the full texts of most  
non-commercial Australian and New Zealand law 
journals (over 100), most with complete back-sets, 
some dating back to the 1950’s. It also includes 
repositories of current academic scholarship from 
some Australian Law Schools (including research not 
yet published) and databases of ‘judicial scholarship’ 
from four jurisdictions. This scholarship is searchable 
via Google Scholar and is highly visible there. AustLII’s 
complete collection of Law Reform Commission 
Reports from all jurisdictions complements these 
other sources of legal commentary. This secondary 
material will soon include historical monographs 
starting from the colonial period.

For each of the ten Australian  
and New Zealand jurisdictions,  
legislative databases include  
Consolidated Acts (i.e. including all 
amendments), Acts as enacted each year, 
Bills, Explanatory Memoranda accompanying 
Bills, Consolidated Regulations and Annual  
Regulations. For some jurisdictions there are also 
databases of Repealed Acts and Regulations,  
detailed analyses of Bills by Parliamentary Libraries, 
reports on Bills by Parliamentary Committees, and 
Explanatory Statements accompanying Regulations. 
For current legislation, each section of an Act is  
separately searchable. There are more than 30  
million hypertext links within the legislation,  
including links to items such as definitions, other 
Acts and other sections. Other legislation, including 
historical Acts, are provided as searchable  
single documents. The addition of Government  
Gazettes from all jurisdictions is underway.

Step 1.
Historic texts are donated, 
loaned or otherwise provided 
for digitisation.

Step 2.
The books are scanned and the 
text is captured and processed 
with Optical Chararcter 
Recognition (OCR) software.

Step 3.
The scanned text is analysed and 
indexed and relevant metadata 
is extracted for processing by 
AustLII’s searching and  
linking software.

Step 4.
The resulting text data is 
uploaded into the AustLII  
system as a database of  
legal information.

One of the defining aspects of AustLII is that it has always developed its own key software, often funded by research 
grants to encourage innovation. Highlights of AustLII’s technological innovations include:

Search engine: The SINO search engine, developed continuously since 1995, has always been noted for its speed 
both in retrieval and in ranking results by numerous alternative criteria (relevance, date, citations, databases). Legal 
Information Institutes that collaborate with AustLII or which AustLII operates use SINO. It is available as open source 
software. 

Massively automated hypertext linking: Massively automated hypertext linking was pioneered by AustLII from 1995, 
including the insertion of hypertext links between all types of legal documents. ‘Noteups‘ of legislation allow the 
linking of cases or articles to particular specific sections of legislation. The current result is the interconnection of 
more than 2 million documents by over 80 million hypertext links.

Neutral citations: AustLII championed the introduction of ‘neutral citations’, introduced in Australia in 1998. It 
applied them to all decisions on AustLII, and across collaborating international LIIs, to the extent that they have now 
become an international standard. Courts and Tribunals in Australia and elsewhere apply such citations to decisions 
as soon as they are issued, facilitating immediate citation and hypertext linking. AustLII applies the neutral citation 
method to most types of legal documents, including journal articles and law reform reports.

Point-in-time legislation: AustLII’s point-in-time legislation for NSW and SA enables side-by-side comparison of 
how a section of an Act differs between any two specified dates. It is being expanded to Victoria and  
other jurisdictions.

LawCite: The only free-access law citator with such international scope, LawCite automatically tracks citations of 
decisions, journal articles, treaties and legislation. It is built automatically from the data mining of the content of 
collaborating LIIs, and currently holds citation information on over 4.7 million cases and articles.

Digitisation capacity: AustLII now has high-end equipment to enable both destructive and non-destructive  
digitisation, and from both paper and microforms. It has developed considerable expertise in the digitisation and 
preservation of historical legal information. ARC research infrastructure funding, and grants from UNSW Australia, 
have provided essential support to this development.  

Enhanced data integrity: AustLII has developed a digitally signed and watermarked (‘Signed by AustLII‘), version 
of court judgments to further strengthen the confidence which AustLII users, Courts and Tribunals can have in 
decisions obtained from AustLII. This supports AustLII’s policy position to promote free public access to the most 
authoritative version of legal documents.

AustLII‘s research and advocacy on free access to law supports these initiatives. Future technical innovations will focus 
on the development of ‘AustLII Community‘ technologies, the integration of citation and other metric information, and 
new search and navigation methods.
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Legal History – adding depth to the ‘Five Pillars’

1995 2000 2010

A 20 year timeline of AustLII’s role in the development of free access to law online

Major Funding Contributors 1995-2015

1995

2015

AustLII established 
with ARC research 
infrastructure 
funding.  Developed 
from 'Datalex Project' 
research by Mowbray 
and Greenleaf 
1985-95.
10 Databases

1996
AustLII commences 
'National Collection' 
project to publish 
consolidated 
legislation and 
superior court 
decisions from every 
Australasian 
jurisdiction. NSW Law 
Foundation funding 
(‘Foundation Law’).
30 Databases

1997
AustLII hosts 1st ‘Law 
via the Internet’ (LvI)                     
Conference. DFAT 
funds the Australian 
Treaties Library. 
Council for 
Aboriginal 
Reconciliation and 
ARC fund 
Reconciliation and 
Social Justice Library 
on indigenous law. 
50 Databases

1998
High Court of 
Australia adopts 
media neutral 
citations.  Work on 
Project DIAL with 
Asian Development 
Bank funding, which 
formed basis of  
WorldLII Catalog.
65 Databases

1999
AustLII hosts 2nd LvI 
Conference. 'National 
Collection' launched 
after 4 years ‘free the 
law’ advocacy.
80 Databases

2001
PacLII established, 
using AustLII 
software. AustLII 
hosts 3rd LvI 
Conference. 
WorldLII prototype 
demonstrated.
120 Databases

2002
AustLII is a founding
signatory of  the 
Declaration on Free 
Access to Law. 
WorldLII launched, in 
cooperation with 5 
other LIIs.  HKLII and 
CyLaw established, 
using AustLII 
software.
140 Databases

2003
International Courts 
and Tribunals
Collection on 
WorldLII, with ARC 
LIEF support. AustLII 
hosts 5th LvI 
Conference. Receives 
International 
Association of Law 
Libraries (IALL) 
award for WorldLII.
170 Databases

2004
International 
common law 
databases, (now 
CommonLII) 
developed on 
WorldLII, with ARC 
LIEF support.
185 Databases

2005
NZLII established, 
using AustLII 
software. 
CommonLII 
launched, with 
cooperation from 7 
other LIIs, at 
Commonwealth Law 
Conference (London).
200 Databases

2006
SAFLII established, 
using AustLII 
software. Asian legal 
databases (now 
AsianLII) developed 
on WorldLII, with 
ARC LIEF support 
(final grant in series).
224 Databases

2007
AsianLII launched, in 
cooperation with 3 
other LIIs, with 
AusAID support. 
AustLII seeks to 
diversify funding 
base, public 
campaign for 
donation funding,
and development of 
new governance 
structure.
256 Databases

2008
AustLII Foundation 
Ltd incorporated Dec 
2008. ‘Improving 
online case law’ 3 
year ARC Linkage 
funded project 
develops LawCite 
international citator. 
English Reports 
1220-1873 published 
on CommonLII. 
Series of AsianLII 
launches across Asia. 
‘The Australian Legal 
Scholarship Library’, 
with ARC LIEF 
support, adds 
50,000+ items of 
legal scholarship to 
AustLII, and starts 
development of 
digitisation 
infrastructure.
275 Databases

2009
AustLII Foundation 
commences 
operations Oct 2009, 
maintains campaign 
of donation funding 
of $1M+. 102 new 
databases added, 
particularly journals 
and other scholarship. 
AustLII hosts 1st 
AsianLII Conference 
(ARC LIEF support).
376  Databases

2010
LawCite citator fully 
integrated into 
AustLII. LII of India 
established, with 
AusAID funding.  
ARC LIEF grant to 
expand legislation 
collections. First 
digitisation of 
historic legal 
materials.
International Law 
Library launched on 
WorldLII. AustLII 
receives ANZIA 
award. Greenleaf 
receives Order of 
Australia (AM).
424 Databases

2011
AustLII mobile app 
launched. Aviation 
and Health Law 
libraries launched. 
LiberLII built by 
AustLII and Liberian 
partners, with US AID 
funding. LII of India 
launched in New 
Delhi with Indian 
academic partners. 
(AusAID support) 
AustLII No 1 legal 
website by Hitwise for 
5th successive year.
485 Databases

2012
Development of 
European Law 
Project on WorldLII, 
funded by ARC LIEF. 
Australasian Legal 
History Libraries 
project commenced, 
with ARC LIEF 
funding.  500th 
database on AustLII; 
1600 databases 
searchable via 
WorldLII CommonLII 
endorsed in CHOGM 
communiqué. 
AustLII commended 
in Go8/ATN 
Excellence in 
Innovation case 
study. LawCite 
receives ANZIA 
award.
533 Databases

2013
Historic State Law 
Report series 
published for most 
jurisdictions. 
Infrastructure 
enhancements for 
digitisation, funded 
by UNSW grants. 
Development of 
Caribbean Law 
Project on 
CommonLII with 
Commonwealth 
Secretariat funding. 
Direct link to 
AARNET backbone. 
Legal Scholarship 
Library (Stage II), 
ARC LIEF funded. 
AustLII recognised
as one of 10 most 
significant 
innovations from 
UNSW.
551  Databases

2014
Australasian Legal 
History Libraries 
launched in three 
cities by Chief 
Justices. 3 year ARC 
Linkage project: 
‘Authority and 
Integrity of Legal 
Information’. 
International Law 
Library on WorldLII 
expanded, with ARC 
LIEF funding. 
International Privacy 
Law Library 
launched on 
WorldLII. 
Australasian Legal 
History Libraries 
receive ANZIA 
Award. Mowbray 
receives NSW Justice 
Medal. Chung 
receives Dieter 
Meurer Award.
595 Databases

2015
20th anniversary of 
AustLII. 10th 
Anniversary of 
CommonLII. AustLII 
hosts 15th LvI 
Conference. 'Signed 
by AustLII' format 
released for case law, 
developed under 
ARC Linkage grant. 
Expansion of 
Australasian Legal 
History Libraries 
(Stage II), funded by 
ARC LIEF. 
Re-development of 
Indigenous Law 
Library on AustLII, 
UNSW MREII funded. 
700 Databases

2000
BAILII established, 
using AustLII 
software. First of 7 
annual ARC LIEF 
grants supporting 
AustLII’s expansion.
100 Databases

Over $1 million
Australian Research Council
UNSW Australia
University of Technology Sydney

$250,000 to $1 million
Law Foundation of New South Wales
Victorian Legal Services Board
Department of Foreign A�airs and Trade
AusAID
Asian Development Bank
Australian Taxation O�ce
Legal Practitioners Liability Committee (Victoria)
National Justice and Policing Senior O�cials Group

$100,000 to $250,000
High Court of Australia
Family Court of Australia
Federal Circuit Court of Australia
Federal Court of Australia
National Legal Aid
Australian Business Limited
CCH Australia Limited
Thomson Reuters
Australian National Data Service
Department of Defence

Australian National University
University of Queensland
Law Institute of Victoria
Migration Review Tribunal
   and Refugee Review Tribunal
University of New England
University of Sydney
Law Society of New South Wales
University of Melbourne
Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation
Australian Law Reform Commission

Clayton Utz
Allens
Herbert Smith Freehills
Minter Ellison
Corrs Chambers Westgarth
Commonwealth Attorney-General's
   Department
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Stakeholders

AustLII’s stakeholders include: 

Australian and international research 
grant bodies, courts and tribunals, 
government departments and agencies, 
the legal profession (law firms, solicitors 
and barristers), law faculties of 
Australia’s universities and other 
educational institutions, business and 
industry, and the wider community.  
See our full list of contributors at 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/austlii/contributors/

In 2015 AustLII’s Australasian service provides 700 Australian and New Zealand databases of legal information, 
growing at an average of 30 new databases per year, as it has since 1995. This data includes all five main types of 
legal information. AustLII offers unrivaled breadth in its coverage of current Australasian legal information, and 
increasingly comprehensive historical depth as well. AustLII’s goal is that all significant public legal information 
relevant to legal research or practice, whenever created in Australasia, should be freely available, and searchable 
in effective ways. Future expansions and enhancements are planned for all ‘Five Pillars’.

Because Australia is a common law country, many historical decisions from the past two centuries, and earlier, 
remain relevant as precedents. Until 2010 AustLII’s main emphasis was on obtaining current data. Since then, a new 
emphasis on historical depth has required AustLII to obtain equipment for large-scale digitisation from paper or 
microforms. This has enabled AustLII to digitise Acts and reported decisions from the founding of each Australasian 
jurisdiction to 1950, with a few exceptions. From some jurisdictions, historical Bills, Explanatory Memoranda, 
and Gazettes have also been added. As public and private law library collections restructure and consolidate the 
digitisation of specialised sets of historical legal documents is often now funded by stakeholders. Examples include 
the decisions of the Australian Coal Industry Tribunal 1940-1995, and the South Australian Government Gazettes 
1839-1918. Further historical depth is being added to AustLII’s collections of scholarship and law reform. 

Citations – the links between 
legal documents

Treaties and  
International Instruments

Case LawLegislation

Legal Scholarship and Law Reform

Australia’s Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade has collaborated 
with AustLII since 1996 to develop the 
Australian Treaties Library on AustLII. It includes the 
Australian Treaties Series (ATS) (every multilateral 
and bilateral treaty Australia has ratified since 1900), 
databases of treaties Australia has signed but not 
yet ratified, Parliamentary reports on treaties, and 
explanatory statements. It is one of the world’s most 
comprehensive online national treaties collections.

AustLII’s LawCite citator, first  
released in 2008, now includes  
citation information on nearly five  
million documents of legislation, cases, journal  
articles and law reform documents, and tracks 
citations of legislation and treaties. It does so for the 
data held on all LIIs that cooperate with AustLII to 
provide the World Legal Information Institute  
(WorldLII). It is the world’s most comprehensive 
free-access law citator, with the greatest  
international coverage. In future LawCite will be 
updated more frequently and will aim to index more 
citations of treaties, and international case law  
including civil law jurisdictions.

AustLII actively seeks to obtain and 
publish the current decisions of all 

courts, tribunals and regulatory  
authorities that operate in Australia, 

including the decisions of superseded bodies. In 
2015 there are over 250 case law databases on 
AustLII. AustLII’s provision of court decisions is only 
possible because of its close cooperation with courts 
and tribunals to develop appropriate standards and 
procedures. Many of these courts and tribunals whose 
decisions AustLII publishes do not publish them on 
their own websites, or on any government website, 
relying on AustLII to make them publicly available. 
Courts email their decisions to AustLII as frequently as 
they wish and that database is then rebuilt (updated) 
overnight or more frequently if required. AustLII is not 
a repository of court decisions for other publishers: it 
is necessary for them to source decisions directly from 
the courts and tribunals concerned. In order to balance 
personal privacy with open access and to ensure that 
AustLII can comply with take-down, anonymisation 
and other modification requests from the courts which 
supply the decisions, Internet-wide search engines 
such as Google are not allowed to index AustLII’s case 
law data (consistent with Australian court practices). 
Future enhancements will add citation and access data 
to each database.

The Australasian Legal Scholarship 
 Library now contains nearly 100,000 

searchable items and is one of the 
largest free access collections of legal 

scholarship online. It contains the full texts of most  
non-commercial Australian and New Zealand law 
journals (over 100), most with complete back-sets, 
some dating back to the 1950’s. It also includes 
repositories of current academic scholarship from 
some Australian Law Schools (including research not 
yet published) and databases of ‘judicial scholarship’ 
from four jurisdictions. This scholarship is searchable 
via Google Scholar and is highly visible there. AustLII’s 
complete collection of Law Reform Commission 
Reports from all jurisdictions complements these 
other sources of legal commentary. This secondary 
material will soon include historical monographs 
starting from the colonial period.

For each of the ten Australian  
and New Zealand jurisdictions,  
legislative databases include  
Consolidated Acts (i.e. including all 
amendments), Acts as enacted each year, 
Bills, Explanatory Memoranda accompanying 
Bills, Consolidated Regulations and Annual  
Regulations. For some jurisdictions there are also 
databases of Repealed Acts and Regulations,  
detailed analyses of Bills by Parliamentary Libraries, 
reports on Bills by Parliamentary Committees, and 
Explanatory Statements accompanying Regulations. 
For current legislation, each section of an Act is  
separately searchable. There are more than 30  
million hypertext links within the legislation,  
including links to items such as definitions, other 
Acts and other sections. Other legislation, including 
historical Acts, are provided as searchable  
single documents. The addition of Government  
Gazettes from all jurisdictions is underway.

Step 1.
Historic texts are donated, 
loaned or otherwise provided 
for digitisation.

Step 2.
The books are scanned and the 
text is captured and processed 
with Optical Chararcter 
Recognition (OCR) software.

Step 3.
The scanned text is analysed and 
indexed and relevant metadata 
is extracted for processing by 
AustLII’s searching and  
linking software.

Step 4.
The resulting text data is 
uploaded into the AustLII  
system as a database of  
legal information.

One of the defining aspects of AustLII is that it has always developed its own key software, often funded by research 
grants to encourage innovation. Highlights of AustLII’s technological innovations include:

Search engine: The SINO search engine, developed continuously since 1995, has always been noted for its speed 
both in retrieval and in ranking results by numerous alternative criteria (relevance, date, citations, databases). Legal 
Information Institutes that collaborate with AustLII or which AustLII operates use SINO. It is available as open source 
software. 

Massively automated hypertext linking: Massively automated hypertext linking was pioneered by AustLII from 1995, 
including the insertion of hypertext links between all types of legal documents. ‘Noteups‘ of legislation allow the 
linking of cases or articles to particular specific sections of legislation. The current result is the interconnection of 
more than 2 million documents by over 80 million hypertext links.

Neutral citations: AustLII championed the introduction of ‘neutral citations’, introduced in Australia in 1998. It 
applied them to all decisions on AustLII, and across collaborating international LIIs, to the extent that they have now 
become an international standard. Courts and Tribunals in Australia and elsewhere apply such citations to decisions 
as soon as they are issued, facilitating immediate citation and hypertext linking. AustLII applies the neutral citation 
method to most types of legal documents, including journal articles and law reform reports.

Point-in-time legislation: AustLII’s point-in-time legislation for NSW and SA enables side-by-side comparison of 
how a section of an Act differs between any two specified dates. It is being expanded to Victoria and  
other jurisdictions.

LawCite: The only free-access law citator with such international scope, LawCite automatically tracks citations of 
decisions, journal articles, treaties and legislation. It is built automatically from the data mining of the content of 
collaborating LIIs, and currently holds citation information on over 4.7 million cases and articles.

Digitisation capacity: AustLII now has high-end equipment to enable both destructive and non-destructive  
digitisation, and from both paper and microforms. It has developed considerable expertise in the digitisation and 
preservation of historical legal information. ARC research infrastructure funding, and grants from UNSW Australia, 
have provided essential support to this development.  

Enhanced data integrity: AustLII has developed a digitally signed and watermarked (‘Signed by AustLII‘), version 
of court judgments to further strengthen the confidence which AustLII users, Courts and Tribunals can have in 
decisions obtained from AustLII. This supports AustLII’s policy position to promote free public access to the most 
authoritative version of legal documents.

AustLII‘s research and advocacy on free access to law supports these initiatives. Future technical innovations will focus 
on the development of ‘AustLII Community‘ technologies, the integration of citation and other metric information, and 
new search and navigation methods.



The ‘Five Pillars’ of content on AustLII

Technological and Policy Innovations

Legal History – adding depth to the ‘Five Pillars’

1995 2000 2010

A 20 year timeline of AustLII’s role in the development of free access to law online

Major Funding Contributors 1995-2015

1995

2015

AustLII established 
with ARC research 
infrastructure 
funding.  Developed 
from 'Datalex Project' 
research by Mowbray 
and Greenleaf 
1985-95.
10 Databases

1996
AustLII commences 
'National Collection' 
project to publish 
consolidated 
legislation and 
superior court 
decisions from every 
Australasian 
jurisdiction. NSW Law 
Foundation funding 
(‘Foundation Law’).
30 Databases

1997
AustLII hosts 1st ‘Law 
via the Internet’ (LvI)                     
Conference. DFAT 
funds the Australian 
Treaties Library. 
Council for 
Aboriginal 
Reconciliation and 
ARC fund 
Reconciliation and 
Social Justice Library 
on indigenous law. 
50 Databases

1998
High Court of 
Australia adopts 
media neutral 
citations.  Work on 
Project DIAL with 
Asian Development 
Bank funding, which 
formed basis of  
WorldLII Catalog.
65 Databases

1999
AustLII hosts 2nd LvI 
Conference. 'National 
Collection' launched 
after 4 years ‘free the 
law’ advocacy.
80 Databases

2001
PacLII established, 
using AustLII 
software. AustLII 
hosts 3rd LvI 
Conference. 
WorldLII prototype 
demonstrated.
120 Databases

2002
AustLII is a founding
signatory of  the 
Declaration on Free 
Access to Law. 
WorldLII launched, in 
cooperation with 5 
other LIIs.  HKLII and 
CyLaw established, 
using AustLII 
software.
140 Databases

2003
International Courts 
and Tribunals
Collection on 
WorldLII, with ARC 
LIEF support. AustLII 
hosts 5th LvI 
Conference. Receives 
International 
Association of Law 
Libraries (IALL) 
award for WorldLII.
170 Databases

2004
International 
common law 
databases, (now 
CommonLII) 
developed on 
WorldLII, with ARC 
LIEF support.
185 Databases

2005
NZLII established, 
using AustLII 
software. 
CommonLII 
launched, with 
cooperation from 7 
other LIIs, at 
Commonwealth Law 
Conference (London).
200 Databases

2006
SAFLII established, 
using AustLII 
software. Asian legal 
databases (now 
AsianLII) developed 
on WorldLII, with 
ARC LIEF support 
(final grant in series).
224 Databases

2007
AsianLII launched, in 
cooperation with 3 
other LIIs, with 
AusAID support. 
AustLII seeks to 
diversify funding 
base, public 
campaign for 
donation funding,
and development of 
new governance 
structure.
256 Databases

2008
AustLII Foundation 
Ltd incorporated Dec 
2008. ‘Improving 
online case law’ 3 
year ARC Linkage 
funded project 
develops LawCite 
international citator. 
English Reports 
1220-1873 published 
on CommonLII. 
Series of AsianLII 
launches across Asia. 
‘The Australian Legal 
Scholarship Library’, 
with ARC LIEF 
support, adds 
50,000+ items of 
legal scholarship to 
AustLII, and starts 
development of 
digitisation 
infrastructure.
275 Databases

2009
AustLII Foundation 
commences 
operations Oct 2009, 
maintains campaign 
of donation funding 
of $1M+. 102 new 
databases added, 
particularly journals 
and other scholarship. 
AustLII hosts 1st 
AsianLII Conference 
(ARC LIEF support).
376  Databases

2010
LawCite citator fully 
integrated into 
AustLII. LII of India 
established, with 
AusAID funding.  
ARC LIEF grant to 
expand legislation 
collections. First 
digitisation of 
historic legal 
materials.
International Law 
Library launched on 
WorldLII. AustLII 
receives ANZIA 
award. Greenleaf 
receives Order of 
Australia (AM).
424 Databases

2011
AustLII mobile app 
launched. Aviation 
and Health Law 
libraries launched. 
LiberLII built by 
AustLII and Liberian 
partners, with US AID 
funding. LII of India 
launched in New 
Delhi with Indian 
academic partners. 
(AusAID support) 
AustLII No 1 legal 
website by Hitwise for 
5th successive year.
485 Databases

2012
Development of 
European Law 
Project on WorldLII, 
funded by ARC LIEF. 
Australasian Legal 
History Libraries 
project commenced, 
with ARC LIEF 
funding.  500th 
database on AustLII; 
1600 databases 
searchable via 
WorldLII CommonLII 
endorsed in CHOGM 
communiqué. 
AustLII commended 
in Go8/ATN 
Excellence in 
Innovation case 
study. LawCite 
receives ANZIA 
award.
533 Databases

2013
Historic State Law 
Report series 
published for most 
jurisdictions. 
Infrastructure 
enhancements for 
digitisation, funded 
by UNSW grants. 
Development of 
Caribbean Law 
Project on 
CommonLII with 
Commonwealth 
Secretariat funding. 
Direct link to 
AARNET backbone. 
Legal Scholarship 
Library (Stage II), 
ARC LIEF funded. 
AustLII recognised
as one of 10 most 
significant 
innovations from 
UNSW.
551  Databases

2014
Australasian Legal 
History Libraries 
launched in three 
cities by Chief 
Justices. 3 year ARC 
Linkage project: 
‘Authority and 
Integrity of Legal 
Information’. 
International Law 
Library on WorldLII 
expanded, with ARC 
LIEF funding. 
International Privacy 
Law Library 
launched on 
WorldLII. 
Australasian Legal 
History Libraries 
receive ANZIA 
Award. Mowbray 
receives NSW Justice 
Medal. Chung 
receives Dieter 
Meurer Award.
595 Databases

2015
20th anniversary of 
AustLII. 10th 
Anniversary of 
CommonLII. AustLII 
hosts 15th LvI 
Conference. 'Signed 
by AustLII' format 
released for case law, 
developed under 
ARC Linkage grant. 
Expansion of 
Australasian Legal 
History Libraries 
(Stage II), funded by 
ARC LIEF. 
Re-development of 
Indigenous Law 
Library on AustLII, 
UNSW MREII funded. 
700 Databases

2000
BAILII established, 
using AustLII 
software. First of 7 
annual ARC LIEF 
grants supporting 
AustLII’s expansion.
100 Databases

Over $1 million
Australian Research Council
UNSW Australia
University of Technology Sydney

$250,000 to $1 million
Law Foundation of New South Wales
Victorian Legal Services Board
Department of Foreign A�airs and Trade
AusAID
Asian Development Bank
Australian Taxation O�ce
Legal Practitioners Liability Committee (Victoria)
National Justice and Policing Senior O�cials Group

$100,000 to $250,000
High Court of Australia
Family Court of Australia
Federal Circuit Court of Australia
Federal Court of Australia
National Legal Aid
Australian Business Limited
CCH Australia Limited
Thomson Reuters
Australian National Data Service
Department of Defence

Australian National University
University of Queensland
Law Institute of Victoria
Migration Review Tribunal
   and Refugee Review Tribunal
University of New England
University of Sydney
Law Society of New South Wales
University of Melbourne
Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation
Australian Law Reform Commission

Clayton Utz
Allens
Herbert Smith Freehills
Minter Ellison
Corrs Chambers Westgarth
Commonwealth Attorney-General's
   Department
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Stakeholders

AustLII’s stakeholders include: 

Australian and international research 
grant bodies, courts and tribunals, 
government departments and agencies, 
the legal profession (law firms, solicitors 
and barristers), law faculties of 
Australia’s universities and other 
educational institutions, business and 
industry, and the wider community.  
See our full list of contributors at 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/austlii/contributors/

In 2015 AustLII’s Australasian service provides 700 Australian and New Zealand databases of legal information, 
growing at an average of 30 new databases per year, as it has since 1995. This data includes all five main types of 
legal information. AustLII offers unrivaled breadth in its coverage of current Australasian legal information, and 
increasingly comprehensive historical depth as well. AustLII’s goal is that all significant public legal information 
relevant to legal research or practice, whenever created in Australasia, should be freely available, and searchable 
in effective ways. Future expansions and enhancements are planned for all ‘Five Pillars’.

Because Australia is a common law country, many historical decisions from the past two centuries, and earlier, 
remain relevant as precedents. Until 2010 AustLII’s main emphasis was on obtaining current data. Since then, a new 
emphasis on historical depth has required AustLII to obtain equipment for large-scale digitisation from paper or 
microforms. This has enabled AustLII to digitise Acts and reported decisions from the founding of each Australasian 
jurisdiction to 1950, with a few exceptions. From some jurisdictions, historical Bills, Explanatory Memoranda, 
and Gazettes have also been added. As public and private law library collections restructure and consolidate the 
digitisation of specialised sets of historical legal documents is often now funded by stakeholders. Examples include 
the decisions of the Australian Coal Industry Tribunal 1940-1995, and the South Australian Government Gazettes 
1839-1918. Further historical depth is being added to AustLII’s collections of scholarship and law reform. 

Citations – the links between 
legal documents

Treaties and  
International Instruments

Case LawLegislation

Legal Scholarship and Law Reform

Australia’s Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade has collaborated 
with AustLII since 1996 to develop the 
Australian Treaties Library on AustLII. It includes the 
Australian Treaties Series (ATS) (every multilateral 
and bilateral treaty Australia has ratified since 1900), 
databases of treaties Australia has signed but not 
yet ratified, Parliamentary reports on treaties, and 
explanatory statements. It is one of the world’s most 
comprehensive online national treaties collections.

AustLII’s LawCite citator, first  
released in 2008, now includes  
citation information on nearly five  
million documents of legislation, cases, journal  
articles and law reform documents, and tracks 
citations of legislation and treaties. It does so for the 
data held on all LIIs that cooperate with AustLII to 
provide the World Legal Information Institute  
(WorldLII). It is the world’s most comprehensive 
free-access law citator, with the greatest  
international coverage. In future LawCite will be 
updated more frequently and will aim to index more 
citations of treaties, and international case law  
including civil law jurisdictions.

AustLII actively seeks to obtain and 
publish the current decisions of all 

courts, tribunals and regulatory  
authorities that operate in Australia, 

including the decisions of superseded bodies. In 
2015 there are over 250 case law databases on 
AustLII. AustLII’s provision of court decisions is only 
possible because of its close cooperation with courts 
and tribunals to develop appropriate standards and 
procedures. Many of these courts and tribunals whose 
decisions AustLII publishes do not publish them on 
their own websites, or on any government website, 
relying on AustLII to make them publicly available. 
Courts email their decisions to AustLII as frequently as 
they wish and that database is then rebuilt (updated) 
overnight or more frequently if required. AustLII is not 
a repository of court decisions for other publishers: it 
is necessary for them to source decisions directly from 
the courts and tribunals concerned. In order to balance 
personal privacy with open access and to ensure that 
AustLII can comply with take-down, anonymisation 
and other modification requests from the courts which 
supply the decisions, Internet-wide search engines 
such as Google are not allowed to index AustLII’s case 
law data (consistent with Australian court practices). 
Future enhancements will add citation and access data 
to each database.

The Australasian Legal Scholarship 
 Library now contains nearly 100,000 

searchable items and is one of the 
largest free access collections of legal 

scholarship online. It contains the full texts of most  
non-commercial Australian and New Zealand law 
journals (over 100), most with complete back-sets, 
some dating back to the 1950’s. It also includes 
repositories of current academic scholarship from 
some Australian Law Schools (including research not 
yet published) and databases of ‘judicial scholarship’ 
from four jurisdictions. This scholarship is searchable 
via Google Scholar and is highly visible there. AustLII’s 
complete collection of Law Reform Commission 
Reports from all jurisdictions complements these 
other sources of legal commentary. This secondary 
material will soon include historical monographs 
starting from the colonial period.

For each of the ten Australian  
and New Zealand jurisdictions,  
legislative databases include  
Consolidated Acts (i.e. including all 
amendments), Acts as enacted each year, 
Bills, Explanatory Memoranda accompanying 
Bills, Consolidated Regulations and Annual  
Regulations. For some jurisdictions there are also 
databases of Repealed Acts and Regulations,  
detailed analyses of Bills by Parliamentary Libraries, 
reports on Bills by Parliamentary Committees, and 
Explanatory Statements accompanying Regulations. 
For current legislation, each section of an Act is  
separately searchable. There are more than 30  
million hypertext links within the legislation,  
including links to items such as definitions, other 
Acts and other sections. Other legislation, including 
historical Acts, are provided as searchable  
single documents. The addition of Government  
Gazettes from all jurisdictions is underway.

Step 1.
Historic texts are donated, 
loaned or otherwise provided 
for digitisation.

Step 2.
The books are scanned and the 
text is captured and processed 
with Optical Chararcter 
Recognition (OCR) software.

Step 3.
The scanned text is analysed and 
indexed and relevant metadata 
is extracted for processing by 
AustLII’s searching and  
linking software.

Step 4.
The resulting text data is 
uploaded into the AustLII  
system as a database of  
legal information.

One of the defining aspects of AustLII is that it has always developed its own key software, often funded by research 
grants to encourage innovation. Highlights of AustLII’s technological innovations include:

Search engine: The SINO search engine, developed continuously since 1995, has always been noted for its speed 
both in retrieval and in ranking results by numerous alternative criteria (relevance, date, citations, databases). Legal 
Information Institutes that collaborate with AustLII or which AustLII operates use SINO. It is available as open source 
software. 

Massively automated hypertext linking: Massively automated hypertext linking was pioneered by AustLII from 1995, 
including the insertion of hypertext links between all types of legal documents. ‘Noteups‘ of legislation allow the 
linking of cases or articles to particular specific sections of legislation. The current result is the interconnection of 
more than 2 million documents by over 80 million hypertext links.

Neutral citations: AustLII championed the introduction of ‘neutral citations’, introduced in Australia in 1998. It 
applied them to all decisions on AustLII, and across collaborating international LIIs, to the extent that they have now 
become an international standard. Courts and Tribunals in Australia and elsewhere apply such citations to decisions 
as soon as they are issued, facilitating immediate citation and hypertext linking. AustLII applies the neutral citation 
method to most types of legal documents, including journal articles and law reform reports.

Point-in-time legislation: AustLII’s point-in-time legislation for NSW and SA enables side-by-side comparison of 
how a section of an Act differs between any two specified dates. It is being expanded to Victoria and  
other jurisdictions.

LawCite: The only free-access law citator with such international scope, LawCite automatically tracks citations of 
decisions, journal articles, treaties and legislation. It is built automatically from the data mining of the content of 
collaborating LIIs, and currently holds citation information on over 4.7 million cases and articles.

Digitisation capacity: AustLII now has high-end equipment to enable both destructive and non-destructive  
digitisation, and from both paper and microforms. It has developed considerable expertise in the digitisation and 
preservation of historical legal information. ARC research infrastructure funding, and grants from UNSW Australia, 
have provided essential support to this development.  

Enhanced data integrity: AustLII has developed a digitally signed and watermarked (‘Signed by AustLII‘), version 
of court judgments to further strengthen the confidence which AustLII users, Courts and Tribunals can have in 
decisions obtained from AustLII. This supports AustLII’s policy position to promote free public access to the most 
authoritative version of legal documents.

AustLII‘s research and advocacy on free access to law supports these initiatives. Future technical innovations will focus 
on the development of ‘AustLII Community‘ technologies, the integration of citation and other metric information, and 
new search and navigation methods.



              

AustLII’s innovations have been used to strengthen and expand free access to law globally. Where its resources allow, AustLII  
assists other national or regional LIIs to make free access more effective and comprehensive, and assists formation of new 
LIIs where none yet exists. Since 1999, AustLII has provided its software, infrastructure and expertise to assist the  
development of nine other free-access legal information institutes:

 

Most of these LIIs now operate independently. AustLII jointly operates NZLII, LiberLII and the LII of India, in cooperation with 
local partners in those countries.

AustLII also created three multinational portals and operates them in collaboration with the above LIIs and other free access 

providers, which makes their content jointly searchable through these portals: 

 
 

Prior to 1995, there was no free access to case law 
or legislation in Australia. Government printers 
provided legislation for purchase and commercial 
publishers sold law reports. Digital paid access (via 
‘dial-up’ and CD-ROM) was provided by a company 
which had previously been given a monopoly 
to provide online access to the laws of several 
Australian States and Territories, but the high cost 
and difficulty of use resulted in very limited usage of 
this service. The Commonwealth Attorney-General’s 
department charged for federal case law and 
legislation on the dial-up SCALE service, and  
CD-ROMs could also be purchased. AustLII was both 
the first Australian provider of legal information via 
the Internet, and the first to provide free access.

AustLII was developed out of the ‘Datalex Project‘ 
research into legal information systems by Andrew 
Mowbray, Graham Greenleaf and colleagues from 
1985-1995. The Datalex approach was based on the 
integration of hypertext and text retrieval with  
inferencing techniques (rule-based and case-based 
expert systems), and techniques for the large-scale  

The first content on AustLII in 1995 included  
Commonwealth legislation and High Court  
decisions, soon followed by Federal Court decisions. 
SCALE assisted in the provision of Commonwealth 
materials. The Law Foundation of NSW assisted 
AustLII to obtain NSW cases and legislation through  
cooperation with the NSW government and  
subsequently from some other States.                     

automated mark-up of legal texts. From inception 
AustLII has been a joint facility of the Faculties of Law at 
UNSW and UTS. Professors Greenleaf and Mowbray have 
been AustLII Co-Directors since 1995. Executive Director 
Dr Philip Chung was AustLII’s second employee in 1996 
and has been a Co-Director since 1999.

From 1996 AustLII encouraged governments and courts 
in all Australian jurisdictions to make their legislation 
and Supreme Court decisions available for free access 
via AustLII, and this initial ‘National Collection’ was 
completed in 1999, the first in the world of this type. 
Complete Australian treaties were another early 
inclusion, as were some law journals and law  
reform reports.

The Australasian Legal Information Institute 
(AustLII) was founded in 1995 as a joint facility of 
the Faculties of Law at the University of Technology  
Sydney (UTS) and UNSW Australia. It is the largest 
free-access provider of online Australian legal  
materials, a founding member of the Free Access 

to Law Movement, and one of the largest providers of 
free-access legal information world-wide.
AustLII’s guiding principle is that free access to key 
sources of legal information is essential in a democracy 
adhering to the rule of law, for the public, the legal 
profession and for researchers.

AustLII - An Overview

Access to legal information 
before AustLII

Formation of AustLII

Research Grants

Expansion of content and services

Southern African Legal Information Institute (SAFLII, 2006)

Legal Information Institute of India (LII of India, 2010)

Liberia Legal Information Institute (LiberLII, 2011)

Samoa Legal Information Institute (SamLII, 2012)

British and Irish Legal Information Institute (BAILII, 2000)

Pacific Islands Legal Information Institute (PacLII, 2001)

Hong Kong Legal Information Institute (HKLII, 2002)

Cyprus Legal Information Institute (CyLaw, 2002)

New Zealand Legal Information Institute (NZLII, 2005) 

Commonwealth Legal Information Institute (CommonLII, 2005) – the portal for the common law, and the  

Commonwealth (1430 databases from 60 jurisdictions), and the free-access home to the English Reports 1220-1873, 

the foundations of the common law.

Asian Legal Information Institute (AsianLII, 2006) – more than 300 databases covering 28 Asian jurisdictions, with 

content searchable in Bahasa Indonesian, Chinese, Vietnamese, Portuguese and English.

World Legal Information Institute (WorldLII, 2002) – the most comprehensive portal for LIIs, and home of the WorlLII  

collection of International Courts and Tribunals decisions and UN and other treaty collections. WorldLII now makes 

searchable over 1700 databases from 123 jurisdictions, provided via 14 Legal Information Institutes.

LawCite - in effect a fourth international portal operated by AustLII in cooperation with all of the above LIIs, and 

which is used by many of them as part of their own systems.  In 2015 it holds citation information on over 4.7 million 

cases and articles. 

Australasian Legal Information Institute (AustLII)

AustLII Research Centre
A joint facility of UTS and UNSW Faculties of Law

AustLII Foundation Limited 
ACN: 134 717 972 ABN: 41 134 717 972

Contact Details  

Level 12, Building 10, UTS
235-253 Jones St
Ultimo NSW 2007 Australia 

T. +61 2 9514 4921  F.  +61 2 9514 4908  E. feedback@austlii.edu.au 

AustLII commenced in 1995 with a grant from the 
Australian Research Council (ARC) to Greenleaf and 
Mowbray, followed by major support from the Law 
Foundation of NSW from 1996-2000, and with early 
support from other stakeholders such as the  

Broadening of stakeholder support

By 2007 it became apparent that AustLII could 
not rely primarily on grant funding. It needed 
to diversify its funding sources and develop a 
sustainable funding model to maintain a rapidly 
expanding collection of databases, and meet 

AustLII Foundation Limited Board of Directors
Seated:            Mr Tim Bugg AM, Professor Carrick Martin, Dr Jeff FitzGerald (Chair)  

Standing:        Mr Ian Govey AM, Dr Philip Chung (Managing Director),  

                         Professor Andrew Mowbray (Executive Director),  

                         Professor Lesley Hitchens,  

                         Professor Graham Greenleaf AM (Executive Director),  

Not pictured:  Professor David Dixon.

AustLII Foundation Limited
In 2008 UNSW and UTS agreed to establish AustLII 
Foundation Limited as a company limited by  
guarantee, with charitable objectives and tax-deductible 
status, to manage this broader stakeholder funding, 
and to guarantee the continuing provision of free 
access. The objective of the Foundation is to maintain 
AustLII’s Australian free-access online public library 
and infrastructure on a sustainable and ongoing basis, 
supported by regular donations. The Foundation has 
an independent Board appointed by its two University 
members. The AustLII Foundation does not charge 
users for access nor does it host advertising. Rather, it 
asks all AustLII users, those who publish via its services 
and those who otherwise benefit from its operations, to 
make an annual contribution that reflects the value of 
AustLII to them and to the Australian community.

the infrastructure demands of expanding usage. 
AustLII’s users and data providers responded to 
a public request for increased donation funding 
which ensured that AustLII could continue to 
provide free access to its services.

Developing global free access to law

AustLII Research Centre

AustLII in 2015

Future Initiatives

Australasian Legal Information Institute

A joint facility of UTS and UNSW Faculties of Law
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DATABASES HITS PER DAY CITATION RECORDS

Legal information 
categorised as  
legislation, case law, 
treaties, scholarship 
and law reform.

Number of accesses 

made to the AustLII 

servers requesting 

information.

Number of individual 

citations data mined  

by LawCite.

700 600K 4.7M

Awards and honours
AustLII has been recognised and acknowledged in many forums including the following:

•    WorldLII received the International Association of Law Libraries (IALL) award for best legal website in 2003. 

•    The Australia New Zealand Internet Awards (ANZIA) gave AustLII various achievement awards in 2009, 2010, 2012 and 2014.

•    AustLII was a featured case study in the ATN/Go8 Excellence in Innovation Australia (EIA) Trial Report (2012), which aimed  

     to measure the innovation dividend of research generated by Australian universities, and has been an ARC case study 

     of value for money in research expenditure. 

•    UNSW recognised AustLII as one of ten UNSW innovations that ‘changed our world’ (2013).

•    Graham Greenleaf was made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) in 2010, Andrew Mowbray received the 2014 Justice  

     Medal from the NSW Law and Justice Foundation, and Philip Chung received the Dieter Meurer Prize for Legal Informatics 

     in 2014.

Founders’ Vision 
“From inception our intention in creating AustLII was to provide free access to the Australian public 
to the essential legal information needed for the rule of law and democracy to function effectively. 
In doing so we believed we would also provide a service of great value to academic research, the 
legal profession, the business community and to courts and government as well. We believed that it 
would be in the interests of these institutional stakeholders to collaboratively support a free access 
model. AustLII was therefore created to ‘free the law’ in Australia from the shackles restricting it up 
to the mid-90s, and to innovate in the provision of legal information systems.”

Professor Graham Greenleaf (UNSW) and Professor Andrew Mowbray (UTS)

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT).  
From 2000 AustLII was successful in obtaining 
successive grants from the ARC for research and the  
development of research infrastructure. These grants  
were critical in allowing AustLII to develop its services.

www.austlii.edu.au

AustLII’s grant-funded research and development 
activities, and the operation of its international 
portals, continue to be carried out through the AustLII 
Research Centre, a joint facility of the two law schools. 

The databases on AustLII and the infrastructure 
used to support these databases are initially 
developed with research project grant funding. The 
Australian databases are maintained and updated 
with the support of AustLII’s contributors to the 
Foundation and the continuous cooperation of 
content providers. 

AustLII plans many initiatives in the coming years.  
It will further expand the breadth of its Australasian 
primary legal resources as well as adding greater 
historical depth including case law ‘recovered’ from 
early newspapers; further develop data mining 
approaches to add value to all existing databases 
by improved cross-referencing and the addition 
of metrics and statistics on usage and citations; 
improve the user interface and search capabilities; 
and develop a new AustLII Communities platform 
to encourage and facilitate users to generate new 
content such as plain language guides to the law, 
law handbooks and other commentary.   

The Research Centre secures funding for AustLII’s research 
and the operation of its international portals from the 
ARC and from other sources, including international 
development agencies and collaborative partnerships.

The Foundation now has a diversified funding base of 
over 300 contributors annually. International databases 
are maintained and updated by the Research Centre 
through collaborative partnerships with a number of 
international development agencies. AustLII plays a vital 
role in making legal information freely available within 
Australia and internationally.

Internationally, AustLII will strive to enhance the 
resources discoverable through the international portals 
including expanded coverage of international courts and 
tribunals, and the history of the common law, improving 
interaction between common law and civil law materials 
through better citation recognition, as well as continued 
engagement with and assistance to our international 
colleagues and partners. This will affirm AustLII’s 
commitment to upholding and furthering the guiding 
principles of the Free Access to Law Movement.  A deeper 
engagement with our community will sustain a robust 
funding model that supports the ongoing development 
of AustLII.

AustLII’s staff – the essential resource
AustLII’s achievements reflect the abilities and  
dedication of all those who have worked for it over the  
past twenty years. AustLII’s staff, which averages only 10  
full-time-equivalent staff members at any one time, has 
included over eighty full-time and part-time employees 

(listed at http://www.austlii.edu.au/austlii/personnel.html). 
In recent years significant contributions have also been 
made by interns and volunteers from UNSW and UTS law 
faculties. This program will be expanded in the future.


